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cal: 07923 101419

info@croydonprestigetaxis.co.uk
www.croydonprestigetaxis.co.uk
PRE BOOKING AVAILABLE

Travel in style with dependable,caring, professional Taxi drivers
with over 50 years experience.

All vehicles are wheelchair accessible.
Always travel safely by using a Licensed Taxi.
Fixed price airport transfers
Gatwick £50 Heathrow £80

6 seater luxury licensed London Taxis “Knowledge” trained licensed drivers




AGW Designs

Interior & Exterior

Professional local tradesman offering a complete
seamless service for all of your home improvement
and maintenance requirements both inside and out

Renovation or new installation — No job too large or too small

¢ Kitchens & Bathrooms * Roofing

¢ Tiling * Fascias & Soffits
* Decorating * Patios

* Flooring * Paving

¢ Carpentry * Fencing

All Gas & Electrical Work is Fully Certificated

For a Prompt and Courteous Service contact Andrew
Tel: 020 8657 3391 Mob: 07877 834282

E-mail: andy@agwdesigns.co.uk

Free Estimates  Fully Insured References Available

Selsdon & District

Funeral Service

Your Local Funeral Director

Independent and Licensed Funeral Directors
Extensive Range of Memorials

We Serve All Denominations in Any Area
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Over 50 Years Experience

FOR IMMEDIATE PERSONAL ATTENTION
PLEASE TELEPHONE: 020 8657 0030

We provide 24 hour assistance

204 Addington Road

W Golden Leaves Selsdon, Surrey. CR2 8LD
= Funeral Plans www.selsdonfunerals.co.uk

info@selsdonfuneralservice.co.uk




SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

selsdonresidents@yahoo.co.uk

Executive Committee 2018

President: R.H.R. Adamson
Vice-Presidents: E. Frith, P. Holden,
R.F.G.Rowsell.

Chairman: Sheila Childs, 6 Cowley Close CR2 SLU 8651 2285
Vice-Chairman: Linda Morris, 48 Ravenshead Close CR2 8RL 8651 4010
Hon. Secretary: Janet Sharp, 16 Brent Road CR2 7NR 8651 6882
Hon. Treasurer: Iris Jones, 24 Southviews, CR2 8SH 8651 1907
Committee: Sara Bashford, 20 Wagtail Gardens, CR2 8TA 8651 3871
Yvonne Huber, 121 Farley Road CR2 7NL 86574576
Dudley Mead, MBE 5 Mountwood Close CR2 8RJ 8405 6746
Ernie Sweeney, 2 Mountwood Close CR2 8RJ 8657 3815
John Waddington, 29 Littleheath Road, CR2 7SG 86573523
Su Yates, 10 Foxearth Road CR2 8ED 86579284
Peter Underwood, 12a Abbey Road, CR2 8NG 8651 0601
Ian Leggatt, 53 Queenhill Road, CR2 8DW 8651 1140

Phil Roberts, 44 Dulverton Road, CR2 8PG

Two vacancies remain - anyone interested in being co-opted, please contact us.

Councillors for Sanderstead Ward

ClIr Lyn Hale Lynne.hale@croydon.gov.uk 0208 405 6721
ClIr Yvette Hopley Yvette.hopley@croydon.gov.uk 0208 404 3462
ClIr Tim Pollard councillor@timpollard.co.uk 0208 251 8500

Councillors for Selsdon & Addington Village Ward

CliIr Helen Pollard Helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk 0207 617 7310
ClIr Robert Ward Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk 07783 152363

Councillors for Selsdon Vale & Forestdale Ward

Stuart Millson Stuart.millson@croydon.gov.uk 07783 152376
Andy Stranack Andrew.stranack@croydon.gov.uk 07816 123204
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Editor's Note
¥ = Welcome to the December 2018 issue of the Gazette.
We kick off this month with an addition to the regular Police
Box - a message from the police about keeping yourself safe
from criminals (p11).

This is followed by an obituary for Tony Webb, a well-known
local resident who died in September (p12).

There is then a double dose of Selsdon history: Des Donohoe, in
a conclusion to this quarter's commemorative theme, tells about
Wartime Welfare (p14): and Glimpses of Old Selsdon continues
(p18) with another extract from Ted Frith's book provided by
his son Mathew.

Peter Underwood, from Croydon Friends of the Earth asks

for your support for a campaign to stop the Council from using
toxic weed killers (p19), and Tracey Bellamy, Croydon's Street
Champion Co-ordinator, has news of a new way of reporting fly-
tipping, abandoned vehicles and graffiti (p20).

We then have a fascinating piece about ownership of an all-
electric car from Adrian Gates (p25). This seems a terrible
palaver currently but hopefully things will simplify in the future
as electric cars become more mainstream.

In Nature Notes (p31) Ted Forsyth informs us about Natural
History Surveys and the following piece by Janet Sharp (p32)
tells how you can get involved in one in January 2019.

In the final article, Carousel offers tributes to Ted Frith and to
those Friends groups and others who support and maintain two
of our key green spaces (p37).

The bins saga continues (now dubbed "bingate”) with follow
up letters from Adrian Gates and Lisa Prigg and an additional
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contribution from Margaret Rick (p49). However, Croydon
Council report "a massive 9% increase in the amount of waste
recycled in Croydon in the last month” so perhaps the scheme is
working despite its bungled implementation.

There are also two letters seeking information about the history
of a couple of Selsdon locations and another in response to
Frank Kippin's question about sparrowhawks in the November
Gazette.

Regards,

Heather

27 SuBMIssIONS FOR THE JANUARY 2019 ebiTioN
SHOULD BE WITH THE EDITOR NO LATER THAN
20™ DECEMBER =~

—~—~

St John’s Church, Selsdon

Would like to invite you to

N 0.
Come and 3 5
join us for: - =

On Sunday 20t January 2019 from 2.30pm -4.30pm
The theme this time will be

‘The Good Samaritan’
St John’s Church Hall, Upper Selsdon Road, South Croydon, CR2 8DD
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SRA NEWS

Selsdon Christmas Lights

The deadline for submissions for the Gazette means | have to write
this before the lights are actually on but will assume all was well. |
do know Santa had a hiccup with his Sleigh this year and had to call
on a friend to drive him in his friend’s sports car so three cheers to
Santa’s friend!!

We would like to thank the following Selsdon traders for their
contribution to the cost of the lights:

Kiba

Tudor Library

Selsdon Tandoori

Mr Dry Clean

Selsdon and District Funeral Service
S A Grooming

Councillors Community Fund

Julian Huxley for the collection box.

We would also like to thank the Baptist church for once again
providing refreshments on the night. Any further contributing traders
will be named in the January Gazette.

The lights contract is due for renewal next year and we have already
been advised we will have to replace the centenary wires across the
road holding up the motifs at a cost of approximately £2000, and the
two Selsdon signs at each end of the High Street have reached the
end of their life. We have not yet had a quote for them but would like
to keep them. This all means a lot of extra cost next year so if you
can contribute to help this tradition continue it would mean a lot.

Police

We attend two Police Meetings now that the ward is split into
‘Selsdon and Forestdale’ and ‘Selsdon and Addington Village’. Our
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request to have a single co-ordinated meeting has been rejected.
However, a report is given to us at each meeting and it was
confirmed that we currently remain a very low crime area.

We also attend the Croydon Community Consortium meetings on
your behalf; anyone can attend and our Councillors are often there.
The November meeting was attended by Chief Inspector Craig
Knight who responded to questions from the floor. He reported that
crime in Central Croydon was approximately 8% down and that
policing levels remain unchanged (for the time being).

Transport

We also attend East Surrey Transport Committee. The November
meeting was about buses and we learnt that next year most buses
will not be going through Croydon to West Croydon Bus Station. This
is to allow for the Westfield Development. No definite plans have
been put forward yet but it seems that the 412 and 433 will possibly
stop at Fairfield Halls. The 64 will most likely not be affected.

The Council and ESTC are working with TfL.

East Croydon Station is to be developed over the next 15-20 years and
there will be lots of public consultations. Anyone interested in taking
part in these consultations can look at the TfL website for information.

Gazette

We still need new deliverers for the Gazette in the new year,
otherwise it could result in a lot of people not getting their Gazette.
Can anyone spare 2-3 hours? If not every month maybe you could
be on a reserve list? Contact Wendy - her details are at the front of
the Gazette.

It just remains for me to say “a Merry Christmas to one and all” and a
special big thanks to my Committee for putting up with me (again!).

Sheila Childs, SRA Chair



COUNCILLORS’ NOTES

Selsdon High Street Plans

We continue to look for ways of increasing footfall at Selsdon
Parade and getting support for local businesses. Council officers
will be available on the evening of the Christmas lights switch-on
in November so that businesses can find out what support can be
provided by the Council. If anyone would like to join a community
group to work on the High Street please let us know.

Bins — the problems continue

The transition to the new wheeled bins for recycling continues to
generate a great deal of casework for the four Selsdon Councillors. The
‘teething problems’ still have not been ironed out and we receive regular
requests for help from residents whose bins are not collected or where
the old crates have not been collected. The issue of non-collection where
people need an assisted collection is of particular concern.

The problem has been made worse for residents of Cowley Close
because the refuse lorry is sometimes unable to get down the road
to collect bins, due to parking which effectively blocks access. Clir
Pollard has requested that the double yellow lines are extended to
try and prevent this problem in future. The Council will be putting this
on the list of traffic management changes, but unfortunately the list is
very long so, even if a change is approved, it won’t happen quickly.

Christmas Lights

On a brighter note (literally!) the Selsdon Councillors were pleased
to be able to support the Christmas Lights for Selsdon with a
contribution of £5,500 from their ward budgets. We look forward to
seeing Selsdon sparkle over the Christmas period.

Wishing you all a very enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Helen, Robert, Stuart and Andy
7



PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOVEMBER 2018

18/05211/HSE — 2 Ballards Way, South Croydon, CR2 7JL -
Erection of a single storey detached garage to the side of house on
the area of the drive

18/04985/FUL — Rear of 133 Addington Road, South Croydon, CR2
8LH - Demolition of existing storage garage and erection of two
storey building for storage garage and staff facilities

18/04710/HSE — 64 Greville Avenue, South Croydon, CR2 8NL -
Alterations, single storey wrap-around extension

18/04945/HSE — 154 Littleheath Road, South Corydon, CR2 7SF -
Retrospective application for the retention of a front porch addition

Meet Your Councillors

The Selsdon Team of Councillors will be holding surgeries in the
Selsdon Centre (next to Sainsbury’s) on the first Saturday of the
month from 10am — 11.15am (except August).

If you have any issues you wish to discuss with your councillor
please come to the surgery or get in touch by email

Helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk

Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk

Stuart.millson@croydon.gov.uk

Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk

Susan’s Office Solutions

Word not your Way ? s Filing not your Forte ?
Excel not your Expertise ? 3 Typing not your Thing ?
PowerPoint not your Passion ? Presentations not your Prowess ?
Mail Merge not your Mindset ? Transcribing Dictation not your Talent ?

Able to assist with all your secretarial and administrative needs.

www.susansofficesolutions.co.uk

Email: officesolutions@sky.com Tel: 0203 290 2750 / 07989 679459




Selsdon Park Cars

FProviding transport for business and pleasure

Executive Mercedes * BMW * Audi saloons
6/7 passenger people carriers

Smart, Courteous, Knowledgable Drivers
Fully insured and licensed

020 8651 2007

AIRPORTS - BUSINESS TRAVEL - LONG DISTANCE
LONDON THEATRES & STATIONS - SOCIAL EVENTS

S.K. FACIAS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

We specialise in:-

* UPVC Facia, Soffit, Barge Boards and
Cladding in black, white or woodgrain
Plus all types of guttering.

NO MORE PAINTING

* Roof Repairs. No job too small!
All work guaranteed.
FREE ESTIMATE

Steve King Mobile:- 07973 625638
Phone / Fax: 020 8651 9492




PC Support & IT Advice
Op CALL MICK to Small Businesses & Home Users

MAKE SURE

YOU CALLA

REGISTERED

PLUMBER
ACE PLUMBING
TANKS - CYLINDERS - BURST PIPES
HEATERS - WATER HEATERS - TAPS
BATHROOMS - BLOCKAGES - g G it
LEAKS ALL PLUMBING WORKS

Po IT Se rvices

reL: 020 8651 4461 % ppy '
wosiLE: 07974176342 eeping you sanel
24 HOUR SERVICE * NO CALL OUT 0800 077 4260
CHARGE * CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 0203 773 3356 (ocal rate)
FULLY INSURED * CUT OUT & KEEP www.poppyits.com

MICHAEL GUCKIAN

Professional Heating & Plumbing

v All heating, plumbing & gas work

v Boiler repairs, servicing & installation

v No call out charge / Free estimates

v Local independent tradesman / Fully insured
v As reviewed on Which? Local

Telephone : 0208 657 0889 Mobile : 07958 753262




POLICE BOX

Staffing at the Selsdon and Ballards Local Policing Team
comprises:

Sergeant Paul Harrison
PC Colin Mayes
PC James McCarthy
PCSO John Rosemeyer (Police Community Support Officer)
All hold the position of DWO - Dedicated Ward Officer. The
team is no longer an SNT (Safer Neighbourhood Team) but
now an LPT (Local Policing Team).

Contact details:

While 999 (emergency) and 101 (non urgent) numbers will
always reach the police, if you want to contact them on
local area matters of wider concern you can use:

Selsdon & Ballards LPT (Local Policing Team), Addington
Police Station, Addington Village Road, CROYDON CR05AQ

Tel - 0208 721 2464
Email - Selsdon.Ballards.snt@met.police.uk
Twitter - @MPSSelsdon
Facebook - Selsdon & Ballards Police

The following information about an incident in Sanderstead has
come from Detective Sergeant Callanan from the Metropolitan
Police Intelligence Unit.

An older lady knocked on a door of a house, in this case in
Sanderstead, and said she needed help picking up an item,
on this occasion a scarf. An equally elderly resident went to
help, leaving the front door wide open BUT on this occasion,
her husband was inside and noticed a male on a bike, who
appeared ready to come in through the open door.



A similar scam is also being employed in Surrey where people
are being told that they’ve dropped something under their car
in a shopping centre car park, leaving them open to theft whilst
they bend down to see what they’ve dropped.

The intention of circulating this information is not to cause worry
but to inform you of the uncertainties of being approached by those
unknown to you. If you would like advice on crime prevention them
the team will be able to offer you a personal service and discuss
prevention advice with you.

TONY WEBB - 5t December 1948 - 234
September 2018

My husband Tony Webb, my kind and
gentle soulmate of 26 years, from
Sandpiper Road, died on Sunday 23"
September at Mayday Hospital after losing
his courageous battle with cancer. He died
with all his family and friends by him and he
acknowledged them to the end.

His funeral at 11.30 on the 16" of October
at the small church of St Mary The Virgin
Farleigh off Farleigh Court Road was

so well attended that there were people outside on chairs in the
car park (maybe as many as 150 attended). At 1.15 we went to
Beckenham Crematorium - that was also well attended. The wake
was held at Warlingham Sports Club at 2pm because Tony used to
play squash there.

Tony would have celebrated his 70" on the 5" of December. He
was a well-loved member of the community. When he semi-retired
and after fully retiring from the Civil Service (he worked in various
departments) he really enjoyed being a dedicated walk leader for
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Croydon Walking For Health, whatever the weather. He also led
the first ever walk for Macmillan Cancer which starts from Mayday
Hospital and he got me to agree to do the St Christopher’s Fun
Walk. We have been doing it since 1993 and have never missed
one.

He was a staunch supporter of the Friends Of Selsdon Wood and
also Friends of Kingswood as well as other local groups.

| was deeply moved to see just how much Tony was loved and
respected. We will all miss him.

lona Webb

A Very Happy Christmas From Everyone At
THE SELSDON CENTRE FOR THE

RETIRED

132 Addington Road, Selsdon, Surrey CR2 8LA
Telephone 020 8651 1111 www.selsdon.centre@btinternet.com

To find out more about the Selsdon Centre,
please do visit us outside Sainsbury’s on either
Friday 14t or Saturday 15 December 2018

As well as providing a hot lunch for the retired and
elderly local people, we have a humber of volunteering
opportunities for those who are able to spare a

couple of hours a week.

We look forward to meeting you!
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SOME OF SELSDON’S WARTIME WELFARE
1940/45

Most of us will be familiar with the New Testament story of the
feeding of the 5,000. | do not know if there were 5,000 war babies
in Selsdon, but however many there were, we have Selsdon Baptist
Church to thank for keeping us safe and well fed!

o u,

‘ SDON BA>T|57

My earliest memories of going shopping included regular visits to

this church where the wartime children’s Welfare Centre was set up.
Pre-school children got free bottles of cod liver oil and concentrated
orange juice, supplied by the Ministry of Food. We also received tins of
National Dried Milk (full cream milk powder). Although there was strict
rationing and food shortages we were better fed with nutritious food
than today’s children fed on junk food. A case of quality, not quantity!

Every day | would get a delicious glass of hot orange juice, and
every night before going to bed, a very nasty teaspoon of cod liver
oil. The only way mums could get us to swallow this nasty fishy oil
was the promise of a large spoonful of Virol — a wonderful, malt-
flavoured syrup. Very yummy!
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» PLUMBING
» CENTRAL HEATING

» TILES

A unique one stop shop for
all your plumbing, tiling and
installation needs.

119 Addington Road
Selsdon, South Croydon
Surrey CR2 8LH

KiBA

KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGNS

QUALITY KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND PLUMBING SHOP

Tel: 020 8657 1222

Fax: 020 8657 6660
Email: kiba@xIn.co.uk
Internet: www.ki-ba.co.uk

CK CARPETS

SPECIALISTS IN ALL
TYPES OF FLOORING

Carpets - Vinyls
Amtico - Karndean

Solid Woods - Laminates

Free Measuring & Estimating

Showrooms at:
3 Limpsfield Road
Sanderstead CR2 9LA

Tel: 020 8651 6833

HomeDec fﬂg‘g
A 4

Painting & Decorating
Home Maintenance & Repair

* Reliable & Friendly Service
* Fully Insured

* References Supplied

* Top Quality Finish

For a free competitive estimate
& advice call David Wilson on:

020 8654 6227 or 07960 073604
Abbots Green, Croydon




Phone 020 8688 1447 24 HOUR SERVICE 020 8688 2003

J. B. SHAKESPEARE LTD.

FAMILY FIRM OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS
AND MEMORIAL MASONS (Est 1877)

Head Office:
67 George Street, Croydon CRO 1LD
Own parking near to Registrars

(Please telephone first)
175 Selsdon Park Road, South Croydon CR2 8JJ. 020 8657 3616

Chapels and Monumental Works:
21 /27 Sheldon Street, Croydon CR0O 1SS

enquiries@jbshakespearefunerals.co.uk
www.jbshakespearefunerals.co.uk

CONTACT US FOR PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL EXPENSES PLANS

M, G, Turrell, Roofing

L Over 30 years experience
No Job to Small. Tile repairs,
Flat Roofs, Chimneys, Point-

ing, lead work, guttering. New PVC Fag-

cia’s, Soffitg, this will reduce your outside
decorating. General minor houge repairs.

For more details with no Obligation.

Tel 020 8657-4245, Mob 07808092011




The church as we see it today (see photo) did not exist. The original
church was a small bare hall which | believe still exists at the top of
the slope behind the modern church. Where this new church now
stands there were public underground bomb shelters buried in the
chalk bank. These became very important for shoppers and workers
in this part of Selsdon.

In June 1944 our troops landed on the Normandy beaches, and
within days the Germans launched the first V1 flying bombs at
London. At its peak over 100 V1s a day were fired at south-east
England - more than 9,500 in total. More doodlebugs fell on
Croydon than any other borough of London. So a lot flew over
Selsdon and | know of one which fell in Ingham Road, which runs
up alongside Selsdon School. So when out shopping, if the air raid
warning went off, as it did often in this phase of the war, you ran for
the nearest bomb shelter!

There was another public bomb shelter, buried underground at the
Triangle by the crossroads of Addington Road and Old Farleigh Road,
so shoppers and others were well catered-for in the village centre.

There was another bit of wartime infrastructure, if that is the right
word, and that was on the opposite side of the road from the Baptist
Church. This was in the space between where S.G. Flooring and
Barclays Bank now stand. This whole area was then waste ground,
upon which had been built a sandbag-protected Air Raid Wardens’
Post, as well as a very large concrete water tank to tackle any
incendiary or other fires.

How our high street has changed since the late 1940s! The main
danger now is crossing the very busy main road!

Des Donohoe

Editor's Note - Another more extensive piece about wartime
Christmas in Selsdon written by Raymond Rowsell was published
in the Gazette back in 2007. There is no room for it here but it
is available online on the History page of SRA website at

https://selsdon-residents.co.uk/history-of-selsdon.php
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GLIMPSES OF OLD SELSDON (38)

The Saga of the Selsdon Wine Stores

Early in 1927 the Purley & Coulsdon UDC had amended the Town
Plan to have two shopping centres in Selsdon on either side of
Addington Road, and permission had been given for ten shops to be
built on the south side of the road, but the existing cottages were not
to be converted. At the same time agreement was reached on the
widening of Old Farleigh Road on the east side as it was wished to
retain the especially fine flint wall bordering the Selsdon Park Hotel.

The shop on the corner of Old Farleigh Road and Addington Road
was the first built, but information on this is a little sketchy. | have
been unable to trace a planning application, but a photograph

of the Triangle on March 10" 1927, shows not only one block of

the Costain built shops but also the shop on the corner, almost
completely built. The building was owned by Barclay Perkins, the
brewers, and was tenanted by J Haggar Moore as the Selsdon Wine
Stores. As he appears in a local directory for 1928, he must have
been in business in the autumn of 1927.

Shops that sold alcoholic drinks in those days had to be licensed
and were known as off-licences, as they could only sell beer and
spirits to be consumed off the premises (a pub would have an
on-licence.) At the Selsdon Residents’ Association meeting in
November 1927 it was stated that Moore had a wholesale licence
but that he wanted to sell spirits and bottled beer in small quantities.
He made an application for an off-licence at the appropriate court
in February 1928, saying there were 427 houses in Selsdon and
around 2,000 inhabitants and there was no other off-licence. He
produced 200 signatures in his support, but a Mr Whyatt had a
petition with 250 names, opposing the application, stating “Many
residents were definitely attracted to Selsdon by the undertaking
that there should be no licensed premises there.” The SRA had
decided not to get involved and the application was turned down by
the bench. There was during the period before the Second World
War a strong total abstinence lobby in Selsdon, that was supported
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by the Baptist Church. Haggar Moore seems to have obtained his
licence in 1929, but he was not permitted to sell less than three
bottles of beer at a time.

In August 1929 the South Suburban Co-Operative Society’s
proposals to build a store in Addington Road were approved. This
remained a Co-Operative store for fifty or so years; the building is
now occupied by the Sir Julian Huxley public house.

Ted Frith

STOP SPRAYING TOXIC WEEDKILLERS IN
CROYDON

Croydon Friends of the Earth group has launched a campaign to
stop the Council spraying a controversial weedkiller linked to cancer.
The council should be doing its best to provide a clean, safe, green
environment that we can enjoy without putting our health and the
health of our families at risk. That’'s why we are calling on Croydon
Council to ban the spraying of weedkillers containing glyphosate in
our streets, parks, and playgrounds.

The World Health Organisation has stated that glyphosate, the
active ingredient in many weedkillers like Roundup, is “probably
carcinogenic to humans”. Recently a US court has also ruled that
agricultural giant Monsanto (who manufacture Roundup) was
responsible for causing the cancer of groundskeeper Dewayne
Johnson and awarded millions of dollars in damages.

Monsanto claim that glyphosate breaks down in the soil. This

claim is still in doubt but provides no comfort when the chemical

is being sprayed on hard surfaces like concrete, paving slabs, or
children’s playground equipment. Spraying in our parks can be very
unfocussed and so there is little control over where the chemical
ends up.
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Several European countries, including Holland, Denmark and
Sweden, have already banned or restricted the use of glyphosate
herbicides by local authorities. In the UK, the GMB Union has called
for a ban on the weedkiller and many local authorities (such as
Hammersmith & Fulham, Edinburgh, Bristol, and Brighton & Hove)
are already looking at alternatives.

We think it’s time that Croydon Council took the sensible step of
banning the spraying of these toxic weedkillers. Just waiting for the
first court cases awarding damages for cancer in Croydon will be
too late - we need to act now.

We would like a ban to be brought in as soon as possible. There is little
spraying that takes place over the winter and so as a minimum we think
the ban should be in place before the spring. From 1 February 2019
Croydon Council will be taking the landscape management contract
back in-house and this would be a perfect time for the council to ban
the spraying of glyphosate weedkillers by its staff.

If you would like to support our campaign then please sign our
petition https://actionnetwork.org/petition/stop-spraying-toxic-
weedkillers-in-croydon

It would also help if you could write or e-mail your local Councillors
to tell them that you don’t want toxic chemicals sprayed all over the
streets and parks that you and your family like to use. You can find
details of your local Councillors elsewhere in the Gazette.

Peter Underwood Chair — Croydon Friends of the Earth

DON’T MESS WITH CROYDON

The Don’t Mess With Croydon smartphone app has been designed
to make it easier to report fly-tipping, abandoned vehicles, graffiti
and more has been launched by Croydon Council.
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Amethyst Osteopathic Clinic
& Complementary Therapies

0208 657 6211

266 Addington Road
Selsdon
South Croydon
CRz 8LF
www.amethystclinic.com

Celetrating 10 years in Selsdon”

ALPHA GLAZE

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, DOORS - WIDE RANGE OF CONSERVATORIES

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
FOR NEW CUSTOMERS
* EXCLUSIVE OFFER *
FREE LEAD OR GEORGIAN
ON QUALIFYING ORDERS
Free 10 year guarantee

* Ask for Interest Free/No Deposit Finances * PVCu and Aluminium

* Top Quality Materials * High Security Locking Systems
* Maintenance Free * 28 mm Sealed Units

A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY

@5\  Our Reputation counts for a great Deal! o 7012
0800 136021  Y:u

BS 5713
Head Office: Alphaglaze (Croydon) Ltd, 25 Crofters Mead, Courtwood Lane, Croydon CR0O 9HS
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LEAKING ROOF...
we can €ixit!

We have over 25 years of experience in all

aspects of flat roofing, tiling and slating as
well as UPVC cladding, fascias and soffits.
* Insurance backed GUARANTEES

¢ Member of The Confederation of Roofing Contractors

* We do not use casual labour or use sub-contractors,
as we carry out all works ourselves.

Fora FREE No Obligation
Survey and Estimate
please call..........
Rick Baker on Tel: 020 8405 0956
Mobile: 07956 568 458
email: info@rdbroofing.co.uk
www.rdbroofing.co.uk

@ Y
RDB ROOFING

Frowd members of

Cheekatrade.com

Selsdon, Surrey CR2 8RU

Home Remedies
Need a Handyman?

4

For the maintenance and DIY
jobs your home requires.

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, DIY,
Garden work, Patios, Home Media,
Flat packed furniture assembly,
Kitchen and bathroom installation.

No job too small
Call Ian

Email: Home.Remedies@pblueyonder.co.uk

For a Free Quote

Abbots Green, Croydon, Surrey

Mobile: 078681403017
Tele: 0208 656 9226

HortiWorks
Landscaping

Specialists in
Decking and Fencing

Mobile: 0774 0336507
Office: 020 8657 1973
email: horti works@hotmail.com

All work fully insured
Proprietor Andy Dwyer

www.hortiworks.co.uk

SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC CARPET
AND VINYL

FITTING WITH 32
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

FITTING MOSTLY
CUSTOMERS’ OWN
CARPETS

SMALL JOBS
WELCOME (RE-
STRECH,
ADAPTIONS etc.)

CAN ALSO SUPPLY MATERIALS
— UNDERLAY, GRIPPER, DOORBARS etc.

BASED IN BECKENHAM COVERING 20 MILE
RADIUS

website - http://sbcarpets.co.uk
mob - 07932056112

email - stevenbibb1958@hotmail.co.uk
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The app is a quick way of reporting problems directly to the right
team in the council to get them fixed. It is available for download
from the App Store and Google Play Store.

Reporting an issue is as simple - select the most appropriate option
from one of 17 categories and highlight the location, with the option
to attach a photo. Users can select one of 17 categories:

Abandoned vehicle

Dead animal

Dog fouling

Drug-related litter

Empty property

Fly-posting

Fly-tipping on public land

Graffiti

Road surface drainage problems
Overflowing litter bins — on street
Loose or damaged pavements
Potholes or damage to roads
Problems with skips

Issues with benches, bollards or signs
Issues with street litter bins

Tree or high hedge obstruction on public land
Waste on private property

Residents can still contact the council in person, online at www.
croydon.gov.uk/doitonline/report-it or on the phone on 020 8726
6000

Tracey Bellam - Street Champion Co-ordinator
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THE
WHITE BEAR

AT FICKLESHOLE

FESTIVE MENU 2018
2 courses for £23 or 3 courses for £29

STARTERS
Spicy parsnip soup with curry oil & mango chutney crostini (v)

Spiced sweet potato falafels with hot pepper sauce & grilled halloumi (v)
Smoked trout rillette, horseradish cream, melba toast, pickled cucumber & onion (gf)
Wild boar paté with port & redcurrant jelly, cornichons & toast (gf)

Fried spiced Titsey minced lamb with houmous, pitta bread & pomegranate (gfi)

MAINS

Roast butter & honey turkey with cranberry sauce, pigs in blankets, homemade stuffing,
roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables, Yorkshire pudding & gravy (gf)

Cranberry crusted nut roast with roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables,

Yorkshire pudding & gravy (v) (gh)
Mushroom, tomato, baby onion & red wine pie with mash & seasonal vegetables (v)

Chargrilled 8oz sirloin steak with peppercorn sauce, French fries, crispy onion rings and salad

(£5 supplement) (gf)

Salmon fillet with Bombay potatoes, buttered spinach, spiced yoghurt & mint dressing
& red pepper sauce (gh)

Roast venison loin with squash purée, beetroot granola, roast potatoes & jus (gfi)

DESSERTS
Christmas pudding with Cointreau cream
Lemon posset with raspberry sorbet (gf)
Chocolate fondant tart with salted caramel ice cream
Winter berry créme brilée with Viennese finger (gf)

Selection of local cheese, wheat wafer & chutney (gh)

EARLY BOOKING RECOMMENDED - 01959 573166
Pre-ordered menu served from 3rd -22nd December 2018 (excluding Sundays)

A non refundable deposit of £5 per person is required to secure your reservation along with your

pre-ordered menu choices. Please note this is an example menu and may be subject to change.
gh =gluten-free option available on request.
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WHAT THEY DON’T TELL YOU WHEN YOU BUY
AN ELECTRIC CAR

For nine years | was the proud owner of a gas-guzzling NISSAN
350Z. | was always reluctant to sell ‘my pride and joy’, but in August
this year | ‘bit the bullet’ and it went. Six weeks later | bought from
my middle son, a four years old Renault ZOE, which is an all-
electric vehicle, My youngest son made me laugh when he said,
‘Dad ..... you're probably the only driver in the world to have made
such a drastic change to the vehicle you drive reverting from a

high performance 6-cylinder beast to what some motorists might
describe as a fast milk float.

Well actually, from a mental perspective the transition wasn’t so
difficult to make. However, the practicality of being an electric
vehicle owner/driver is significantly more challenging.

My middle son had always been happy with his ZOE and the only
reason he had to sell was because it wasn’t really large enough for
his growing family. He gave me first refusal and told me he would
take £4,800 for the car. Instead | offered him £5,000, on condition that
he would assist me in trouble-shooting any problems | encountered.

In addition to what | paid my son for the car | took over the
commitment to pay the monthly battery rental of £49. The more
mileage you do, the greater the rental payments. Some vehicles
include ownership of your battery BUT when the warranty of a
battery lapses and it goes belly-up the problem of replacing or fixing
it is yours! At least with a rental agreement Renault will replace the
battery if it fails or efficiency reduces to less than 75%.

The maximum range on this model of ZOE is anything from 72 - 95
miles, depending on the temperature outside. When | first started
to drive the ZOE in October | was getting around 95 miles on a full
charge, but now with the cooler weather it has dropped to around
85 miles. (Incidentally, the latest ZOE model claims to have a warm
weather range of 160 miles). During really cold weather there is a
button on the key fob which allows you to defrost the car remotely.
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Don’t even consider buying a ‘short range’ battery operated vehicle
if you’re undertaking regular round trips of more than 70 mile return
and need to get from A to B as quickly as possible. If planning for a
‘longer’ journey you need to allow yourself around 45 minutes time

to recharge en route.

It's essential to be able to recharge your electric car at home, which
means getting a charging pod fitted. The cost of fitting a home
charging unit is usually around £500-£600 but with a government
grant this outlay reduces significantly. In my case, | paid £174 for a
7kw charging unit. It would have been £50 less if I'd had chosen a
slower charger unit. Also, from January it will become mandatory to
have an earth rod sunk into the ground, which will probably increase
the cost. Before the charging pod can be fitted the charging unit,
the company carrying out the installation may insist that your
energy provider fits an isolation switch. In my case this cost £120.
Beware that this charge can vary hugely, depending on your energy
provider. It's safe to charge when it’s raining or snowing but NEVER
when there is a risk of thunder and lightning!

The home installation of a charging pod takes time to organise and
book... three weeks in my case ... and during that time | had to find
somewhere to charge my car. The closest and most convenient
‘fast’ charging unit was located at the SHELL service station in
Whyteleafe, about 4.5 miles away from my house in Selsdon. So for
the most part | used that charging pod UNTIL | received a parking
fine from Euro Car Parks for staying longer than the permitted 30
minutes. To cut a long story short, | got the fine waived when SHELL
intervened in my dispute with Euro Car Parks.

Everything is done electronically and through a smart phone. All you
have to do is ‘plug’ your car in. However, charging times always seem
to vary a lot, even when using the same charging unit. At the SHELL
Service Station | used in Whyteleafe, sometimes a 40% top-up would
take 40 minutes and on other occasions an hour. SHELL claim on
their website that a 30 minute charge will give your battery 80% of its
capacity. This is nonsense. The most I've ever topped up at a SHELL
station is 82% which took 1 hour 13 minutes and cost £5.37 for 74
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A.C. Heating Services
Plumbing and Heating Engineers

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
BOILER REPLACEMENTS e PLUMBING
BATHROOM SUITES SUPPLIED & FITTED

Gas Safety Register No.401

Member of the APHC Competent Person Scheme No.308 6689009

Free estimates 2 years’ full guarantee

Tel: 020 8657 0259 Mobile: 07831 760743

IF YOU DIE WITH NO WILL:

e Your money could pass to people you would not choose to benefit
from your death
e Guardians for your infant children could be appointed by the court

IF YOU CAN’T MANAGE YOUR OWN AFFAIRS
in the future:

Expensive Court proceedings will be necessary in order for anyone (even
your close family) to deal with your finances

I will prepare your Will and/or Lasting Power of Attorney
All appointments in your own home, daytime or evening. No VAT charge.

Ring TODAY for details of my fixed charges 020 8657 0391.

Geraldine Watts Solicitor
G.M. Watts Solicitors, 2A Ridge Langley, Sanderstead CR2 0AR

www.gmwatts.com
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TIMBER & FENCING
SUPPLIERS TO TRADE & RETAIL

\“00 DS ’

CALL FOR ESTIMATES

020 8654 1256

56 SPRING LANE, SOUTH NORWOOD, LONDON SE25 4SP
www.woodsidetimber.co.uk
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miles of motoring. All this information is sent to your phone.

There are a lot of different companies which have clambered on the
band-wagon, all offering charging facilities in shopping centre car
parks, airport car parks, fuel service stations, motorway services,
parking bays, etc. You will need to set up an account with each
provider in order to pay for their services. I've got nine different apps
on my phone! Their costs are all different. In some cases they will
offer free charging, but usually that is just a slow charge facility which
can take several hours. In other cases they can be quite expensive.

The other aspect to consider when recharging your battery away
from home is that there are four types of charging connectors
available. They are CHAdeMO, CCS/SAE and Type 2. The Renault
ZOE uses a type 2. If you happen to own a Tesla, (one of the
market leaders manufacturing electric vehicles), they have their own
dedicated charging stations with different connectors and are much
faster than the CHAdeMO, CCS/SAE and Type 2 chargers.

On one occasion | was low on charge in the Reading area and
found a charging station which unfortunately had the wrong
connectors. My fault, | didn’t check properly with the PlugShare
charger locator app. Fortunately, | found a Type 2 charger a
couple of miles away. However, the app wouldn’t let me register
an account! | called the helpline number shown on the side of the
charging unit and they connected me remotely and | got a ‘free’
charge. They obviously knew there was a problem at their end.
These companies are usually very helpful and won'’t leave you
stranded, which | really appreciated at the time.

Always remember that charging your vehicle from home is much
cheaper than doing it at an external charging unit. It's definitely
cheaper to own and run an electric vehicle. There is no road tax and
maintenance is lower. As the cost of fossil fuel continues to rise the
savings will undoubtedly increase and we’ll all benefit from cleaner air.

Adrian Gates
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Contact

Selsdon Community Centre

132 Addington Road

South Croydon, CR2 SLA

Tel: 020 8651 4944

Fax: 020 8657 2268

Email: info@selsdoncontact.org.uk

SELSDON CONTACT

would like to wish all their clients a very

Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New
Year.

We would also like to thank our many dedicated
volunteers who do so much to befriend, support
and assist them throughout the year. Thank you
for giving up your time so generously.

Did you know that Selsdon Contact is Selsdon Sainsburys charity of
the year? Please look out for the collecting boxes in store. We
would like to thank Sainsburys for their support.

If you feel you could help with this valuable community support,
please call Jasmine in the Contact Office on 8651 4944. Or if you
prefer call into our office on the lower ground floor of the Selsdon
Community Centre and we can provide you with more information.

Contact: Selsdon Churches Neighbourhood Care Registered Charity 1124346
Company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No 6582829
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NATURE NOTES
NATURAL HISTORY SURVEYS

A simple survey starts by noting what is seen on a walk in woods or
fields. For long term understanding of changes a more organised
approach is necessary.

BIRDS: The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) arranges various
surveys one of which is the Breeding Bird Survey. This involves
walking across a 1km map square (and back across on a parallel
track) identifying every bird seen or heard and noting which of
several distance bands the bird is in (0-25m, 25-100m, >100m).
One visit is made in early spring and a second in early summer. Like
most surveys this is a sampling technique and will not record every
single bird in the area, but over several seasons will show upward or
downward trends. There is a current survey which attempts to note
the number of Tawny Owils calling in a given area.

BUTTERFLIES: Butterfly Conservation’s survey chooses a route
around an area like Selsdon Woods and the investigator walks this
transect once a week, in suitable weather conditions, for 26 weeks
from 15t April to Sept. A totally separate survey asks people to count
and ID butterflies in gardens or other areas and gives an idea of the
status of particular species. In conjunction with the above BTO bird
survey, butterflies in “the wider countryside” are counted.

MOTHS: Though over the UK there are more day-flying moths than
there are butterflies the majority of moths fly at night and the survey
technique involves attracting moths to a trap with a bright light. Apart
from identifying the moth species an estimate of individual species
numbers can be made. An alternative technique of “sugaring” can
be used by painting a thick sugary solution on to trees or ropes

and checking the moths which are attracted. You might have seen
George McGavin using a large floodlit sheet to attract hundreds of
moths on a foreign trip.

PLANTS: A cursory glance over the landscape can identify many
plants but evidence of diversity requires more detailed information.
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This can often be obtained by quadrat surveys where all the plants
are identified and counted within a 1m x 1m square. This process

is repeated about 20 times over the area of interest to allow for
varying soil conditions and will usually give a good idea of the range
of plants present. This technique is particularly useful to check plant
diversity when land conditions are changing when trees and scrub
are removed to create or restore grassland.

FUNGI: Fungi are not plants! As the appearance of the fruiting bodies
(mushrooms, toadstools, brackets, etc) is decidedly seasonal and
varies with weather conditions it can take many years to determine a
reasonably accurate idea of the total number of species. The majority
of the species can be determined in one season but repeated visits
will add new species each year. A survey must involve every month
of the year as some fruiting bodies appear in winter or spring while
others turn up in summer or autumn.

Other surveys look at small mammals, insects, bats and technology
now plays a part. Software and hardware exist to record bird song,
bat calls and the stridulations of grasshoppers and will give an
immediate suggestion for the species involved. Longworth live traps
can capture small mammals for ID and later release. Trail cameras
can be set up to detect animals and birds using a particular area.
Surveys are essential to get information about biodiversity.
Occasionally a “bio-blitz” can be employed when individuals in a
team will concentrate on different species groups and everything is
surveyed in one period to get an idea of the current bio-diversity.

Ted Forsyth

WILDLIFE SPOTTING!

The RSPB’s ‘Big Garden Birdwatch’ takes place on the weekend of
26" — 28" January 2019 and is the world’s largest garden wildlife
survey.
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Thinking of having a new kitchen, =
need someone you can trust?

We are a family business and our philosophy is simple,
we want our customers to be happy.
We offer a personal service and can manage the project from
concept to completion so that you don’t have to worry.

With 20 years experience, fitting naturally includes plumbing, gas (corgi registered),
electrics, joinery and any associated building works, all by qualified craftsmen.
We can do as little or as much as you want, and can offer a wide range of styles
to suit your lifestyle or budget, bespoke or just a face lift,
after all it’s your kitchen!
Our advice is free as are quotations
The solution to your problem kitchen is just a phone call away

Robin Design Solutions

Good old fashioned service & value for money
07 808 895 968 or 077 36 707 811

DIRTY OVEN? Domestic Oven Cleaning

o . Non —Caustic & Safe
r Fraaldnig youar Swan Bdla

Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, BBQs,

\V/=Y g
e W “G’ . [ Microwaves, Ranges, Agas
— Cleanmaster
Selsdon Based — Adrian Price 020 8657 9975 or 07958 327664

ROOFING SPECIALISTS

With 40 Years Roofing Experience

R. B. MILLINGTON & SONS
131 Farley Road
Selsdon, Surrey CR2 7NL

For FREE estimates and advice, ring your LOCAL roofers on

020 83959040 Mobile: 07774 671863
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Burchell & Associates

HCPC Registered Podiatry
DPoDM MChS

The Support your Feet are Aching For

™ (020) 8657 1648 (020) 8651 4199
Established family practice in Selsdon for over 40 years.

Basic Nail Cutting Service = Corns & Callous
Verruca Treatments = Fungal Infections
Ingrowing & Thick Toenails = Heel Pain/Arch Pain
Fungal Infections = Gaitscan Analysis = Orthotics/Insoles
Shoe Stretching = House, Nursing Home & Hospital Visits

30, Farley Road, Selsdon. CR2 8DA

www.burchellsfeet.co.uk selsdon@burchellsfeet.co.uk
Twitter: @burchellsfeet Facebook: #burchellsfeet

PANORAMIC o
WINDOWS @

HAMSEY GREEN

020 8651 2461

DOUBLE GLAZING AND CONSERVATORY SPECIALISTS
®  CONTACT US NOW FOR YOUR %%

* FREE QUOTATION *

FOR REPLACEMENT DOORS, WINDOWS, SLIDING PATIO DOORS,
FRENCH DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES
IN ALUMINIUM THERMAL BREAK, BROWN, BLACK OR WHITE,
UPVC, WHITE OR WOODGRAIN

* 10 YEAR COMPREHENSIVE GUARANTEE %

% Founded in 1967 - 33rd Year of Expert Service %
11 HAMSEY GREEN, 336 LIMPSFIELD ROAD, SANDERSTEAD, SURREY CR2
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Over half a million people now regularly take part and it is free and
easy for all to join in. Participants choose to watch for just one hour
during the three days making a tally of what they see. This can be
using their own garden or even their local park. They then send in
the data!

Why? The annual Big Garden Birdwatch allows the RSPB to
monitor trends to help them to understand how birds and other
garden wildlife are doing.

How to help? You will need to register before the date at rspb.
org.uk. You can then request or download a form which you can
complete online or on paper.

There is also a chance for schools to get involved with the ‘Big
Schools’ Birdwatch’ an educational activity to get closer to nature.
Designed to work for all ages and abilities.

In the meantime you can encourage wildlife into your garden e.g. by
regularly feeding the birds, creating a bird bath (as simple as a tray
raised on some stones), adding a bird box to your garden, leaving
seed heads on some plants. Perhaps go to the RSPB 