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Editor:  Heather Govier, 219 Osward, Courtwood Lane, Croydon CR0 9HG,  
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The view expressed by contributors to the Selsdon Gazette are their own and are 
not necessarily those of the Editor, the Selsdon Gazette or the Selsdon Residents’ 
Association. All letters printed as received.
The publication of advertisements in the Selsdon Gazette does not imply any warranty 
on the part of the Selsdon Gazette or the Selsdon Residents’ Association as to the 
quality of services offered by the advertiser. Residents should make such enquiries as 
they think necessary about any provider of goods or services.
Front cover image credit:  Badger seen in a Selsdon garden on 5th June 2019 - by 
David Pinkney

THE SELSDON GAZETTE

JEFF BORKETT - ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Free estimates, no call out charge, all electrical work undertaken, 
fixed price quotations, fully insured

● Consumer unit upgrades
● Fault finding
● Freeview, SKY, data, HDMI, phone installations
● Landlords safety Certificates
● Home buyers electrical inspection, 
   test & report (EICR)
● CRB Checked

● Full or partial re-wiring
● Additional socket outlets/lighting points
● LED lighting
● Outside/security lighting
● Domestic/commercial installations
● Extensions, garden sheds, office, 
   playroom electrical installations

All work completed and tested to comply 
with the current IET wiring regulations BS 7671

Part ‘P’ (Electrical Safety) Compliant

0208 651 0177/07951 015264
www.electricalservicescroydon.co.uk
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R. H. R. Adamson
P. Holden, 
R. F. G. Rowsell.
Sheila Childs, 6 Cowley Close CR2 8LU       
Linda Morris, 48 Ravenshead Close CR2 8RL
Janet Sharp, 16 Brent Road CR2 7NR
Iris Jones, 24 Southviews, CR2 8SH
Sara Bashford, 20 Wagtail Gardens, CR2 8TA
Yvonne Huber, 121 Farley Road CR2 7NL 
Ernie Sweeney, 2 Mountwood Close CR2 8RJ
Su Yates, 10 Foxearth Road CR2 8ED 
Peter Underwood, 12a Abbey Road, CR2 8NG
Ian Leggatt, 53 Queenhill Road, CR2 8DW
Phil Roberts, 44 Dulverton Road, CR2 8PG
Jenny Stawman,
Arthur Wilson,

President:
Vice-Presidents:

Chairman:
Vice-Chairman: 
Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Treasurer:
Committee:

Executive  Committee 2018

SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
selsdonresidents@yahoo.co.uk

8651 2285
8651 4010
8651 6882
8651 1907
8651 3871
8657 4576
8657 3815
8657 9284
8651 0601
8651 1140

Councillors for Sanderstead Ward 
Cllr Lyn Hale   Lynne.hale@croydon.gov.uk
Cllr Yvette Hopley   Yvette.hopley@croydon.gov.uk
Cllr Tim Pollard   councillor@timpollard.co.uk

Cllr Helen Pollard   Helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk
Cllr Robert Ward   Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk

Stuart Millson   Stuart.millson@croydon.gov.uk
Andy Stranack   Andrew.stranack@croydon.gov.uk

Councillors for Selsdon & Addington Village Ward 

Councillors for Selsdon Vale & Forestdale Ward

0208 405 6721
0208 404 3462
0208 251 8500

0207 617 7310
07783 152363

07783 152376
07816 123204

Full details of the roads falling within each of the new Selsdon wards can be 
found on the home page of the SRA website http://selsdon-residents.co.uk
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Editor's Note

∂  There is NO AUGUsT issUe 
sUbmissiONs fOr The sePTember 2019 ediTiON shOUld 

be wiTh The ediTOr NO lATer ThAN 20Th AUGUsT ∂

Welcome to the July 2019 issue of the Gazette. 

We begin with an announcement of the long awaited reopening 
of the Fairfield Halls. We follow this with a report on the last two 
speakers to address the Townswomen’s Guild. 

Then our regular history slot starts with a another look back - at 
Queenhill Road - and a comparison with the way it looks today. 
In the latest chapter of his views of Selsdon Through the Eyes of 
a War Baby, Des recalls learning the 3Rs and Ray Rowsell offers 
some D-Day Snapshots.

Jessica Blake ponders on what a difference a day makes and 
Falconwood Golf Club report on the success of their charity day. 
In Nature Notes this month Ted Forsyth tells us about an amateur 
naturalist of the 18th Century and urges us all to get involved 
in observing and recording the natural world. Finally, in a brief 
Roundabout, Carousel salutes the past owners of the Tudor Library.

Ingham Road features again in the letters section with a message 
from a war-time resident and amazingly we have two separate 
letters all the way from Australia!! There is also more about the 
dogs at the Selsdon Park Hotel and an update on Geoff Forsdyke’s 
charity donations.

Regards,

Heather

~~
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SRA NEWS ‘n’ VIEWS
A mixed bag - Selsdon Community Picnic/FSW Open Day, 

Christmas lights, NHR and Local Green Spaces

I have been asked by Tricia Underwood, the Chairman of the Rotary 
Club of Sanderstead & Selsdon, which serves South Croydon, to 
introduce the club to the Selsdon residents. She tells me that they 
facilitate the travels of Father Christmas around the houses so 
the children can catch a glimpse of him and hear some seasonal 
songs in advance of his busy delivery night. The club’s other work 
is perhaps less visible and, possibly, even unknown to the wider 
community: they liaise with the Selsdon Centre and Contact to 
learn of those who need some assistance and companionship. 
They arrange days out for seniors and other local people in need, 
provide Christmas hampers and have paid for the Selsdon Centre’s 
TV licence from their funds. They are currently negotiating with 
Sainsbury’s and Waitrose to fit a defibrillator on their external walls 
for emergency use by the general public. 

They are now joining with the SRA to help with our two main annual 
events – the Community Picnic and Fun afternoon (Sunday 8th 
September 12 - 4pm) and the Christmas Lights switch-on (Friday 
22nd November at 5pm).

The Rotarians will be taking over from me the issuing of the sacks, 
‘eggs and spoons’, holding the start and finish tapes for the races  
and perhaps also providing some other fun things to do alongside 
the other games organised by the Scouts at the Fun event. This 
year it is being combined with the Annual FSW Open Day, which will 
be keeping me busy then so I am particularly grateful for the new 
source of help. The FSW part of the dual event will have the usual 
mix of stalls of interest, crafts and bargains plus woodland themed 
activities, a storytime for children and a guided walk suitable for all 
ages. It is hoped there will be a dog show this year too but details 
of this (and times of the walk and storytime etc) are not currently 
available, so please look out nearer the time for posters on our 
notice boards as there will not be another Gazette before the event. 
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No job too small

HortiWorks
Landscaping

Mobile: 0774 0336507
Office: 020 8657 1973

email: horti_works@hotmail.com

All work fully insured
Proprietor Andy Dwyer

www.hortiworks.co.uk

Specialists in
Decking and Fencing

22

Buffets by Design

    Marie Winter 

The personal touch for all your catering needs

• Parties
• Christenings
• Funerals
• Corporate Events
• Weddings

020 8651 2338
Mobile 07745 022732

www.buffetsbydesign.co.uk

49 Littleheath Road, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 7SG.

BOB CAVE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

INSTALLATIONS SERVICING & 
MAINTENANCE

FULLY INSURED

WORK GUARANTEED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MOBILE: 07973 292027
TEL: 020 8657 2803
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020 8651 2007

Executive Mercedes * BMW * Audi saloons
6/7 passenger people carriers

AIRPORTS - BUSINESS TRAVEL - LONG DISTANCE
LONDON THEATRES & STATIONS - SOCIAL EVENTS

Smart, Courteous, Knowledgable Drivers
Fully insured and licensed

Selsdon Park Cars
Providing transport for business and pleasure

!  

S.K FASCIAS LTD 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

We specialise in:  -    UPVC Fascia, Soffit & Guttering 
- Flat roofs, Roof repairs, pointing & tiling 
- Driveways 
- All general building work 

FREE ESTIMATE ALL WORK GUARANTEED FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY 

STEVE KING 07973 625 638 
                         0208 651 9492 
EMAIL: skf29@hotmail.co.uk 



597

Please be sure to put this event date, Sunday 8th September (12-
4pm) in your diary now so you have something to look forward to 
just after the end of the school holidays. We would love to see many 
more the Selsdon residents (and others from elsewhere too!) attend 
to prove we do still have a community spirit here. 

More details of the Christmas lights event will be in the Autumn 
News’n’Views.

Referring back to the theme of community in Selsdon, some Selsdon 
residents were able to revive this in late May when a group of eight 
ladies met together for a ‘catch-up’ about 35 years after the last 
meeting of the local National Housewives’ Register group. Yes, we 
didn’t mind being called ‘housewives’ then – but had formed the 
group to talk about things other than children and domestic problems! 
We remembered one meeting was held in 1984 and discussed 
how near to the novel we had come. It seemed to us at our recent 
meeting that the social, technical and economic changes in our lives 
since the inception of NHR were still quite mind-boggling. We would 
all love to make contact with anyone who was part of the group but 
who missed this first reunion. Do please contact me via the SRA 
email (please use NHR as the subject to help differentiate this readily 
from other emails).  We will then let you know if and when we have 
another get-together. Perhaps you have some old photos you could 
scan and send via the email too? I don’t think we are planning to do 
anything on a regular basis as we all still seem to have various family 
responsibilities plus all the other interests we have cultivated over the 
years.  Nevertheless, we would like to hear news from everyone and 
perhaps meet once in a while. 

Finally, just to let you know that the SRA has responded to a 
request from the Council’s Spatial Planning team which is now 
reviewing the local open space aspect of the Croydon Plan. The 
team has launched a public consultation asking residents and local 
organisations to provide more evidence to identify any local green 
space that is felt to be of value to their community (whether as a 
breathing space, a recreational place or just somewhere green 
between the houses) and to make a plea for their designation as a 
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Local Green Space in the Plan so they can be retained as they are 
now and not developed.  

The Council’s criteria for a green space gaining Local Green Space 
designation in the Croydon Plan are that it is reasonably close to the 
community that uses it, that it is demonstrably special to the local 
community and that it perhaps holds a particular significance, for 
example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational 
value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife 
and that it is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 

I am sure we can all think of somewhere like that around here 
e.g. Foxearth Spinney, Ashen Grove, Hawthorn Crescent 
and Abbey Road grass areas etc. The deadline for this 
information to be received by the Council is 15th July so, if 
you do get this Gazette in time and haven’t yet submitted any 
comments via https://getinvolved.croydon.gov.uk/kms/dmart.
aspx?strTab=ConsultationTimeline&PageType=item&filter_
Surveyld=571 then I urge you to do so immediately as every 
response is valuable!

Linda Morris, Vice Chairman, SRA 

Editor’s Note- To avoid typos if using the above link, I suggest 
you open up this Gazette page on the website so you can enter 
the link directly from there by simply clicking on it.

~~

THOMSON’S OF SANDERSTEAD
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
WALLPAPER HANGING 
PLASTERING 
GENERAL BUILDING

SLATING, TILING, FLAT ROOFS, 
GUTTERING, ETC.
Tel: 020 8406 8712
Mob. 07703 246824

C. A. Thomson, 7 Ansley Close, Sanderstead, Surrey CR2 9BQ
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2019 SRA SUBSCRIPTION ENVELOPES 
DROP-OFF POINTS

If you have not already done so, please deliver your annual 
subscription (and any additional donation) to one of the addresses 
listed below or to any of the committee members – their 
addresses are at the front of the Gazette. If you are visiting the 
library or shopping at Sainsbury’s, you are reminded you can always 
drop the envelope into the Selsdon Centre (just use their letter box if 
closed) if that is more convenient for you.

Make sure your address and the amount you are paying is clearly 
shown on the outside so we can add you to the paid-up list. Our 
‘price’ is held again this year – we believe it is still excellent value 
at only £3 per household subscription, plus any extra donation you 
care to give towards the Christmas lights. 

Thank you for your support!

6. Abercorn Close

204, 326 Addington Road

19, 66 Albatross Gardens

9 Ambleside Gardens

95, 106 Arundale Avenue

96, 125 Benhurst Gardens

21 Birdwood Close

9  Brent Road

29 Byron Road

12 Courtlands Close

6 Cowley Close

4 Crozier Drive

10, 20 Dulverton Road

4 Elm Park Gardens

5 Ferns Close

38 Foxearth Road

2, 68 Greville Avenue

17 Ingham Road

23, 71 Kingswood Way

8 Kittiwake Close

6 Langley Oaks Vale

10 Lapwing Close

26, 29 Littleheath Road

1 Mallard Road

1 Martin Close

5, 14 Mountwood Close

3 Nightingale Road

43 Norfolk Avenue

3, 25 Peacock Gardens

17 Redwing Close

16 Ridge Langley

1 The Rise

1, 20 Rylandes Road

24 Southviews

171 Sundale Avenue

11 Swallowdale

10 Sylvan Close

7 Teal Close

5 Turnstone Close

28 Upper Selsdon Road

20 Wagtail Gardens

9b, 32 Woodland Gardens

3 Wyncote Way
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We are very grateful to the residents at all these addresses who 
have previously agreed to pass on to us the envelopes you drop 
into them. We have once again taken the liberty of assuming their 
ongoing support. However, if any now wish to be removed from the 
list, please let us know before the copy deadline of 20th August for 
the next Gazette so the deletion can be organised in time to catch 
that issue. We also apologise if anyone has moved into one of these 
addresses in the past year and was not warned this community duty 
comes with the house! Please do let us know, though, if you do not 
wish to carry on with it and we will remove the address from the list!

Iris Jones, SRA Treasurer and all the SRA Committee

~~

COUNCILLORS’ NOTES

SELSDON’S GREEN SPACES UNDER THREAT

Croydon Council is proposing to build on green space in Selsdon. 
They will be transferring a number of sites to the Council’s wholly-
owned subsidiary company Brick By Brick. The plans were 
approved by the Labour Council on 10th June and they include 
building the following number of houses/flats on these sites:
Freelands Avenue green space – 10 units
Corner of Shepherd’s Way green space – 7 units
Farnborough Avenue green space – 15 units
Tedder Road garages – 4 units
Heather Way Garages/Car Park – 4 units
Foxearth Road green space - 18 units
Croham Valley Road (adj no.124) - 7 units
Hawthorn Crescent – 7 units

It is recognised that Croydon needs more homes however building 
on the precious green space on Monks Hill and Selsdon is not 
appropriate. Especially when they are not building on derelict sites 
around the borough like Edgecoombe on Monks Hill.
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CONTACT US NOW FOR YOUR
* FREE QUOTATION *

PANORAMIC
WINDOWS

of
HAMSEY GREEN

020 8651 2461
DOUBLE GLAZING AND CONSERVATORY SPECIALISTS

FOR REPLACEMENT DOORS, WINDOWS, SLIDING PATIO DOORS,
FRENCH DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES

IN ALUMINIUM THERMAL BREAK, BROWN, BLACK OR WHITE,
UPVC, WHITE OR WOODGRAIN

H 10 YEAR COMPREHENSIVE GUARANTEE H

11 HAMSEY GREEN, 336 LIMPSFIELD ROAD, SANDERSTEAD, SURREY CR2
H  Founded in 1967 - 33rd Year of Expert Service H
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KIBA
KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGNS

QUALITY KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
►  PLUMBING
►  CENTRAL HEATING
►  TILES

A unique one stop shop for 
all your plumbing, tiling and 
installation needs.
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND PLUMBING SHOP

119 Addington Road
Selsdon, South Croydon
Surrey CR2 8LH

Tel:   020 8657 1222
Fax:  020 8657 6660
Email: info@ki-ba.co.uk
Internet: www.ki-ba.co.uk

 
 

        Approved Master Installer
 
 
We are a flooring company based in Warlingham which has been supplying and laying 
carpets and wood flooring for over 40 years.  We supply and install all brands of carpets, 
vinyl’s and wood/ laminate flooring.  We also supply and install Karndean, Amtico and most 
contract flooring.  We are an approved master installer of Quick Step flooring, which is one 
of the largest wood suppliers in the world where all installations are backed up and 
guaranteed by Quick Step. 

Whether it is a very small domestic job or a large commercial contract, we provide a very 
professional installation from start to finish.  All work is fully guaranteed and insured.   We 
hold an NVQ in Flooring and Health & Safety so you can be assured to receive a professional 
service from a qualified and skilled installer.  

Let us take the stress and legwork out of buying flooring.  At a suitable time to you, we will 
visit with a variety of samples so you can choose in the comfort of your own home, discuss 
and compare with your existing colour scheme. 

T Marks Flooring is based on a personal service and for that reason you will only ever deal 
with one person - from estimate to installation – HOW SERVICE USED TO BE. 

Why not give us a call for a free no obligation quote. 

T: 0208 657 9252
M: 07836 201751
Email: tmarksflooring@sky.com
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If you are unhappy with these proposals you can sign the petition 
that has been set up to oppose the developments.  It can be found 
on www.change.org and search for ‘Selsdon’.

As your local Councillors we will do everything we can to resist 
these inappropriate developments.

LITTER PICK

We were delighted to join a 
happy group of volunteers 
for a litter pick that had 
been organised by Selsdon 
Baptist Church on 15th June.  
It was all very professionally 
arranged and Selsdon 
certainly looked a lot tidier 
afterwards. 

Here are Helen, Andy 
and Stuart about to set off 
(Robert had already gone to 
litter pick on Monks Hill).

LOCAL PLAN REVIEW – PROTECTING PARKS

It is ironic that at the same time as proposing to build houses on 
green spaces as outlined above, Croydon is also undertaking 
a Partial Review of the Croydon Local Plan. This is the framework 
used when decisions are made by Croydon Council about planning 
applications.

Local Green Space designation is an extra layer of protection 
against development for parks and green spaces.

For an area to be identified as a Local Green Space, it has to meet 
the following criteria from the National Planning Policy Framework:
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●  it’s reasonably close to the community it services;

●  demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular 
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), 
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

●  local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

In 2016, as part of the preparation of the Local Plan, the Council 
tried to gain this extra layer of protection for all of Croydon’s parks 
and green spaces that met the criteria. All were put forward, 
however, none of them were granted the Local Green Space 
designation as the Planning Inspector felt there was not enough 
local evidence to prove how these spaces were special/important to 
local communities, or that they hold any particular local significance.
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You can get involved by completing the survey ‘Local Plan Partial 
Review - Call for Evidence on Local Green Spaces’ in the ‘Get 
Involved’ section of the Council’s website. Select one of the green 
spaces and tell the Council how you use it and why it is important to 
you. The Council has highlighted three spaces in Selsdon as shown 
on the map with the asterisks.

You can also suggest new areas that you think should have this 
protection.

We will work with residents associations to try and get this added 
protection for our green spaces. 

The closing date for providing this information is 22 July 2019.

Meet Your Councillors

The Selsdon Team of Councillors will be holding surgeries in the 
Selsdon Centre (next to Sainsbury’s) on the first Saturday of the 
month from 10am – 11.15am (except August).  
If you have any issues you wish to discuss with your councillor 
please come to the surgery or get in touch by email:

Helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk
Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk
Stuart.millson@croydon.gov.uk
Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS June 2019
19/02599 – 67 Chapel View, South Croydon, CR2 7LJ - Retention of 
alteration to add levels and create patio and steps

19/02430/FUL  3C Selsdon Parade, Addington Road, South 
Croydon, CR2 8L -Alterations.  Erection of a single storey side/rear 
extension for use as storage and installation of a new shop front

19/01803/HSE – 6 Copse View, South Croydon, CR2 8HH - 
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Construction of single storey side and rear extension

19/02373/HSE – 75 Chapel View, South Croydon, CR2 7LJ - 
Retention of alterations to ground levels and boundary fencing

19/02002/HSE – 142 Croham Valley Road, South Croydon, CR2 
7RA - Erection of single storey rear and side extension. Loft 
conversion including rear dormer.

~~

THE REOPENING OF THE FAIRFIELD HALLS

September 16th 2019 will mark the end of what has seemingly been 
a very long journey for the Fairfield Halls. The venue will re-open 
following extensive refurbishment and will offer up South London’s 
largest arts centre to the borough of Croydon and beyond.

Sympathetically refurbished to its original 1962 splendour, the venue 
will offer the perfect cultural experience from 10am until midnight 
daily. The community will be welcomed in to an open and bright 
new space, The Arnhem Foyer.  A full program of free events are 
planned for the foyer;  a series of lunchtime concerts, “audience 
with…” interviews (Ian Dale of LBC interviews Janet Street Porter, 
John Snow and Jenni Murray in the first season), community choir, 
children’s music and movement classes, children’s band concerts 
and professional exhibitions (Windrush by Jim Grover Sept-Jan). 
Where there used to be offices overlooking the foyer there are now 
the original mezzanines. These mezzanines have been named 
after the old Davis and Empire theatres and offer a real vantage 
point. The Sun Lounge sees the original chandeliers replicated and 
rehung. With a two story drop they add a sense of style to what is 
now a fully fitted bar and lounge area with seating for over 100.

Across the venue there is a collection of pianos from Sevenoaks 
Hurstwood Farm, Phoenix Pianos. These fine instruments will have 
pride of place in the foyer, the new Fairfield Lounge (a customer 
priority and member only space located on the fourth floor where 
you can enjoy a private bar, restroom, table service, complimentary 
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ROOFING SPECIALISTS
With 40 Years Roofing Experience

R. B. MILLINGTON & SONS
131 Farley Road

Selsdon, Surrey CR2 7NL
For FREE estimates and advice, ring your LOCAL roofers on

020 8395 9040      Mobile: 07774 671863

Microwaves 

 

 

 

Domestic Oven Cleaning 

 Selsdon Based – Adrian Price  020 8657 9975 or 07958 327664  

             Non –Caustic & Safe 
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, BBQs,    

Microwaves, Ranges, Agas 
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drink and nibbles on arrival and the opportunity to retreat from the 
hustle and bustle pre-show, interval and until midnight post show) 
and of course the Phoenix Concert Hall.  The venue will be teaching 
the next generation of concert pianists in the Phoenix Piano 
Academy and for children aged 4-6 the Yamaha Music School will 
start its first term in November.

A delightful pre-show dining experience awaits in what was the 
second floor Maple room. The Terrace Bistro now opens up to a 
private roof terrace which will be stunning in warmer months but will 
also offer an abundance of light in to the space all year round. The 
Terrace Bistro is a purpose-built restaurant space. What was the 
Fairfield Room is now the Arthur Davison Suite and the old Ashcroft 
Room becomes the Yamaha Suite. Neither space have bars within 
them any more, making them large spaces ideal for receptions and 
meetings.

The car park beneath the venue is now linked to the main lift on the 
College Green side of the building, making access a lot easier. The 
lifts now stop at the upper foyer area so the old single wheelchair 
lift is no longer needed thankfully!  Additional accessible toilets are 
located on all floors and a changing space has been added to the 
upper foyer. The car park will be operated by Q Parks and will open 
in late 2019.

What will the programme bring when we open, I hear you ask? 
Well, a lot… the Ashcroft Playhouse (re-named to give it a new 
life; Dame Peggy was a formidable actress and we wanted to 
recognise that with a focus on new theatre and musicals) will 
host some of the finest pieces of theatre on offer in the UK from 
companies such as Hull Truck, Theatre Royal York, Queens 
Theatre Hornchurch and New Wolsey Theatre Ipswich. Live 
broadcast cinema will also have its home in the Ashcroft so you 
can enjoy the RSC, National Theatre, Bolshoi Ballet and many 
other great events from the comfort of Croydon. The Phoenix 
Concert Hall will play host to amateur orchestras, choirs and school 
groups from across London and the Surrey/Kent borders.  Our 
resident orchestra, The London Mozart Players and our orchestra 
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in partnership, The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, present their 
own inimitable seasons. Other highlights from the first season 
include the BBC Symphony Orchestra, English Chamber Orchestra 
and the Chavorenge Children’s Choir with members of the Czech 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Top name comedy and live music will be 
spread across the season and Christmas sees the pantomime move 
to the Phoenix Concert Hall with the hit musical ONCE sitting down 
in the Ashcroft Playhouse for three weeks ahead of its UK tour.

Ticket prices across the venue start at £15. The Fairfield Fifteen 
price band will be released as soon as shows go on sale.  Sign 
up to receive weekly on sale alerts from our first brochure 
(released end of June 2019) at fairfield.co.uk

Dates for your diary
●  Monday September 16 – open house, come and have a look 

around!

●  Tuesday September 17 - our first lunchtime concert in the foyer.  
All foyer events are free and open to all

●  Wednesday September 18 - we are thrilled to present the 
first concert back in the Phoenix Concert Hall, the LMP 
70th Anniversary Gala Concert

· 
Neil Chandler - Venue & Artistic Director – Fairfield Halls

~~

SELSDON AFTERNOON TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD

I am starting this month’s article with a short quotation from the 
Spring issue of ‘Townswoman’, the magazine of the Townswomen’s 
Guilds, because it will remind you of who we are. “Townswomen’s 
Guilds was born 90 years ago in 1929. Since then, we have been 
bringing fun and friendship to thousands, and speaking out on 
issues our members care about. Not part of TG? We’d love you to 
join us” and the Selsdon Afternoon Guild meets at St John’s Church 
Hall on the third Friday of the month at 1.30pm.
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Our speaker in April was Angela Young, who gave us an excellent 
and very moving talk on ‘The Able Seaman and Titanic’. The title 
should perhaps also have included the Aristocrat, as Angela’s great 
grandmother, the Countess of Rothes, known as Noel, was also on 
board the fated ship, and the two of them met to become lifelong 
friends. The Titanic was described as ‘unsinkable’, so when it hit an 
iceberg in April 1912 there was no panic. But it took some time for the 
captain to sense the damage and put out an alarm and then it was 
realised there were only 16 lifeboats. Able Seaman Thomas Jones 
was responsible for number 8 lifeboat in which Noel found herself 
and he realised that she knew something about boats and put her at 
the tiller. He concentrated on rowing away from the liner in case of a 
suction wave, but it was nearly 8 hours before they realised there was 
another boat near them. The Carpathia had received their message 
just 4 minutes before the Marconi room was closed for the night, but 
the full horror of this terrible accident will probably never be known as 
many survivors could not speak about it.

Our May speaker could not have been more different, as he was 
accompanied by a beautiful golden Labrador called Star. His name 
was Paul Harmon and he was representing ‘Guide Dogs for the 
Blind’. He had lost his sight very suddenly 20 years ago and had 
existed for 10 years trying to cope with a white stick when a friend 
suggested getting a guide dog. His first dog was called Spencer, 
but unfortunately he had to be retired for health reasons and he 
had had Star for only 16 weeks - but the bond between them was 
already strong. Suitable dogs go first to ‘puppy walkers’ who begin 
their initial training and keep them until they are 13 months old. Then 
they go for advanced training, which is hard work, when they learn to 
wear a harness and obey specific commands. Paul feels immensely 
privileged to have Star and said “One must trust the dog, for he or 
she is the brains!’ Guide Dogs for the Blind was started in 1931 and 
has no Government finding, relying entirely on charity donations.

By the time you read this we shall have had our June meeting, 
which was a party to celebrate 90 years of Townswomen’s Guilds so 
I shall write more about this in my next article in October.

Elizabeth Veasey
~~
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QUEENHILL ROAD, THEN AND NOW

The houses in Queenhill Road were built by Messrs Costains in the 
late 20’s and the area was marketed as ‘Croham Heights’. The air 
at our rarified altitude was said to be better for one’s health than 
the pollution of London. This photo would have been taken from the 
junction of Queenhill and Littleheath Roads, looking south. In the 
middle distance can be seen the junction with Rylandes Road and 
then Farley Road. In the far distance is, I think, Mountwood with 
Sanderstead Plantation behind. Note the timber fences on the left 
hand side and the low brick walls with concrete posts and chains to 
the right. The houses were left with plain render or pebble dashing 
to the bays and upper storey. No bright paintwork other than the 
white window frames. Incidentally the roof tiles were French.

Re-Energise
Intuitive Practitioner in Massage & Reiki/Energy Healing 

Visit www.tamarajanebuckley.co.uk for further information

ð

ð

Ingledale Therapy Centre
Tanhouse Road, 
Oxted, RH8 9PE.

TEL: 01883 717277

*** Gift Vouchers Available upon request ***

Tamara instinctively knows what I need as soon as I walk in to her treatment room.  
Her intuition is quite amazing.  She is, quite simply, the best, most effective healer 

and therapist that I know and I would highly recommend her to anyone. (Clare, 34)

Amethyst Osteopathic Clinic
266 Addington Road, 

South Croydon, CR2 8LE.
MOB: 07816 938176
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Head Office: Alphaglaze (Croydon) Ltd, 25 Crofters Mead, Courtwood Lane, Croydon CR0 9HS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, DOORS - WIDE RANGE OF CONSERVATORIES

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
FOR  NEW  CUSTOMERS

* EXCLUSIVE OFFER * 
FREE LEAD OR GEORGIAN 
ON QUALIFYING ORDERS
Free 10 year guarantee

A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY
Our Reputation counts for a great Deal!

0800 136021
BS 7412
BS 7413
BS 6206
BS 5713

* Ask for Interest Free/No Deposit Finances
* Top Quality Materials
* Maintenance Free

* PVCu and Aluminium
* High Security Locking Systems
* 28 mm Sealed Units

ALPHA  GLAZEALPHA  GLAZE
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For a professional landscaping service

HOOKED ON GARDENS
We can carry out all your landscaping requirements

Fencing
Paving
Drives
Turfing

Full garden makeovers
Stock supply and planting

Telephone your enquiries to Nicholas Hook
Office: 020 8651 2503
Mobile: 07771 788179

We also run a Garden Maintenance Division
and will be happy to discuss this service with you
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The best example is outside the Queenhill Road Medical Practice 
(above right) where the original brick walls and concrete posts 
survive.

Ian Leggatt

~~

Compare the peaceful scene above with a contemporary view taken 
during a lull in the traffic (below left).

Nothing survives now of the timber fences but look closely down the 
right hand side of Queenhill and one will still see remnants of the 
low brickwork walls composed of one or two courses surmounted 
with a course of bricks on edge. 
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SELSDON SCHOOL DAYS 1944 TO 1951 – THE THREE RS

In earlier chapters of my memories, I have already written about 
my very first year at Selsdon School in 1944, and lessons in the air 
raid shelters whilst flying bombs flew over, or on occasions fell, on 
Selsdon.  Also my second year, playing truant and being punished 
by Miss Smith in what must have been Class E. So I will continue, 
starting with Miss Smith who left an indelible mark on my first days 
at school.
 
Bear in mind that I am going back some 70 years, so some 
memories are now a bit dim and I might have got some of the 
teachers’ rolls mixed up.

Like all schools, the day started with the Register. Next we filed out 
for Assembly in the school hall which doubled as the school gym. 
This hall was also where we had our inspections by the visiting 
school nurse, to check the health and nutrition of us children. 
Could we balance on a beam; did we have nits in our hair; were we 
being properly fed and cared for by our parents; did we show any 
indication of T.B. And worst of all, did we need a visit to the school 
dentist!

The morning assembly was led from the school stage by, was it 
Nutty Almond the Head Mistress, or perhaps the Deputy Head, 
either Miss Mead or Mrs Beach? 

I obviously didn’t pay much attention at school because the only 
teachers that I have clear memories of, other that Miss Smith, were 
Mrs Beach (Class B) and Miss Chubb (Class C) because they 
shared a house in Old Farleigh Rd and I often saw them walking 
home from school. The only other teacher was Mr Russell who 
joined Selsdon School much later, when I got to Class A , for which 
he became the class teacher.

But where was I? Ah, yes! The Assembly.

It started with us all saying the Lord’s Prayer, and ended with us all 
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DM

Parking is limited - Bus 433 stops nearby.

See a variety of activity, charity & craft stalls              
FSW Tombola with lots of prizes. 

               White Elephant stall with books,
             Dog Show and the FSW 2020 Calendar
              Judge our Photographic competition.

Guided Walks: 12.30 & 2.30 for about an hour
                     FSW Scavenger hunt & items of 
                     interest for children & a storytime 
                     session for them from 1.45 to 2.15pm.

OPEN DAY

    Sunday 8th September 
12 noon to 4pm

      Selsdon Wood Car Park off Old Farleigh Road

 SELSDON COMMUNITY PICNIC LUNCH
plus FUN and GAMES AFTERNOON

           Come to meet and make friends 
           with your neighbours and others.
                            Bring your own picnic, 
                           chairs, rugs, bats & balls, kites etc. 
                         Sorry - no BBQs or stoves.
Refreshments & Games provided by local Scouts
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Buffets by Design

    Marie Winter 

The personal touch for all your catering needs

• Parties
• Christenings
• Funerals
• Corporate Events
• Weddings

020 8651 2338
Mobile 07745 022732

www.buffetsbydesign.co.uk

49 Littleheath Road, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 7SG.

BOB CAVE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

INSTALLATIONS SERVICING & 
MAINTENANCE

FULLY INSURED

WORK GUARANTEED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MOBILE: 07973 292027
TEL: 020 8657 2803

StopCALL MICK

MAKE SURE 
YOU CALL A 
REGISTERED 
PLUMBER

ACE PLUMBING
TANKS - CYLINDERS - BURST PIPES 
HEATERS - WATER HEATERS - TAPS 
BATHROOMS - BLOCKAGES - 
LEAKS ALL PLUMBING WORKS

24 HOUR SERVICE * NO CALL OUT 
CHARGE * CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 
FULLY INSURED * CUT OUT & KEEP

TEL: 020 8651 4461
MOBILE: 07974176342

 

Croydon Social Language 
Club 

Practise and polish your language 
skills – all levels 

Informal conversation in French 
Spanish and German in friendly 

surroundings every Monday evening 
(except bank holidays) from 8-10pm 

South Croydon Sports Club Beech 
Copse (off Birdhurst Rise) CR2 7ES 
Admission £3 Members and £3.50 

Non-Members but your first evening 
is free! 

FREE Onsite and street parking 
Drinks and Refreshments available at 

the bar 
Contact David Tel 020 8680 5887   
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singing a hymn, accompanied by one of the teachers playing the 
piano. The most oft sung hymn was “Onward Christian Soldiers”, 
very appropriate as we were then still at war. However, now 70 
years later in these multi-cultural times, it would probably result in 
the Head Teacher being arrested and charged with a hate crime! 

Religious knowledge was an important part of our education in 
those times. And this was the first lesson when we went back into 
class. Each school day we were read a story, or part of a story from 
the Old Testament. I can clearly remember Miss Smith reading to us 
in my second year. In later years, as we learned to read, we children 
would practise by taking turns to read out loud, short sections of that 
day’s story. This was not easy, because the version of the Bible then 
in common use was written in formal church language. For example: 
Thou shalt not kill; For thine is the kingdom; I say unto thee, etc. 
There were other bits, which we, in our young innocence, did not 
comprehend – Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife. And, Thou 
shalt not commit adultery. Nowadays the children see it every week 
on East Enders!  Times have changed.

However I found the stories of the Old Testament; such as David 
and Goliath; the Pharaohs, the 7 year famines and plagues of 
locusts; the flight from Egypt and the opening of the waters of the 
Red Sea and much more, to be fascinating stories. So much so, that 
in my adulthood I went to the library to read again this history from 
ancient times. However it is now written in modern English and no 
longer had its previous authority and authenticity. So it soon went 
back to the library virtually unread.

It was probably in Miss Smith’s class that we progressed from 
writing with a pencil to writing with a scratchy pen. Our desks had 
inkwells and we had blotting paper to soak up the copious ink blobs 
as we tried to master this new writing tool. Hence my reference 
above to Miss Smith having left an indelible mark on my first days at 
school!

Do you remember trying to write with the cheap and nasty, standard 
school pen? The nib would tear into the paper of the exercise book, 
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or bend because we were applying too much pressure. No wonder 
Mr Biró invented the ballpoint pen! 

So that is the first 2 Rs, Reading and Riting, which only leaves 
Rithmetic, a subject at which we were far superior to the children of 
today. The reason for this is that today everything is “decimalised,” 
multiples of 10.  So 100 pence to a £1, and 1000 grams to a Kilo, etc. 
 

We had to learn and contend with 12d = 1 shilling, and 8 half-
crowns = £1, or was it 240d = £1?  No of course, it was 2 ten bob 
notes! 

A ten bob note = 120d or today = 50p  
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Then there was 16 oz = 1lb and 112 lbs = 1cwt, and if that was not 
enough, 12 inches = 1 foot and 36ins = 1yd and 1,760yds to a mile. 
And that is but a fraction of the numerical quirks of the Imperial system. 
No wonder we were little Einsteins by the time we sat the 11+.

All this schooling was preparing us to take the scholarship exam, 
the 11+, in our last year of primary education. It was our gateway 
to a grammar school. I failed and as a result my Mum and I were 
called up to see Mrs Almond the Head Mistress. She advised us 
that the reason I had not passed was because I had flunked the 
intelligence test paper. No I wasn’t stupid, it was because we had 
no training for it at school, it not being part of the curriculum. Mrs 
Almond recommended that we get copies of past test papers (which 
could be purchased) so that I could familiarise myself with the types 
of questions, and practise them, which I did.

This was my last year in Primary and I then moved onto Selsdon 
Secondary, and a year later re-sat the scholarship, and now, having 
mastered the type of questions posed in the Intelligence Tests, this 
time passed the scholarship. So thus ended my years at Selsdon 
School, and in 1951, the year of the Festival of Britain, I started the 
next chapter of my life!  
        
Des Donohoe

~~

D-DAY SNAPSHOTS – 6TH JUNE 1945

A decade or so ago, the then editor of this Gazette kindly gave 
space for some personal recollections on Selsdon in wartime. 
The recent 75th anniversary of D-Day again triggered some strong 
memories of that time.

For those of us who have the privilege to still be alive, the recall 
of some of those events remain vivid and indelible. I welcome the 
opportunity to share some of these with you.
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D-DAY SNAPSHOTS - PART ONE

The morning of Tuesday, 6th June was dull and overcast. The 
previous day had been stormy. In Selsdon, normal business was 
the order of the day. After nearly five years of war, survival was the 
key aim. After the trauma of Dunkirk, the fall of France, the Battle 
of Britain and the Blitz, as well as the capitulation of Singapore, 
prospects were now brighter.  The Yanks were alongside, Rommel’s 
troops had been beaten in North Africa and the Russians were 
making progress in the East. Italy, however, was proving to be a 
tough nut to crack.

Following eight months of nightly air raids from September 1940 
until  May 1941, we lived underground. These raids suddenly 
stopped on the 10th May, inexplicably. The reason became clear 
some weeks later when Hitler invaded Russia.

In Selsdon, community life was strong and resilient. Every vacant 
piece of ground was cultivated to grow fruit and vegetables. 
Chickens were kept in back gardens and local smallholdings thrived. 
I cannot recall ever feeling hungry during that time. “Grow Your 
Own” was the key philosophy.

A friend, Peter Stilwell, lived with his widowed mother in Sundale 
Avenue, directly opposite Benhurst Gardens. Peter would have 
been a dead ringer for Harry Potter today, with his metal-rimmed 
glasses and studious demeanour. His hobby was experimenting 
with chemicals in his bedroom. Muffled explosions would be heard 
coming from his room at times and he would appear with a soot-
blackened face.

With an unexpected suddenness, a very heavy air raid occurred on 
the 10th May, three years after the last. We retreated into our very 
damp garden shelter. Bombs rained down. Over the years, we had 
developed a way of calculating how far away the bombs were by 
counting the gap between the whistle stopping and the explosions 
heard. By 4.00 a.m. the all-clear had sounded and I ventured out. 
Dawn was just breaking. Calculation suggested that the bombs 
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had fallen about 2/5ths of a mile away. My heart sank when I found 
Peter’s house and the one adjoining as a tangled heap of wreckage. 
An air raid warden stood on guard. He was saddened to report that 
two people had been killed whilst taking refuge in their Anderson 
shelter.

Then, in the dull morning twilight, I was astonished to see Peter, 
slouching with hands in pockets. “I knew I should have given up 
those experiments!” he said. Sadly, we later found that the elderly 
couple next door, name of Sarson, had perished. They were a highly 
regarded couple and regular worshippers at St. John’s Church.

My sister, Elsie, had been bombed out of her house in New Cross 
and she, with her family,  were now living at the top of Kingsway 
Avenue. With her two young children,  she had taken refuge in an 
indoor Morrison shelter. The explosions had brought down a pile of 
soot which had smothered them all. Outside, a large bomb splinter 
had ripped  a huge chunk out of the window-sill to their garage.

This tragic and totally unexpected air-raid had shaken us all.

===========================

In common with many of my schoolfriends, I had taken up 
employment in central London as Croydon was not the commercial 
centre it is today. My office was in the unimpressive boulevard of 
Kingsway, just up from Aldwych.

At that time, Central London purveyed a somewhat smoky and 
sooty grandeur. Not only had the stonework not been cleaned for 
many a year but the relentless fire-bombing and many smogs had 
taken their toll. The one exception was the newly opened Waterloo 
Bridge of which the Portland Stone facade was still pristine. 
Lunchtime explorations of London took place with a friend. Climbing 
the 200 or so steps to St. Paul’s Stone Gallery, we were amazed 
by the surrounding scores of acres of devastation which revealed 
hidden basements that had not seen the light of day for centuries. 
In high summer, the whole area was carpeted with flowering plants 
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and shrubs which had sprouted from seeds that had lain dormant for 
centuries. St. Paul’s stood proudly amid this devastation, apparently 
unscathed. There was further devastation around Holborn Circus 
but the well-loved department store of Gamages appeared 
unharmed. Other areas, such as the Inns of Courts, Lincolns Inn, 
appeared untouched.

Spot checks revealed that about one person in three was in 
a uniform. This increased to two out of three near Piccadilly 
Circus. These were mainly Americans who were attracted by 
the Stage Door Canteen. The Yanks’ high quality uniforms led to 
some resentment from the Brits! Road transport was good and 
London buses excellent (there were few cars on the road!). The 
Underground and Tube were extremely good though the main train 
services were crowded. 
 
That morning of the 6th the radio played quietly in the office which 
served as a bedroom for those staff on fire-watch. At 9.30a.m. the 
news spread that General Eisenhower was speaking, announcing 
the landings in Normandy. This came not as a complete surprise. 
Many of the women in the office had menfolk in the front-line armed 
services. News from them had been sparse in recent weeks. Some 
letters had been intercepted by  the censor and blue pencil marks 
were apparent. Two months earlier, whilst cycling the Kentish 
Weald, I had come across a convoy of some two miles in length of 
Sherman tanks parked up between Limpsfield and Crockham Hill 
and manned by Americans. 

By the evening of that June day, we knew that a foothold had been 
achieved in Normandy although details were short. At least we could 
relax awhile, knowing that Hitler would be too distracted to bother us 
with more air raids.

We could not have been more wrong.

Raymond Rowsell (to be continued.)

~~
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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES!!

As we all know, we can never predict what a day may bring, we 
only know what we have perhaps scribbled into a diary, but a day 
is worth so much more in surprises. Take yesterday, for example. It 
was just a normal day going through the normal chores - cleaning, 
ironing, having a walk, watering plants, cooking dinner etc. ... and 
then I turned on my e-mail ...... and the day was a very extraordinary 
day indeed.

At first all I saw were the endless dreary ads and as I sighed my 
way down the list, deleting as I went, I almost deleted an e-mail from 
one daughter, which brought me back to attention pretty smartly, 
and then one from my brother and one from a cousin and finally 
there was one from my cousin’s wife. It felt like Christmas to hear 
from so many close people and all at once - what on Earth was 
going on? There was even something from a woman whom I had 
never heard of.

Going back down the list I started with daughter and all was well, 
phew! Then I tried brother and wham, it had become a bright 
sparkling day. My sister-in-law had been short  listed for a writing 
prize. Although we had seen her on TV at times she had never 
done something as amazing as this before. We were so excited 
for her. The day couldn’t get any better than that, surely? Oh, 
but when things go well it can all come at once in a lovely way 
too. Just the reverse of bad times when the news goes from bad to 
worse.

My cousin’s wife’s a keen ancestor tracer and she had not only 
discovered a family tree which entwines with ours, but the woman 
whom I had never heard of was the person who had got in touch to 
tell us all about herself and her father and grandfather.  

Our grandfathers had fallen out and had ceased speaking, but 
I had known they made up before my grandfather died and was 
one of the party who went to get the two elderly gents together. 
The others had been unaware until my cousin’s wife remembered 
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something I had said and took her researching from there - and 
found the missing relatives! More importantly the woman was 
delighted to find she had hidden relatives and had written an 
e-mail telling us all about herself and saying she hoped perhaps 
we may meet.

Turns out we have a lot of traits and skills in common. At a time 
when the relatives are beginning to thin in number it is a blessing to 
find a welter of new ones.

If anyone reading this is considering doing some ancestor tracing 
of their own, you too may find a long lost relative or two. Well worth 
doing if you feel lonely, or just want an interesting job when sitting 
down.

What a difference a day makes!

Jessica Blake 

~~

FALCONWOOD GOLF CLUB CHARITY DAY 
20TH MAY 2019

Falconwood Golf Club held its ninth annual Charity Golf Day in May 
2019. The Golf Club is located at the Addington Court Golf Centre 
which is operated by Crown Golf.

We were very lucky this year with good golfing weather - cloudy with 
sunny intervals but no rain. There were 70 people, both golfers and 
helpers, taking part in the day’s events, and it was a very successful 
and enjoyable day.

In total, we raised £8,000 on the day for our Captains’ Charities, 
which this year were  The Chartwell Cancer Trust Lily Pad Appeal 
and St. Christopher’s - the money raised being shared equally 
between the two charities. The cheques were presented to the 
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01883 714 000

If you are moving house....
....or require storage
Contact Britannia Sandersteads, your local removals
& storage specialist

info@sandersteads.com www.sandersteads.com

REMOVALS, STORAGE
AND INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING
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    A J Taylor          

                                                                            On behalf of D J Taylor & Son 

                       Local electrician 
                       Domestic and Commercial  
All works undertaken                 Rewires / Partial Rewires 
Fuse Board Changes                  Fault Finding 
Main Bonding                            Testing and Inspections 
Telephone: 020 8651 4260         Mobile: 07932 032 395 
                        djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk 
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Tel: 020 8651 4260    Mob: 07932 032 395
djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk

VERTICAL BLINDS 3 FOR £140 up to 6 feet wide any drop
5 YEAR GUARANTEE, FREE FITTING, LOCALLY CROYDON BASED

ROLLERS*VENETIONS*ROMANS*PLEATED CONSERVATORY SPECIALIST FITTING

FREE PHONE 0800-6521168

LOCAL SERVICE WITH NATIONAL STRENGTH
UKBlindsdirect
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Charity Representatives at Addington Court Golf Centre after the 
Charity Day lunch and presentation of trophies.

Since our first annual Charity Golf Day in 2011 we have raised 
£48,750 for our Captains’ Charities and have supported Small 
Steps, Marie Curie, The Friends of the Phoenix, Demelza 
Hospice Care, NSPCC, Cancer Research UK, Prostate Cancer 
UK, Alzheimer’s Society, The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity, St 
Christopher’s and The Chartwell Cancer Trust Lily Pad Appeal.

For a small Golf Club this is quite an achievement, and we are 
planning to hold our tenth Charity Golf Day in May 2020.
We would like to thank everyone involved, including Crown Golf and 
our sponsors, for their continued support and generosity.

Kathryn A. Whitbread & David Whitbread 

~~
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A big Thank You to – 

!  

Who made Selsdon Contact their charity of the year. 

And a big thank you to their customers who donated so generously to 
raise a magnificent £2,993.22. 

Selsdon Contact provides support and practical help to residents in 
the Selsdon area.  All the work is ‘outreach’ – helping people to stay 
independent in their own homes and providing ways to achieve that 
independence.   

If you feel you could help with this valuable community support, 
please call Jasmine in the Contact Office on 8651 4944. Or if you 
prefer call into our office on the lower ground floor of the Selsdon 
Community Centre and we can provide you with more information. 

Selsdon Churches Neighbourhood Care  Registered Charity 1124346 
Company limited by guarantee  Registered in England. No. 6582829

Contact  
Selsdon Community Centre 
132 Addington Road 
South Croydon, CR2  8LA  
Tel: 020 8651 4944 
Fax: 020 8657 2268 
Email: 
info@selsdoncontact.org.uk 

!  

www.selsdoncontact.org.uk
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www.architectclinic.com
020 8254 2544

24 HOUR SERVICE

J. B. SHAKESPEARE LTD.
FAMILY FIRM OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS

AND MEMORIAL MASONS (Est 1877)

Head Office:
67 George Street, Croydon CR0 1LD

Own parking near to Registrars

(Please telephone first)
175 Selsdon Park Road, South Croydon CR2 8JJ.   020 8657 3616

Chapels and Monumental Works:
21 / 27 Sheldon Street, Croydon CR0 1SS

enquiries@jbshakespearefunerals.co.uk
www.jbshakespearefunerals.co.uk

CONTACT US FOR PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL EXPENSES PLANS

Phone 020 8688 1447 020 8688 2003
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COME AND
VISIT US

Caring    Learning    Aspiring    Succeeding

A vibrant and community-centred school in the 
heart of South Croydon

Selsdon Primary is a unique 
community school in the 
sense that it really encom-
passes the community. With 
FoSP, Selsdon Primary’s 
parent-led charity, the school 
engages with the local com-
munity like no other school in 
the area. As a feeder school 
to Riddlesdown Collegiate, 
Selsdon Primary also offers 
unique opportunities to all its 
children.

SPACES AVAILABLE
FOR 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR
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MORE INFORMATION:

admin@selsdonprimary.org.uk

Selsdon
Primary School
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NATURE NOTES
GILBERT WHITE

Citizen science engages thousands of amateur naturalists in 
collecting data which will later be analysed by professionals. For 
example, the British trust for Ornithology organises breeding bird 
surveys (and others) while Butterfly Conservation concentrates on 
distribution and numbers of butterfly species. There are also less 
formal arrangements such as the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch and 
the Butterfly Conservation count of butterflies in gardens.

Gilbert White was a clergyman living throughout the eighteenth 
century in Selborne (Hampshire) and while walking or riding in 
the area he made valuable observations of wildlife – he was 
probably one of the first amateur naturalists. His observations 
and speculations were recorded in a series of letters to Thomas 
Pennant, author of the publication British Zoology, and later to 
the Honourable Daines Barrington, a barrister and FRS. The 
letters were eventually collected in the book A Natural History of 
Selborne.

White identified and described the harvest mouse and its nest. 
He also identified the noctule bat. He first separated the three 
Phylloscopus species of bird – chiffchaff, willow warbler and wood 
warbler – by initially recognising that they had different songs - 
then by following the current tradition of shooting specimens which 
he then carefully described.  He also shot and ate a ring ouzel.

Stone curlews and corncrakes were familiar birds but he does not 
mention the common curlew. Red-backed shrikes (butcher birds) 
and wrynecks were local breeding birds and great grey shrike was 
a winter visitor. Large numbers of ring ouzels were seen in autumn 
and again in spring but he was unsure whether they originated in 
the north of the country or came from the continent.

He was aware of migration – he had a brother living in Spain 
who saw many birds migrating to and from Africa over the 
Straits of Gibraltar – but many times in his letters he insists that 
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some swallows remain over winter in a torpid state in caves and 
crevices, and this at a time when the general belief was that birds 
that disappeared in the autumn hibernated at the bottom of ponds! 
In support of migration, he knew that many small birds frequently 
landed on ships at sea during autumn and spring periods.

Despite being an acute observer, relying on his own observations 
rather than hearsay, he could make mistakes. He confused a 
wintering grey wagtail with the yellow wagtail which does not 
remain in this country over winter. He was familiar with the 
mustelids – otter, stoat and weasel but thought there was one 
smaller than the weasel – it is in fact the female which is smaller 
than the male. He thought he had found a new species of water 
vole but it was a brown rat, which swims readily. The common 
rat in his time was the black rat and the brown rat had only just 
appeared in this country.

Phenology plays a significant part in his observations – recording 
first and last dates of arrival and departure of various birds, dates of 
nesting, egg-laying and fledging.

As his correspondents were learned men his letters are interspersed 
with frequent quotations in Greek and Latin.

His technique of careful and repeated observation forms the basis of 
modern natural history surveys but we now have access to facilities 
such as binoculars, telescopes, cameras, recordings of bird song, 
devices which will record and identify bats, etc.  

So what are you waiting for?  Get out into natural surroundings, 
observe, and pass on your records!

Ted Forsyth

~~
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ROUNDABOUT

Change (in case you have not yet noticed) is accelerating, more so 
in the retail shopping area. Going or gone are the days when one 
could spend hours trailing through our large department stores such 
as Allders, Grants & Debenhams (once Kennards).   Many of us still 
remember Kennards with nostalgia, with its exotic arcade and pony 
rides for the kids. 

Although we have all witnessed many changes in our own high 
street recently, one shop has retained its identity since it opened 
some 85 years ago. It is, of course,  the newsagents known as 
Tudor Library.  Started by Mr. & Mrs. Woodman in the thirties, 
it has retained its identity and service to the community over the 
years. Some residents may be puzzled about the term library. The 
shop initially ran a lending library, consisting largely of romantic 
novels. (Boots the chemist ran a large version at many of their 
stores at that time.)  When the Woodmans passed away, the baton 
was passed on to their son-law, Mr. Jordan. He, in turn, passed 
the shop on to his family, Bill and David, who held the fort for some 
years

For nigh on 35 years the Patel family have successfully run this 
shop, not only as a business but also to support the local community 
of Selsdon.

Natubhai and Urmila Patel, on leaving India, first settled in East 
Africa, namely Uganda and Kenya. On emigrating to the U.K., Mrs. 
Patel found employment in a sub-post office in a chemist shop. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Patel acquired an entire range of retail activities 
including that of greengrocery! Thence to Selsdon for the next few 
decades! Although having a full-time job, son Jitesh would be seen 
standing in for the early weekend shift. Daughter-in-law Helena 
would be beavering away in the shop more often than not.

Our thanks to them all and we wish them a long and contented, 
well-earned retirement (from shop duties anyway!). And a warm 
welcome to new owners, Mr. & Mrs. Shah.
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Good jokes do not normally fall from the lips of friend Sellis. 
Recently, a friend of his journeyed to Helsinki to visit her son. Sellis 
told her about the story of the alleged lost passenger who boarded 
the plane in London but who was never seen again. I ask Sellis 
what happened. 

“Guess he just vanished into Finn-Air!” he offered.

I throw a book at him as he chortles out of the room. It misses. I 
have to reluctantly admit that, for Sellis, it is not a bad joke at all.

“Carousel”
~~

WHAT’S ON
You will find here information of events that are taking place in 
our area that may not have been mentioned elsewhere in the 
Gazette.

~~

SRA COMMUNITRY PICNIC & FUN AFTERNOON AND FSW 
OPEN DAY
Sunday 8th September 12 noon – 4 p.m. in the Car Park Field, 
Selsdon Wood 

SELSDON RESIDENTS’  ASSOCIATION (SRA) with the 
Rotary Club of Sanderstead & Selsdon (serving South Croydon) 
COMMUNITY PICNIC AND FUN AFTERNOON
●  Come with your family and meet with your neighbours

Let’s have all parts of Selsdon represented!

●  Bring your own picnic paraphernalia (but no BBQs, please)
Let’s hope only sunshades and not umbrellas needed!

●  Enjoy your own picnic food and drinks or buy burgers, 
sausages, cakes and hot & cold drinks from the Scouts - 
Especially if not true picnic weather!
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Plumbing and Heating Engineers
CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS

BOILER REPLACEMENTS ● PLUMBING
BATHROOM SUITES SUPPLIED & FITTED

Gas Safety Register No.401

Member of the APHC Competent Person Scheme No.308 6689009

Free estimates     2 years’ full guarantee

A.C. Heating Services

Tel: 020 8657 0259   Mobile: 07831 760743

IF YOU DIE WITH NO WILL:
●  Your money could pass to people you would not choose to benefit 

from your death
●  Guardians for your infant children could be appointed by the court

I will prepare your Will and/or Lasting Power of Attorney
All appointments in your own home, daytime or evening. No VAT charge. 

Ring TODAY for details of my fixed charges 020 8657 0391.

Geraldine Watts Solicitor
G.M. Watts Solicitors, 2A Ridge Langley, Sanderstead CR2 0AR
www.gmwatts.com

IF YOU CAN’T MANAGE YOUR OWN AFFAIRS 
in the future:

Expensive Court proceedings will be necessary in order for anyone (even 
your close family) to deal with your finances
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CK CARPETS
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

TYPES OF FLOORING

Carpets - Vinyls

Amtico - Karndean

Solid Woods - Laminates

Free Measuring & Estimating

Showrooms at: 
3 Limpsfield Road

Sanderstead CR2 9LA

Tel: 020 8651 6833 

Painting & Decorating
Home Maintenance & Repair

• Reliable & Friendly Service
• Fully Insured
• References Supplied
• Top Quality Finish

For a free competitive estimate 
& advice call David Wilson on:

020 8654 6227 or 07960 073604
Abbots Green, Croydon

HomeDec
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●  Take part in old fashioned fun races
Sacks available for children &adults, hula hoops and ‘egg and 
spoon’ races etc

●  Why not make it a street or inter-family challenge?

e.g. Your neighbours v. another group or your family/friends v. 
others

Enjoy the FSW displays and stalls, join the walk, judge their photo 
competition and also a chance to drop off your SRA subscription envelope.

BUT, above all, do come and have fun!

FRIENDS OF SELSDON WOOD OPEN DAY

●  Information displays about Selsdon Wood – photo 
competition to judge

●  FSW White Elephants, books and Tombola Stall
●  FSW Children’s activity stall
●  FSW/ Children’s Library Storytime for the under 7s 
●  FSW Guided Stroll through the wood 
●  Wide range of charity and craft stalls – for your early 

Christmas shopping
●  Various stalls  - local organisations – activities, raffles, face 

painting etc
●  Fun Dog Show - tbc
●  ‘Soul Symphony’ stall/performance - tbc
●  Action games organised by the Scouts
  

Every one of our stall holders looks forward to your support!

~~
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CATERHAM ART GROUP - ANNUAL EXHIBITION

Do come down to Caterham on the last weekend of July and visit 
our Exhibition. You can view the framed paintings and vote for your 
favourite, browse through the unframed paintings and prints, look 
at the small paintings and cards, have a cup of tea and cake, and 
maybe take part in the raffle. You will be made very welcome and 
should you wish to buy, you’ll find something for every budget.

Venue: United Reformed Church, Harestone Hill, Caterham, CR3 
6SX, opposite Morrison’s car park.

Times: Friday 26 July, from 10 am till 5 pm, Saturday 27 July, from 
10 am till 5pm, and Sunday 28 July, from 11.30 am till 4 pm.
To find out more about our monthly meetings and summer 
sketching outings please visit: www.caterhamartgroup.org.uk                     
FACEBOOK   Caterham Art Group

~~

THE RSPB CROYDON LOCAL GROUP 
Monthly Illustrated Wildlife Talks in South 
Croydon

Whitgift Sports Club, Croham Manor Road - off Croham Road. 
South Croydon, CR2 7BG. Second Monday of each month, 2pm 
and again at 8pm. Admission £4. Everyone is welcome, not just 
RSPB members. Free refreshments. A selection of RSPB goods, 
nuts & seeds are on sale. Parking limited on site but free in adjacent 
roads. 64 & 433 buses stop nearby in Croham Road.

Monday August 12th 2019: The Group’s General Meeting 
(afternoon) and AGM (evening) will be preceded by a talk 
celebrating 130 years of the RSPB. Tessa Boase will be telling us 
about those women who defied convention to fight the plumage 
trade. Her research into that led to the writing of her book “Mrs 
Pankhurst’s Purple Feather” (subtitled ‘Fashion, Fury and 
Feminism - Women’s Fight for Change’). 
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Monday Sept 9th 2019: “Transatlantic Travels” - Mike Mockler 
looks at wildlife in some of his favourite places in the Americas, 
among them Costa Rica, the Galapagos Islands, Jamaica, Canada 
and Patagonia. Birds range from glittering forest gems like the 
resplendent quetzal to snowy owls and Andean condors. Mammals 
include elephant seal, three species of sea-lion, orca, humpback 
whale, moose, elk, wolf and puma. 
 
For more information contact John Davis on 020-8640 4578 or see 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/croydon

Note: on request we give illustrated bird talks to local 
organisations.

~~

FRIENDS OF SELSDON WOOD
Wednesday 14th August @ 2pm - ‘Mini-Beast Hunt’ with Roger 
Hawkins (of interest to young children)
Meet in Selsdon Wood car park, Old Farleigh Road.

To make enquiries or to check the above, see the Walks and 
Workday pages of the website www.friendsofselsdonwood.co.uk

Or phone 020-8657 0423 or e-mail: selsdonwood@gmail.com

Selsdon Wood is owned by the National Trust and we have our own 
page on their website at http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/
selsdon-wood

~~

SELSDON PRIMARY SCHOOL REUNION
If you, your parents or grandparents attended Selsdon Primary school 
between 1939-1946, we invite you to attend this year’s reunion of the 
‘Wartime Children’.  This lunchtime reunion will be held on:

Wednesday, 16 October 2019 at Farleigh Golf Club, Old Farleigh 
Road, Warlingham, CR6 9PE - From noon onwards – lunch to be 
served at 12.30pm
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This annual event is becoming more popular. Starting a few years 
ago with just half-a-dozen or so, last year it attracted over 30 ex-
pupils, despite the passing years! The last seventy years passed 
like a flash as fond childhood reminiscences were exchanged. A 
stoic generation indeed.

For those wishing to attend this year’s event, a menu will be sent 
to you nearer the time so you can order your dining requirements 
beforehand.

For more information please contact Jill Maynard

Email: jill.m.maynard@gmail.com      Phone:  020 8657 3858

~~

‘HOLIDAY at HOME’ AT SELSDON BAPTIST CHURCH
Once again Selsdon Baptist Church is hosting a ‘Holiday at Home’ 
for Selsdon Seniors.  This year our theme is ‘Wonderful Wales’ and 
it will be held at the Church and in the Halls from Monday 29th July, 
on alternate days, through to Sunday 4th August.

Many Selsdon Seniors have attended over past years and it is ideal 
for those who cannot get away on a proper holiday. Come and enjoy 
being waited for morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea. There is 
also the opportunity if you wish, to be active with quizzes, crafts and 
puzzles or maybe you would prefer to simply relax.  

Music will also feature in our programme this year

If you would like to attend or would like to know more, please 
contact the Church Office on 020 8651 4308 to apply for a booking 
form.  Places are limited so do not delay!

We hope to see you there

The H@H Team at Selsdon Baptist Church

~~



53

SELLING  OR  LETTING
FREE  VALUATION  SERVICE

     SELSDON    to    SANDERSTEAD
216 ADDINGTON ROAD

8651 1234
77 MITCHLEY AVENUE

8657 5000
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COMMUNITY  
CAFÉ St. COLUMBA 

Held at St. Columba’s Church Hall, Queenhill 
Road, Selsdon. 

                  EVERY WEDNESDAY 

Serving teas, coffees, homemade scones & 
cakes 

from 9:30am – 1:30pm with fresh soups &  

light bites from 11:30am - 1:30pm. 

REASONABLE PRICES 
Everyone welcome  -  bring your friends  -  drop by for a cuppa & a chat, even 

handicrafts!  Free parking. 
All proceeds go to local and wider charities   –   Helping the Community in any 

way we can. 
We have currently donated to Mary’s Meals, The Lily Pad Appeal at Mayday, 
HCPT – Lourdes, The Honeypot Children’s Charity & The Ronald McDonald 

House. 

Word not your Way ?
Excel not your Expertise ?

PowerPoint not your Passion ?
Mail Merge not your Mindset ?

Virtual PA able to assist with all your secretarial and administrative needs.

Filing not your Forte ?
Typing not your Thing ?

Presentations not your Prowess ?
Transcribing Dictation not your Talent ?

Email:  susan@thewrightva.co.uk Tel:  0203 290 2750 / 07989 679459

www.thewrightva.co.uk

Formerly Susan’s Office Solutions 
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SANDERSTEAD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
SLHG  meetings All Saints Church hall at 2pm. The hall is on bus 
routes and there is a free car park. Small fee of £2 each visit to 
cover hall and refreshments - no annual fee. All welcome 

July 31 - Roman Road - discovering the route from Farleigh to 
Beckenham - Frank Mercer

Contact Joyce Hoad (Chair) joycehoad@virginmedia.com 
or chris.harman@tiscali.co.uk

~~

SOUL SYMPHONY CHOIR
Have you seen the banners recently on display? Soul Symphony 
are holding a Festival event on 20th July at Emmanuel Church, 
South Croydon, CR2 7AF. To get tickets, go to http://bit.ly/27obhNO 
or pay at the door.

Joining the award winning Soul Symphony Choir, are the Work 
in Progress Quartet, the B.I.G. Choir, Harrow Community Gospel 
Choir, ACHIM mime group and the recently started Croydon Church 
Choir. For more information, go to www.soulsymphony.co.uk

Soul Symphony is a dynamic vocal ensemble based in South 
Croydon. The members join together each week to have fun and 
make amazing music. Everyone is welcome to join us and be 
energised by the uplifting sessions, as well as the mutual support 
and encouragement of this exciting community.

Please join us for our Autumn Term that starts on Tuesday 10th 
September, from 7.15pm at the Emmanuel Centre, Rockhampton 
Road, South Croydon, CR2 7AQ.

~~
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THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDERSTEAD
Tuesday July 23rd 2019, 10.30 - 11.45am - Sanderstead 
United Reform Church Hall, Sanderstead Hill CR2 0HB (next to 
Sanderstead Library, parking in surrounding roads, 403 Bus Route)

“Nicola Moorby” - Turner versus Constable
Nicola Moorby is an independent art historian specialising in British 
art of the 19th and early 20th centuries. She studied at the University 
of York and Birkbeck College, London. She formerly worked at the 
Tate Britain as a curator and researcher.

Coffee is served from 9.30 - 10.15am - Please register on arrival,  
there will be a small fee of £5.

For more information on joining our society so that you can take 
full advantage of our wider programme of day visits, foreign and/or 
home tours, Special Interest Days and other social events please 
ask for details at the hall or ring 

Sue Davenport 020 8660 9122

Website: www.theartssocietysanderstead.org.uk

~~

MUSIC EVENTS FROM THE PHOENIX COLLECTIVE - SAVE THE 
DATES!

  Do you write songs?  Are you a singer or choir leader who 
would like some help arranging a piece to sing?  If so, put this 
date in your diary!  The Selsdon-based Phoenix Collective are 
excited to announce a visit by American a cappella expert Chris 
Rupp (founder of the NBC Sing-Off winners, Home Free), on 
Sunday 19th October 2019.  Chris will be available to work with 
individuals or groups on aspects of song-writing and a cappella 
arranging.   Why not give a session with him as a gift to a family 
or friend who is a keen musician?     The sessions will take place 
in Selsdon, so right on your doorstep! 
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  Are you a primary class teacher wanting to learn how to teach 
music?  Are you a primary music specialist looking to refresh your 
practice with new ideas and insights?   If so, come to the ‘Music in 
the Primary Classroom’ course on 26th-27th October 2019!   This 
is hosted by Selsdon Resident Cyrilla Rowsell (author of the Jolly 
Music series) and Gerard Klaassens, a creative music educator 
from The Netherlands.   The venue for this weekend will be St 
John’s Primary School in Shirley Church Road.

More details to follow but SAVE THE DATES NOW!
www.thephoenixcollective.co.uk
 

~~

We welcome your letters so do please get 
in touch if you have something to share 
with Selsdon residents.
Please remember to state your name, 
address, contact number, and publication 

anonymity requirements in all correspondence to the Editor. 
Anonymity can be granted on request, but anonymously sent 
letters/e-mails will not be published.
Heather Govier, Editor

~~

15th May
Dear Heather

Here is the best I can remember about living in Ingham Road, 
Selsdon. We moved there in 1943 from York Road and lived in the 
second house on the left at the top of the hill - it was called Hilltop 
and I think the number was 36.

We were a family of 6. Father was in charge of the Home Guard 
Headquarters in Selsdon Road near Baileys Garage. Our mother 
was an air-raid warden for Ingham Road. I have three sisters - Pat, 
Elizabeth and Elaine. Our surname was Gosling.
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Our dining room was converted into a first aid centre - luckily this 
was never used. My sister Pat and I used to go round with a baby 
pram and knock on doors to collect papers and magazines for the 
war effort and take them to the library to be sorted.

We were evacuated to Pudsey with our mother and returned to 
Selsdon for VE day in 1945 and we moved from Ingham Road in 
1946/7.

Norma Brothers
~~

25th May
Good Afternoon from Sydney, Australia.

I wonder if you could assist with a query regarding a report on the 
15th March 1941 bombing incident written by Ted Frith which I have 
recently discovered.

I am in the process of tracing some Mortimer family history and this 
report refers to an ancestor, Ethel Banfield (nee Mortimer), who was 
killed in the attack along with husband Richard. I believe the name 
of their only child who survived to be Norman R. Banfield and not 
Eric, as stated, so would like to investigate the source of this report 
in order to establish the correct name. Investigations from both the 
Mortimer and Banfield families have failed to clarify the name, nor 
what became of the child.

I would greatly appreciate your assistance in this matter, especially 
if you can put me in touch with somebody who has more information 
on this particular Selsdon bombing.   

Many thanks.

Kind regards,

Liz Gregory (nee Mortimer) pjaelg@gmail.com 

Editor’s Note - The article referred to was written by Ted 
Frith for the Gazette some years ago but is to be found 
amongst the Rowsell Chronicles on the SRA website https://
selsdon-residents.co.uk/the-rowsell-chronicles.php. If you can 
help please contact Liz directly and let me know.
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28th May
Good day,

I was born in June 1940 at Purley hospital and lived at 37, Abbey 
Road, Selsdon until May 24th 1950 when my parents, along with 
my older sister Pauline, emigrated to Australia. Des Donohoe, one 
of your recent correspondents was and still is my very best mate. 
Living in the same road, our families formed a tight bond as we did 
with many over the post-war years. Surprisingly, they are all good 
memories. Survival and reconstruction brought about the solidarity 
and strength all Brits have. At nearing 79 years of age I have strong 
memories of the later war and post war years. Along with my sister 
in 1993 we thanked Australia for all she has given us by becoming 
Aussie citizens. Despite this slight change, the English blood still 
runs proudly in my veins. I plan, god-willing, to walk up Abbey Road 
next year. If you tell Des, he may not believe you as I have been 
telling him this for years. I look forward to reading the Selsdon 
Gazette in the months to come. 

Many thanks.

David Parr
~~

16th June 2016
Hello Heather and Michael Fox,

I have been following your information in recent Letters pages of the 
Gazette, re- the sightings by Michael of the dogs kept at Selsdon 
Park Hotel in the 1950s, and the later sightings by our Gazette 
Editor circa the 1970s.

These later sightings by Editor Heather, were described as “when 
they had the Labs by the fire and when I saw the paintings”.

Today I went with some family members for a Sunday Tea at the 
hotel. This gave me an opportunity to see it the dogs still survive, 
stretched out beside the fire. But being mid-summer there was of 
course no fire!

However one of the dogs still survives, even though the paintings 
that Heather saw are no longer hanging beside the fireplace.
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For those dog lovers who may be better at determining the disputed 
breed of this one remaining dog, these photos may resolve its true 
heritage. 

Des Donohoe.

Looking for a mobile hairdresser?                                     

  
Highly qualified insured hairdresser  

with 40 years experience 

 Qualified with: 
 City & Guilds  

The Hairdressers Registration Council 
 as well as being qualified in Trichology 

 Very reasonable rates  

All aspects of hairdressing  
available including perming 

Call Elaine: 07977689215   
                  02086650871 

~~

5th June
Just a line to let you know that your advertising and my efforts 
to raise funds for Parkinson’s U 
K Research to find a cure, has 
generated £283.98 so far this year 
thanks to the generosity of folk 
who have turned out their drawers 
and cupboards and donated their “ 
trash for cash”. Please convey my 
sincere thanks to your readers. 

Kind regards,

Geoff Forsdyke
Editor’s Note - If you have any 
jewellery, coins, stamps or mobile 
phones to recycle please contact 
Geoff at 01883 620 331 or 
geoff_forsdyke@hotmail.com

~~
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Selsdon Hall is a large hall and available to hire for Selsdon Hall is a large hall and available to hire for 
many different functions.many different functions.  

Tel: 020 8657 4300      Tel: 020 8657 4300        
Email: selsdonhall.info@gmail.com       Web: www.selsdonhall.co.ukEmail: selsdonhall.info@gmail.com       Web: www.selsdonhall.co.uk 

Jubilee Coffee Shop is open Jubilee Coffee Shop is open   

Monday to Friday 9Monday to Friday 9--5pm and Saturdays 95pm and Saturdays 9--4pm4pm  

Selsdon Hall, 132 Addington Road, Selsdon, Croydon, CR2 8LA 

Please call or email us for further details.Please call or email us for further details.  



A  SELECTED LIST OF SELSDON ORGANISATIONS
The information provided is, we hope, accurate, but we cannot take any responsibility  for any mistakes. 
Any alterations should be sent to the Editor, as well as contact details of any organisation omitted.

CHURCHES
Forestdale & Selsdon Community Church                                                          8657 0078
St John the Divine  (Church of England)                          Parish Office             8657 2343  
Selsdon  Baptist                                                                 Office                        8651 4308
St Columba’s   (Roman Catholic)                                                                         8657 3747
St Francis (Church of England)                                         Monks Hill               8657 7864
Croydon Jubilee Church                                                    Office                        8651 2807
Upper Selsdon Road Hall (Christian meeting place)                                          8657 2417
Church of Jesus Christ of LDS                                                  Bishop Hawkins  01883 349914

DOCTORS, DENTISTS & EMERGENCY CARE
Farley Road Medical Practice                                                                              8651 1222
Queenhill Medical Practice                                                                                  8651 1141
Selsdon Park Medical Practice                                                                              8657 0067
Croydon University Hospital (formerly Mayday Hospital, 24/7)                       8401 3000
New Addington Minor Injuries Unit (Mon-Fri 14:00-22:00/Sat-Sun 12:00-22:00) 8251 7225
Purley War Memorial Hospital (Urgent Care Centre, 08:00-20:00, 365 days/year) 8401 3238

CLUBS, GROUPS & CHARITIES
CONTACT  (neighbourhood care)                           Andy Stranack                       8651 4944 
Selsdon Centre for the Retired                               Craig Anderson                    8651 1111 
Croydon Hearing Resource Centre                           Office                                       8686 0049          
Bourne Society                                                       Roger Packham             01883  349287
Croydon Natural History & Scientific Society         Brian Lancaster                         8668 6909
Croydon Recorded Music Society                          Liz Brereton                         8656 7382
Croydon Voluntary Association for the Blind                                                     8668 2486
Cruse Bereavement Care Helpline                                                                              8916 0855
Friends of Littleheath Woods                                   Ian Leggatt                            8651 1140
Friends of Selsdon Wood                                          Heather Govier                      8657 0423
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Senior Section
       Girlguiding UK: http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved.aspx     0800 169 5901
Parkinson’s UK Croydon & District                       Jacky Green                   01737 355487
Police (Selsdon & Ballards SNT)                           Beat Officer:                        8721 2464
RSPB, Croydon Local Group                                  John Davis                            8640 4578
Rotary Club of Croydon South                               Wendy A Parr                 07774 186792
Probus Club of Croydon South                              John Barker                          8657 2093
St John’s Dramatic Society                                        Caryl Rapps                            8651 1326
St John’s Wives                                                      Jane  Guglielmi                    8657 6672
Sanderstead Plantation Partners                             Michael Lishmund        020 8651 2760
1st Selsdon & Addington Scout Group:                  Website:            www.1stselsdon.org.uk
    Beaver Colony (6-8yrs)                                          Maddie Dunn                    07703 531652
    Cub Pack (8-10yrs)                                                Louise Baker                    07737 404668 

Scouts Troop (10-14yrs)                                         Douglas Gordon               07514 651711         
Croham Valley Explorers                                        Anthony Woodin             020 8651 3780

Selsdon Art Group                                                    Mrs S Hooper                  07973 412952
Selsdon Bridge Club                                                 Tony Cherrett                   01883 730304
Selsdon Community Hall                                        Tim Potter (Centre Manager) 8657 4300
Selsdon Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild              Elizabeth Veasey                   8657 1092
Selsdon Floral Club                                                Maureen Browning               8651 5821
Selsdon Social Club                                               Beryl Gascoigne                   8660 2611
Selsdon Tennis Club                                               Geoff Littlewood                  8651 4748
66 (Selsdon) Squadron Air Training Corps            Rob Cleeter                           8651 5958



07979 856604 • 020 8657 0316
info@jcdecoratorsltd.co.uk

•   Free Estimates
•   Paper Hanging

•   Quality Painting
•   Interior/Exterior

CHRIS of CROYDON
Upholsterers

•  Full re-upholstery service
•  Dining room chairs, armchairs, sofas etc.
•  All repairs including new padding, webbing, 
    replacement foam, springs etc.
•  Huge range of fabrics and pattern books
•  Leather restoration, replacement
•  FREE ESTIMATES

Due to increased costs and overheads, which we didn’t want to pass on 
to customers, the business has closed its retail side and is now focused 
on offering a more versatile mobile service.

For all your upholstery needs please call
020 8657 8580

for a prompt and helpful service!

D. Meehan
Building Services

Over 40 years experience • Fully insured
Internal & external decorating • Kitchen design & fitting
Building maintenance • Brickwork • Tiling • Carpentry

Home improvements & repairs

Tel: 020 8651 2441  Mobile: 07836 360 060  Email: meehandjm@aol.com


