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For a professional landscaping service

HOOKED ON GARDENS

We can carry out all your landscaping requirements

Fencing

Paving

Drives

Turfing

Full garden makeovers

Stock supply and planting
~ Telephone your enquiries to Nicholas Hook
: Office: 020 8651 2503
Mobile: 07771 788179 -

We also run a Garden Maintenance Division
and will be happy to discuss this service with you




Selsdon & District

Funeral Service

Your Local Funeral Director

Independent and Licensed Funeral Directors
Extensive Range of Memorials

We Serve All Denominations in Any Area
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Over 50 Years Experience

FOR IMMEDIATE PERSONAL ATTENTION
PLEASE TELEPHONE: 020 8657 0030

We provide 24 hour assistance

204 Addington Road
" Golden Leaves Selsdon, Surrey. CR2 8LD

Funeral Plans www.selsdonfunerals.co.uk
“ info@selsdonfuneralservice.co.uk

W
Insured and qualified
manor gardens

TREECARE Tree Reductions

Est. 1981 ——

& Tree Removal
020 8657 7667 '

o

07931 220044

manorgardenstreesi@yahoo.co.uk Hedge Cutting

©

manorgardenstreecare.co.uk Site c:learance

Stump Removal

Woodland Management
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SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

mail2.selsdonresidents@gmail.com

Committee 2024/2025

Hon. President:  Pamela Holden

Chair: Sheila Childs
Vice-Chair: Linda Morris
Secretary: Trevor Stotten
Hon. Treasurer:  Iris Jones
Committee: Yvonne Huber
Su Yates
Peter Underwood
Jan Leggatt
Phil Roberts
Jenny Stawman
Janet Sharp
Chris Jones
Geoff Bailey
Ken Davies

Councillors for Selsdon & Addington Village Ward

ClIr Robert Ward Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk 07783 152363
ClIr Joseph Lee  Joseph.lee@croydon.gov.uk 07716 092463

Councillors for Selsdon Vale & Forestdale Ward
Cllr Andy Stranack Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk 07816 123204
ClIr Fatima Zaman Fatima.zaman@croydon.gov.uk (07458 092567

Councillors for Sanderstead Ward

ClIr Lynne Hale Lynne.hale@croydon.gov.uk 0208 651 2229
ClIr Yvette Hopley Yvette.hopley@croydon.gov.uk 0208 640 7033
ClIr Helen Redfern Helen.redfern@croydon.gov.uk

Full details of the roads falling within each of the Selsdon wards can be found
on the home page of the SRA website http://selsdon-residents.co.uk
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{ | Editor's Note

Hello everyone and welcome to the June Selsdon Gazette.

As you can see by the cover, June is subscription collection
time for the Selsdon Residents' Association. Please use the envelope in
this Gazette before it gets lost so that, amongst other things, we can
all enjoy the Christmas Lights along the High Street once again.

I hope that you are all making the most of the longer days and shorter
nights in June. For those entering our 'Grow the tallest Sunflower"
competition remember to keep them watered as, hopefully, the
weather improves. We continue this outdoors theme in this Gazette
with our Gardeners from the Sanderstead Horticultural Society
urging us to visit the Hampton Court Palace Flower Show and their own
Summer Show. Mary Gill celebrates World Environment Day with her
cautionary poem, while Ted Forsyth tells us about the small mammals
that can be spotted in Selsdon Wood. Following last month's annual
report from the Friends of Selsdon Wood, we feature the annual
report from the Friends of Littleheath Woods; so much has been done
by the volunteers in these local woods.

We have news of planning applications in Selsdon and Purley with new
communications masts in the centre of Selsdon and the redevelopment
of the old Sainsbury's site and car park in Purley, hopefully providing
a new swimming pool for the area. Ian Leggatt concludes his series of
articles about the fourth housing development in Selsdon which was
carried out by Costains in Selsdon ninety years ago. Su Yates takes
another look at hobbies, this time cricket, and the Quiz this month
tests your knowledge of royal history.

There are not many letters for the editor this month so please
consider writing to me about life in Selsdon, good or bad. T am always
pleased to receive your photos taken in the Selsdon area, so keep

them coming in at selsdongazettesra@gmail.com . I hope that you

enjoy your read.

Chris Jones
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& SUBMISSIONS FOR THE JuLy 2024 EDITION SHOULD
BE WITH THE EDITOR NO LATER THAN
20™ JUNE - PREFERABLY BEFORE! o6

SRA NEWS ‘n’ VIEWS

Village Club

We are lucky to have this long-standing club for locals to join and enjoy
entertainment and company. They also raise funds for a nominated charity
each year. This past year was Macmillan Cancer Support and this year

it is our local community charity, Contact who provide health transport
requests, shopping buses, home visits to mention a few. The Club also
hosts an afternoon tea, open to all, on the last Tuesday of the month from
noon. Quizzers are welcome to join their Sunday quiz but will be asked to
pay £1 entrance to the Club as non-members. All events are posted on
their noticeboard outside.

Gazette Tea

We held a gathering at Selsdon Baptist Hall on Saturday 18" May
afternoon for all gazette distributors and deliverers, past and present, to
eat cake and drink tea - which we did with great enthusiasm. A hundred
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invites went out and about 42 attended. It was so nice to put faces to
names and give them a small thank you for all they do. The gazette is a
team effort and each play a big part in its distribution. What a great bunch
of people we have in Selsdon.

Police Panel Meeting

The next Ward Panel meeting is at St Francis Church, 107 Broadcoombe,
CR2 8HR at 6.30pm on 9th July and this is open to the public to ask any
questions.

Selsdon Wood Open Day

This will be a chance for you to come along on Sunday 8th September to
meet us and your neighbours from 12 to 4pm.You could even have a stall
for a small donation of £5. Any enquiries can be sent to selsdonwood@

gmail.com

Sheila Childs,
Chair SRA

~~

YOUR 2024 SRA SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE DUE

You should have found an envelope in this Gazette by
which you can pay your annual subscription to the SRA.

At the Selsdon Residents Association’s AGM, it was agreed to keep the
subscription rate at £5 per household for another year to encourage as
many residents as possible to subscribe. This money is vital to support the
work we do in the local community. So how do we spend your money?

The largest expense is the Christmas lights. These are not paid for by
the Council and sadly only some of the local traders support us to meet
the annual bill of around £8000. Therefore, we are very grateful for the
extra donations included by residents when paying their subs to help

us. The Council also do not fund the floral displays that brighten our
shopping area during the year. Once again, the SRA uses their income for
the plants for the High Street displays. Some of the SRA committee and

a few helpers tend the displays on a voluntary basis. Decorations around
the Selsdon Clock on the Triangle at Christmas and Remembrance Day
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are also paid for from our funds.

Additionally, we give donations to community causes to help them to
keep going. In the past, we have helped the Scouts refurbish their hut and
St John’s Church their hall.

| hope you can see from this that we believe you get really good value
from the £5 subs and that we make good use of your additional donations
that you choose to give.

Please do complete the standing order form that is printed on the
back cover of this Gazette and send it to your bank using the first line
of your address as the reference, or pay online directly from your bank
account to ours by using the bank details on the SO form. These details
are also on our website — www.selsdon-residents.co.uk

Alternatively, please deliver your envelope containing your household
subs and any extra you can spare to support us to any of the addresses
listed on the envelope. They will all love to see the envelopes dropping
through their letter boxes. We are grateful to three businesses (Tudor
Library, Burchell’s Chiropody and Croydon Physio) and Selsdon Contact
and Selsdon Centre for the Retired for being a collection point for us and,
more importantly, we are grateful most of all to you for your donations.
Please don’t delay - if you do mislay the envelope, you can use any
envelope stating your name, address and the amount enclosed.

Thank you for your support from Linda Morris and all the SRA Committee.

The Gazette Needs Help i
One Distributor needed for Ridge Langley/ -'~L,_f.-._J_f%“- =
Arundel Avenue/Langley Oaks Avenue = -
Could you spare a couple of hours a month? You would be
given about 400 copies from our Distribution Manager. Your
job would be to put them into about 8 bundles of about 60
copies and then pass these to your deliverers.

Please contact our Editor, Chris Jones email:
selsdongazettesra@amail.com
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IF YOU DIE WITH NO WILL:

e Your money could pass to people you would not choose to benefit
from your death
e Guardians for your infant children could be appointed by the court

IF YOU CAN’T MANAGE YOUR OWN AFFAIRS
in the future:

Expensive Court proceedings will be necessary in order for anyone (even
your close family) to deal with your finances

I will prepare your Will and/or Lasting Power of Attorney
All appointments in your own home, daytime or evening. No VAT charge.

Ring TODAY for details of my fixed charges 020 8657 0391.

Geraldine Watts Solicitor
G .M. Watts Solicitors, 2A Ridge Langley, Sanderstead CR2 0AR

www.gmwatts.com

Burchell & Associates

HCPC Registered Podiatry
DPoDM MChS

The Support your Feet are Aching For
(020) 8657 1648 (020) 8651 4199

Established family practice in Selsdon for over 40 years.

Basic Nail Cutting Service = Corns & Callous
Verruca Treatments = Fungal Infections
Ingrowing & Thick Toenails = Heel Pain/Arch Pain
Fungal Infections = Gaitscan Analysis = Orthotics/Insoles
Shoe Stretching = House, Nursing Home & Hospital Visits

30, Farley Road, Selsdon. CR2 8DA

www.burchellsfeet.co.uk selsdon@burchellsfeet.co.uk
Twitter: @burchellsfeet Facebook: #burchellsfeet
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Calm Water Plumbing

07905 267095
Plumber and Heating Engineer

Selsdon based
Boiler service, repair, replacement

Central heating systems maintained

Thermostats and smart controls

Plumbing faults o
) Roy Brady 584453
Unvented cylinders

07905 267095 | contactplumber@gmail.com | calmwaterplumbing.co.uk

Quality Florist
FLORAL DESIGNS FOR EVERY OCCASION

Bouquets * Arrangements ¢ Events « Weddings ¢ Funerals

Personal Attention Assured
Delivered to Croydon and surrounding areas, open 7 days

ﬁ 020 8656 3233 or 020 8656 7020
g: : www.kanesflorists-croydon.co.uk
mtie’® L0 www.kanesfloristscroydon.co.uk

__ A a* ;:fe‘gw Farleigh House Farm, Farleigh Common CRé6 9PE

1]
Al

® L%f: 2
®
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Selsdon Residents Association

Grow the Tallest Sunflower Competition 2024

Open to all residents of Selsdon,
especially those with green fingers!

Your sunflowers should now be in the ground in full
sun and being watered regularly. The flowers will

. appear between July and September. Take a photo of
your tallest sunflower, preferably with you alongside it.

. Measure its height from ground level to its tallest point

and send the measurement and photo to the editor of
the Gazette selsdongazettesra@gmail.com by the 20
September with the grower’s name and address. The
tallest sunflowers will win the prizes.

This photo shows the progress of the editor’s sunflower,
now in the ground but proving to be very attractive to
slugs and snails!

~—~

COUNCILLORS’ NOTES

COUNCILLOR SURGERY

The venue for our monthly councillors’ surgery has changed. Residents
can now find us in the Jubilee café downstairs from Sainsbury’s. A private
room is available should there be a matter which cannot be discussed

in public. The timing is unchanged at 10 am till 11.15 am on the first
Saturday of the month. except January and August.

ADDINGTON PARK EVENTS

A one day event in Addington Park has been licensed for Saturday 6" July.
An application for a two-day event at the end of July is expected to come
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before the Council’s Licensing Committee in the next few weeks.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF REFURBISHED SELSDON RECREATION
PLAYGROUND

Executive Mayor Jason Perry, accompanied by Councillors Andy Stranack
and Robert Ward officially opened the refurbished children’s playground

in Selsdon Rec. The upgrade benefits a wide range of children from ages
1— 14 years.

GRASS CUTTING AND NO MOW MAY

Croydon is participating in Plantlife’s ‘No Mow May’ initiative by allowing
73 grass verges and open spaces to grow during the month, details on

the council’s website. The borough is an important pollinator ‘corridor’
between neighbouring boroughs enabling insects to move between
habitats and pollinate wildflowers. Affected areas will be clearly marked for
the month of May, after which the usual four-to-six-week cutting cycle will
resume.

Careful consideration has been given to the areas left to grow to help
biodiversity, whilst making sure they do not impact on residents such as
interfering with visibility whilst driving. It is not possible to leave all areas of
parks to grow, as this would make the grass cutting schedule for the rest
of the summer impossible to achieve.

CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS

Councillor surgeries are held on the first Saturday of the month 10am
- 11.15am (no surgery in August/January. Surgeries are at The Jubilee
Cafe, lower ground floor of the Sainsburys building.

We are happy to ‘meet’ residents online so if you have any issues you
wish to discuss with your councillor please get in touch by email:

Selsdon and Addington Village
Joseph.lee@croydon.gov.uk
Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk

Selsdon Vale and Forestdale
Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk
Fatima.zaman@croydon.gov.uk

10 Please mention to advertisers where you saw their advert



PLANNING APPLICATIONS

24/01487/PDO - Highways Verge, Addington Road, South Croydon CR2 8LB
Removal of one existing 9.7m monopole and 2 existing cabinets to be
replaced with one new 19m monopole accommodating new antennas, with a
wrap-around cabinet, 2 other cabinets and associated ancillary works.

24/01136/HSE - 243 Addington Road South Croydon CR2 8LR
Alterations and first floor roof extension and a single storey rear infill extension.

24/01340/HSE - 10 Birdwood Close South Croydon CR2 8QG
Erection of two-storey rear extension, internal reconfigurations and all
associated works.

24/00916/GPDO - 10 Cowley Close South Croydon CR2 8LU
Erection of a single storey rear extension which projects out from the
original rear wall by 4 metres with an eaves’ height of 3 metres and a
maximum height of 3.20 metres.

24/01144/HSE - 112 Farley Road South Croydon CR2 7NE
Demolition of existing garage; erection of single/two storey front/side/rear
extensions and alterations.

24/01135/HSE - 40 Greville Avenue South Croydon CR2 8NL
Erection of first floor side extension over existing garage and associated works.

24/00918/HSE - 35 Kingswood Way South Croydon CR2 8QL
Demolition of existing garage and outbuildings and erection of garage with
a gymnasium to the rear.

(Remember that you can use this website to view planning applications
http.//www.localplanningapps.co.uk/croydon/sra/anupdate/planning table.htmi)

VERTICAL BLINDS 3 FOR £140 up to 6 feet wide any drop
5 YEAR GUARANTEE, FREE FITTING, LOCALLY CROYDON BASED
ROLLERS*VENETIONS*ROMANS*PLEATED CONSERVATORY SPECIALIST FITTING

FREE PHONE 0800-6521168
UK direct

LOCAL SERVICE WITH NATIONAL STRENGTH
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Better Mobile Coverage for Selsdon - New Phone Mast
on the Triangle?

_ For those of you that follow our Planning Table * which is
<< { |:|: {I j )) updated every Saturday you may have noticed that there

2 was a proposal submitted by EE and H3G to Croydon
Council on 29" April 2024 for the “Removal of 1no existing
9.7m monopole and 2no existing cabinets to be replaced
B with 1no new 19m monopole accommodating new
antennas, with a wrap-around cabinet, 2no other cabinets
and associated ancillary works thereto. Highways Verge
Addington Road South Croydon CR2 8LB” No drawings
or location plan are provided but in an accompanying letter a grid reference
is provided which appears to be on the Triangle opposite the entrance to
Goschen Mews. There is an existing mast and ground based cabinets there.
The ‘what3words’ reference for the location is ‘simple.plot.agent’. The new
mast is proposed to incorporate “9no new antennas, 1no new wraparound
cabinet and 2no new equipment cabinets, installation of 1no new GPS node
and ancillary works thereto”.

Although listed as a Planning Application under reference 24/the letter
indicates that it is merely a formal 28 day notification to the Council that the
works are intended to be carried out under ‘Permitted Development Rights’.
These came into force in April 2022. By the time you read this update the
works may have commenced........

It is perhaps worth noting that there is extant planning permission which
was granted to Vodaphone on 12" May 2023 for an 18.7m high mobile
phone mast together with 6 antennas and associated base cabinets on the
land behind 156 to 180 Addington Road which is where the Goschen Mews
development is situated. This application (ref 23/01124/PA8) was received
by the Council on 215t March 2023 and swiftly granted. Interestingly this was
a full application with 17 supporting documents.

lan Leggatt

SRA Planning Sub Committee.

*The Planning Table service is funded from your subscriptions to the SRA
and is for Selsdon residents. To sign up for the weekly updates just go to
localplanningapps.co.uk
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CHRIS of CROYDON
Upholsterers

Full re-upholstery service

Dining room chairs, armchairs, sofas etc.
All repairs including new padding, webbing,
replacement foam, springs etc.

Huge range of fabrics and pattern books
Leather restoration, replacement

FREE ESTIMATES

Due to increased costs and overheads, which we didn’t want to pass on
to customers, the business has closed its retail side and is now focused

on offering a more versatile mobile service.

For all your upholstery needs please call

020 8657 8580
for a prompt and helpful service!

S.K FASCIAS LTD
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

We specialise in: - UPVC Fascia, Soffit & Guttering
- Flat roofs, Roof repairs, pointing & tiling
- Driveways
- All general building work

FREE ESTIMATE ALL WORK GUARANTEED FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY
STEVE KING 07973 625 638

0777 993 3863
EMAIL: skf19591td@gmail.com
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THE
MARY
JONES

st | Smile with Confidence!

Practice

goe

DR MARY JONES DR TOMOS LAVERY DR GILL TRAYNOR DR NOMAN ATHWAL HOLLY CLARK

020 8462 0200

1 Street House, George Lane, Hayes, Kent. BR2 7LQ

4 SEASONS esr 108
LANDSCAPE & BUILDING SERVICES

Patios, Drives,

Walls, Turfing,
Decking, Pergolas,
Raised Borders

Jet Washing and
Sealant Applications

Internal & External
Decorating, Tiling,
Wallpapering
Plastering &
General Building
Maintenance

t: 07944 780034 e: fourmovingprojects@outlook.com
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MP Chris Philp’s Report

Member of Parliament for Croydon South
Purley Pool Development News

| know many Selsdon residents have been regular

visitors to Purley Pool so | have some news just in,

which | wanted to pass on:

Croydon Council has now received the long-awaited planning application

to build a new pool and leisure centre on the old Purley Pool site, with

regeneration of the surrounding area too.

The planning application includes:

® the new leisure centre and pool, including a 25m six-lane main
swimming pool and a training pool, an 80 space gym, fitness suite and
studio space as well as changing rooms, WC and a café

® a housing project of 123 “later living” flats and 97 care home rooms all
reserved for older people (including, for example, local down-sizers)
called an “Integrated Retirement Community”

® 78 total parking spaces and a new public square with improved access
from the station to the High Street to help regenerate the town centre
and boost the local economy

The construction cost of the new leisure centre and pool will be covered
by the revenue from the flats and care home rooms for older people so
won’t cost taxpayers anything, and the ownership and management of
the leisure centre and pool will transfer to the Council once it is built. The
applicant expects to start demolition work in September this year, with a 3
year total programme.

The full planning application is reference number 24/00775/FUL.

You can comment on the application by following this link if you want to.
There are some clearer plans and background available to look at here
(although it appears that the actual planning application differs a little in
some details): https://purleypool.co.uk/

The new project covers the area currently occupied by the old leisure
centre, multi-storey car park and the old Sainsbury’s.

I would like to have seen more parking in the project, but unfortunately the
London Assembly has a planning policy (which applies to this scheme)
that strictly limits the parking which they allow on new developments. But
overall, it is very welcome that we will get a new leisure centre and pool
and that this site will be regenerated at last.
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This all follows a lot of work by Mayor Jason Perry and local councillors
which | have supported. You may recall that the previous administration
in Croydon closed the pool and refused to re-open it. A pool for Purley is
essential — it was previously used by 11 local schools, many charities and
local people of all ages. A new pool and leisure centre will also provide a
welcome lift to Purley town centre, attracting more footfall and creating a
nicer environment.

You can comment on the planning application online, and | would
encourage you to do so, by visiting https://www.croydon.gov.uk/planning-
and-regeneration and using the reference 24/00775/FUL.

I hope that this update was useful and please do keep an eye on my
website for further local news. | am determined to see a pool and facilities
re-opened in Purley as soon as possible.

Chris Philp
Member of Parliament, Croydon South: 020 7219 8026
chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk

NEW LEISURE COMPLEX IN PURLEY

The seven Residents’ Associations (Riddlesdown RA, Hartley & District
RA, Selsdon RA, Croham Valley RA, Old Coulsdon RA, Coulsdon West
RA, and East Coulsdon RA) are very supportive of the rebuilding of a

new leisure centre in Purley but have submitted a letter objecting to the
current planning application for the redevelopment of the old Purley Pool
site and surrounding area with the erection of buildings of 5 to 12 storeys
to provide a leisure centre (Use Class F2), commercial unit (Use Class E),
an Integrated Retirement Community comprising a mix of Specialist Older
Persons Housing and Care Accommodation for older people (Use Classes
C2 and C3), car parking, landscaping, and associated works.

| do not have room to include the entire letter in the Gazette but | have
summarised some of their main objections.

1. Car Parking

They believe the proposal to replace the multi storey car park from 424
spaces to just 45 public parking spaces, plus 5 disabled spaces (50 in
total) is ludicrous, and it is the RAs belief that the Purley District Centre
trade will suffer financially because of this.
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2. Later Living Flats

Four buildings are proposed across the site ranging from 5 to 12 storeys.
They have asked whether the Council has done any surveys as to the
demand for these type of flats for the elderly, especially in high rise
blocks? If so, then the surveys should be part of the planning presentation.

3. Flooding and sewage disposal

The area being developed is currently in a low risk flood area. However,
the surface water and sewage disposal for both the flats and all the leisure
centre complex, shops etc will be discharged into both the foul and surface
water sewers. There are already many more new dwellings disposing
sewage and rainwater into the undersized foul water sewers in the Purley
area, without an upgrade of the sewer system by Thames Water. There
are also numerous new builds of residential units within and just outside
the PDC (and yet to be built, like the 17 storey Baptist Church block) and
they fear it will come to a point that both the foul and surface water sewer
systems cannot cope with all the additional dwellings.

4. Overshadowing and Wind Tunnel Effects

The ‘Daylight and Sunlight’ Assessment within the planning application
took place prior to the decision to allow the proposed development at
26-52 Whytecliffe Road South & Purley Station Car Park (21/01753/FUL)
with up to 9 storey buildings on this site. They call for this assessment

to be updated to take into account the shadowing effect of this new 4 to
9 storey development. They also believe that the overlooking of sets of
habitable rooms from blocks on opposite sides of the street (Whytecliffe
Rd South) will not meet the minimum separation distance of 18 to 21m.
In addition, they fear a wind tunnel effect could occur on Whytecliffe Rd
South during windy conditions, just as it does for pedestrians walking from
East Croydon Rail station and up/down George Street with its new high
rise buildings.

5. Affordable Housing

They notice that none of the residential units will be affordable, even
though this site could potentially make a significant contribution to housing
needs in the area.

6. Mobile Phone Masts

They point out that most of the four main mobile phone companies have
their masts and equipment located on the roof of the multi storey car park
and that these will need to be removed, when demolition takes place.
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They ask where the temporary replacements will be located and their
permanent positions as this will have an impact on the aesthetics of the
scheme.

We wait to see what happens...
cJ

~~

UPDATE FROM LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT, MITCH CARR

As the Superintendent responsible for local policing in
Croydon | wanted to provide an update for the Selsdon
community. Your local neighbourhood team are based
at Addington Police Station and in recent months have
benefited from a new Sergeant (Jim Morrow) who

is dedicated to the Selsdon & Sanderstead wards.
Responsibility for the longer term problem solving &
crime reduction work sits with your local neighbourhood
policing team, although there is always a 24/7
emergency response function which is based at Croydon Police Station
covering the whole borough.

The warmer weather of late is a timely opportunity to remind the
community about home security. At the beginning of the year there was
a spike in burglary offences across Selsdon. The typical method used by
the suspect was to gain access to rear gardens and then exploit doors
and windows that had been left unlocked. In some cases, windows were
also smashed. Often, the properties targeted were ones that backed on
to woods, golf courses or alley ways. Your local team led by Sergeant
Morrow put in place a proactive operation (Op Theodosia) to target this
problem, working extended shifts, undertaking surveillance activities

and also visiting properties that appeared particularly vulnerable to give
crime prevention advice. As a result, we have seen a dramatic reduction
in burglary offences. As things currently stand there have only been two
reported offences since the beginning of April (Croham Valley Road &
Farley Road.) Please ensure you are taking steps to secure your property,
and do not hesitate to contact your local team if you would like a home
security visit.

While | am pleased to report Selsdon remains one of the lowest crime
parts of the borough, the team will be working hard to focus on the
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Worried about Identity Theft?

shredding

Ty ...Try Slmply Shreddlng

Tel: 01883 741 000 shredding@sandersteads.com

HZB HARRIS & BAILEY LTD H&B

comprehensive building, plumbing & timber merchant

Croydon’'s Best Kept Secret!
Open Monday - Friday
7.00am - 5.30pm

Visit Our Website: www.harris-bailey.co.uk

50 Hastings Rd Croydon Surrey CR9 6BR

o02086543181 ) 0208656 9369 ) mail@harris-bailey.co.uk
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UP TO 50% LESS THAN
A NEW FITTED KITCHEN

by simply replacing the doors and worktops

DREAM DOORS"®

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

BEFORE

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

» Replacement kitchen doors 159 Shirley Road,

+ Cost effective made to measure solution Croydon, CRO 8SS

» Worktops and appliances Call us now for a free estimate:
» Quick installation in 2-3 days by 020 8656 7987

local professionals

Che@&ﬁzgﬂgﬁm 9.8/10 @ 3: ) é'-:& UK MANUFACTURED

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY
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priorities set by the local community. These include anti-social behaviour,
drug use and burglary. We can only be successful by working in
partnership with the community. In recent weeks officers have acted on
intelligence to execute a warrant at a premises above shops on Addington
Road being used for drug dealing. A significant amount of cocaine,

heroin and cash was found at the premises with a number of arrests
made. Please continue to pass on any relevant information or intelligence
either directly to your local team or anonymously to Crimestoppers.

Superintendent Mitch Carr
Croydon Police

Drop In Surgeries

St Francis Church, Broadcoombe CR2 8HR
12-1pm Wednesday 26 June

12-1pm Wednesday 24 July

12-1pm Wednesday 31 July

Please do not hesitate to contact your local police team if required:
Emergencies — 999, Non-emergency crime - 101

Selsdon & Addington Village:
SelsdonandAddingtonVillageSNT@met.police.uk

Selsdon Vale & Forestdale:
SelsdonandForestdaleSNT@met.police.uk

~~

Good Time for Gardening — June

The magnificent Hampton Court Palace is the most

spectacular backdrop to many films and TV programmes, &1‘;

as well as being the venue for the RHS flower show "
between 2" and 7% July. Train access is relatively easy, r o“
with one change at Clapham Junction. @
The flower show was first held in 1990 and created \/
by Historic Royal Palaces and Network Southeast. In

1992 Network Southeast announced it was withdrawing and the RHS was
the successful bidder to take over. The first RHS Hampton Court Palace

Flower Show was held in 1993, and it has gone on to become the world’s
largest flower show.
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Key Facts:

® |t takes 18 months to plan each show, and 200 people to build and
dismantle

® |t takes three weeks to build a show garden & two weeks to build a
small garden - but just five days to dismantle them

® An average of 130,000 people attend the show every year, and
most visitors spend around 5 hours there

® The Floral Marquee is 6,750 square metres, big enough to fit an FA
football pitch

® 3,300 glasses of Pimm’s, on average, are consumed during Festival
week, along with 17,000+ cups of Fairtrade tea and coffee, 11,000+
sandwiches and 2,800+ slices of cake

® More flowers are sold per square mile at RHS Hampton than
anywhere else in the UK

Should you manage to visit this year, it is quite an amazing event and

the return journey on the train is always a very jolly affair, with the vast
majority of passengers transporting plants of some kind and lots of
interesting conversations taking place.

Closer to home ... the Sanderstead Horticultural Society’s Summer Show
is on Saturday 22" June, from 2 pm at Wettern Tree Gardens, Purley
Oaks Road. Admission is free to members of the SHS and only £3 for non-
members.

Frederick, Cedric and Sunflower Sid
www. sandersteadhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Costains 4th Selsdon Housing Development.
Sun-Homes. Pt 3.

The Bottom Line: The Cost?

We saw last month that Costains were very proud of the quality of their
homes. But how much did such quality cost and how affordable was it to
own one of these sought after dwellings in healthy and sunny Selsdon?

Back in 1926 when the first Costains houses were being sold and
occupied in Queenhill, Rylandes and Byron Roads, a semi-detached
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in Queenhill cost £650 (a further £75 was paid by the local council

at the time, namely the Coulsdon and Purley Urban District Council).

Fast forward to our Sun-Homes in 1935 and the ‘Rosewood’ could be
purchased for £585, although this was a middle type. A ‘Rosewood’ (end
position) could be had for £605 and as a semi-detached at £650. The
‘Briarwood’, being larger, could be had for £655 in middle position or £670
in end position. The ‘Hazlewood’, larger still and in semi-detached only,
would set you back some £725.

Costains had honed their skills in making their homes affordable: Leaving
aside the option of paying cash outright or a larger cash deposit with
reduced building society advance they provided two options to purchase:
‘Full Deposit Terms’ and ‘Minimum Deposit Terms’. Costains explained the
schemes thus:

“FULL DEPOSIT TERMS.

This means that the total deposit is to be paid prior to occupation and the
purchaser benefits accordingly by the offer of free removal of furniture from
their present house, within 25 miles radius of the estate.”

‘MINIMUM DEPOSIT TERMS.

These permit occupation to take place on the cash deposit of £15 being paid,
the balance required being paid in weekly instalments during the first twelve
weeks before payments become due to the Building Society.” One pound
provisionally secures the house in either case, a further £4 is to be paid on
the signing of the contract and the balance just prior to occupation. Special
terms will be quoted on applications where it is desired to reduce the weekly
cost by payment of a larger cash deposit.”

“The prices given are guaranteed to be Freehold and inclusive of all purchase
expenses and the arrangements of advance, survey fees, roads paved for
adoption by the Local Authority. Complete decorations and fittings equal to
standard show houses.”

Focusing on the Rosewood and Briarwood styles we can see the purchase
schemes available:

From around 1933 to 1950 the Bank of England Base Rate was steady
at 2%. The mortgage rate offered by Costains was also steady at 4.5%.
Repayments were “per lunar month” as workers were paid weekly, not
monthly.
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RETIREMENT

TO RENT IN CROYDON

Independent living in self-contained flats
some developments with Extra Care facilities
including on-site care teams and midday meals.

=% E o housing@eldonhousing.co.uk .
L8 © 020 8668 9861 6[0’0” l('IOV\@lV\
E ; ® Scan me for our website PASSIONATE | PROFESSIONAL | CARING
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T-m Ks rmnnlua Approved Master Installer

We are a flooring company based in Warlingham which has been supplying and laying
carpets and wood flooring for over 40 years. We supply and install all brands of carpets,
vinyl’s and wood/ laminate flooring. We also supply and install Karndean, Amtico and most
contract flooring. We are an approved master installer of Quick Step flooring, which is one
of the largest wood suppliers in the world where all installations are backed up and
guaranteed by Quick Step.

Whether it is a very small domestic job or a large commercial contract, we provide a very
professional installation from start to finish. All work is fully guaranteed and insured. We
hold an NVQ in Flooring and Health & Safety so you can be assured to receive a professional
service from a qualified and skilled installer.

Let us take the stress and legwork out of buying flooring. At a suitable time to you, we will
visit with a variety of samples so you can choose in the comfort of your own home, discuss
and compare with your existing colour scheme.

T Marks Flooring is based on a personal service and for that reason you will only ever deal
with one person - from estimate to installation — HOW SERVICE USED TO BE.

Why not give us a call for a free no obligation quote.

T: 0203 718 8898
M: 07836 201751
Email: tmarksflooring@sky.com

KIBA

KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGNS

QUALITY KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

» PLUMBING
» CENTRAL HEATING
» TILES

A unique one stop shop for
all your plumbing, tiling and
installation needs.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND PLUMBING SHOP
Tel: 020 8657 1222

Fax: 020 8657 6660
Email: info@ki-ba.co.uk
Internet: www.ki-ba.co.uk

119 Addington Road
Selsdon, South Croydon
Surrey CR2 8LH
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Mew Prices and

FULL DEPOSIT TERMS
FREEHOLD INCLUSIYE PRICE

MINIMNUM DEPOSIT TERMS:
FREEHOLD INCLUSIVE FRICE

Terms embodying low Bullding Society rate of Interest, 4}°/s only
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How affordable were the new homes? The Office for National Statistics
gives the 1938 average weekly wage as £3 5s for a male and £1 6s for

a female (£1 = 24s {shillings} / 1s = 12d {pence}). A pint of beer was 5d
and a £5 ‘basket of goods and services’ would now set you back £300.
Extrapolating that to a Rosewood House priced at £650 an equivalent
basket of goods and services would now cost £38,500. By comparison,
Zoopla is currently showing in the Benhurst Gardens area a comparable 3

bed terraced property at £425k and a 3 bed semi at £525k.

7 ROSEWOQOD
% HOME

SEMI-DETACHED

Which “BAI-AN l} E“ is _'I.'f.l‘h‘:l".‘-'.’}

THE SAME QUTLAY WILL DO EITHER!

From the Costains Sales Brochure
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As an indication of the Costains target market the mother and father of
CW moved from a terraced house in West Norwood (with outside toilet)
to Elm Park Gardens in 1936. CW senior had been an apprentice on
the railways and became an Engineer but was eventually laid off in the
Depression. His uncle managed to get CW senior taken on as a driver
on the buses which must have been a secure job with a reasonable
salary and apparently lots of the drivers and conductors were buying the
Costains houses. CW provides an interesting anecdote: CW’s parents
came to Selsdon on a Sunday to view the houses. There was a plot
where the foundations for two blocks of terraced houses had been put
in. It appeared that Richard Costain had earlier visited the site and had
been told by the foreman that the terraced houses were not selling well.
Mr Costain had instructed the foreman to dig out the foundations for the
terraces and to build 5 pairs of semi-detached houses instead. CW still
resides in EIm Park in a semi with wider than normal frontage. Some of
the broken out concrete from the earlier foundations was put to good use
in adjusting the garden levels to build a terrace and pond.

lan Leggatt

Again, Ted Frith’s journals set me on a path. | am grateful to CW for the
information about his family home.

~~

Seats in Selsdon Wood

There is a total of 69 seats (including benches) in -
Selsdon Wood. A recent inspection has been carried out o o
to determine their positions and condition. All are now NS
numbered 1 to 69 but please note the numbering does not
follow a regular pattern in terms of location. The “Seats” _' it
page of the Friends of Selsdon Wood (FSW) website now )

shows a map and lists them all, showing the seats in 3 colour forms:

Blue = Dedicated seats — those purchased by relatives of a

deceased person — mainly with an inscription or memorial plaque

Pink = Donated or refurbished seats — donated or refurbished by FSW
Red = Seats installed before the foundation of FSW — mainly by Croydon
Council — only a few of these survive.
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Over the past 5 years, old seats (when damaged or rotten) have been
replaced by FSW, largely financed from our funds. Croydon Council had
told FSW that new dedicated seats could only be installed by FSW as
replacements for old seats — and that there were no Council funds for
extra seats provided by them. However, the Council have now agreed
that the FSW could install some additional seats if suitable areas can be
agreed with those paying the FSW for them.

In general, the condition of all the seats is good except for 4 seats
currently considered by the FSW to be beyond repair — numbers 20; 28;
33; 62. Experience shows they tend to survive for 20-30 years.

Three seats - 20, 33 and 62 - are so badly deteriorated that they should
now be considered for replacement when or if clients approach the
FSW about financing this. 62 is a seat dedicated to Nicola Jane Bailey
but the FSW have no information available regarding this lady’s family.
Any information sent to selsdonwood@gamail.com about how to contact
her family or friends to advise them of the situation before we condemn
the seat and take our own remedial action (i.e. offer the site to another
donor or finance a new seat ourselves through fund-raising) would be
appreciated.

FSW — May 2024

~~

Cricket, Lovely Cricket!

Words adapted from a calypso penned after the 1950
test match that the West Indies won and made famous by
Lord Beginner, but did you know of a famous cricketing
family’s association with Sanderstead?

H:m When the Arkwright family succeeded the Wigsells as
owners of Sanderstead Court they let it to James Brand.
Following his death in 1895, his family built a Village Hall in his memory.
The first meeting in the hall was reputedly for the purpose of forming a
cricket club and Mr. Samuel Cowdrey was elected their first captain. | am
sure there are many cricket fans out there who are familiar with the name
Cowdrey.
The Cowdreys lived at White House Farm and Samuel Cowdrey was
Colin Cowdrey’s great grandfather. Samuel Cowdrey and his 3 sons were
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PURLEY GARDENS CARE HOME =

Something
for Everyone

Purley Gardens has a dedicated well-being team to produce an exciting and varied
programme of activities and events every day. Residents are supported with
personal interests not already covered in the calendar and memory, physical

and sensory-based activities are designed with therapeutic outcomes in mind.

Day trips « Creative writing classes + Art classes + Gardening club
Live entertainment + Yoga and exercise classes and respite care

@020 3018 8247 averyhealthcare.co.uk

Russell Hill Road | Purley | Surrey | CR8 2LF

SANANANAAAANAASAAAANANANAAAS
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Home Remedies BOB CAVE

2
Need a Handyman? PLUMBING AND HEATING

For the maintenance and DIY
jobs your home requires.

INSTALLATIONS SERVICING &
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, DIY, MAINTENANCE
Garden work, Patios, Home Media,

Flat packed furniture assembly, FULLY INSURED
Kitchen and bathroom installation.

WORK GUARANTEED
No job too small
NO JOB TOO SMALL
For a Free Quote Calllan
Email: Home.Remedies@pblueyonder.co.uk
Abbots Green, Croydon, Surrey GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Mobile: 07868740307

TEL: 020 8657 2803
MOBILE: 07973 292027

Tele: 0208 656 9226

SELSDON HALL CRAFTERS SELSDON HALL CRAFTERS

Selsd i Commumty Hall CR28LA \ Selsdon Commumty Hall CR2 8LA

ﬁu. G‘bQ;‘» '"":I;""
ﬂ‘@f 220 0 ey

CRBH MBRKET ¢024 | me. Lrary MaRKET 2024

1] S
C\Q Sai::p‘:: Saturday 10am until 2pm
BN | 8 Parking
Saturday 10am until 2pm a“"'ableh 20th January 17th February
'(Dates are on front page )@l Sainsbury's 16th March 6th April
B reat yourself to a beverage' carpark 18th May 22nd June
:’“““*""::"‘h"“fl"" = No markets in July & August
rowse a wide selection
®  of beautifullocally 21st September 19th October
handerafted giﬂs&gmds ‘% 30th November 14th December
f‘\ﬂ
. LI 8 w Contact Brigitte for more Information: Enm :.
(:nnlactlrlqnte for more lntumaﬂm 07801371744 07801371744 MMKET
8 f O @selsdunhallcratters G @selsdonhalicrafters .' e
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all keen cricketers and allegedly at one time 11 members of the Cowdrey
family played for Sanderstead and a great aunt did the scoring.

There are records of a match between Sanderstead and a Croydon XI

in 1867 at the cricket field in Sanderstead, which is still in use today.
Originally there used to be an adjacent field used for hockey but that is no
longer there. Colin Cowdrey was the first player to make 100 appearances
in Test cricket and | am sure his ancestors would have been proud of him.
Closer to the present day, on Saturday 14" September the Sanderstead

& Selsdon Rotary will be hosting a Hobby Fair in St. John’s Church Hall,
Selsdon. No cricket I'm afraid but plenty of other things to hopefully spark
your enthusiasm. Entry is free and there are refreshments.

According to statistics, 66% of us feel that a hobby can be time consuming
but | am sure that anyone who has ever watched a cricket match on a
summer afternoon would agree that it is a most enjoyable way to spend
that time.

74% consider a hobby to be important and when compared to those who
do not have a hobby they report better health, more happiness, fewer
symptoms of depression and a higher life satisfaction.

The average life span of a hobby is 16 months with the majority sticking
to an activity for 1-5 years. Amongst this year’s hobbies not already
mentioned last month are: Roger Jenkins’ Inventions — definitely
something to interest the whole family; wood turning; stained glass; the
RSPB; Songsations; Sanderstead Horticultural Society; Croydon Bowls
Club and the Scouting movement.

Wood turning is a craft using a wood lathe with hand held tools to cut a
shape and, | am told, it is not as difficult as you might think to get started.
The earliest representation of wood turning has been found depicted in an
Egyptian tomb dating back to 300 BCE.

Contemplating bowls in your retirement? Well, bowls is not just a sport for
retirees. Croydon Bowling Club have both under -25’s and-18’s players.
They also offer free taster sessions if you have never played before and
are thinking of taking up the game.

Songsations are a female vocal group who meet locally every week to
sing favourite show tunes and Rotary are hoping that they will kindly
entertain everyone during the afternoon. So come along, pull up a chair,
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enjoy the refreshments, learn a new hobby or two, learn about some local
clubs, perhaps purchase a bargain or two from the craft tables or the book
and puzzle tables, or just enjoy the music and the company. You can also
find out more about Rotary along the way.

There are still a few table spaces left so if you would like to share the joy
of your hobby or group, please contact Wendy Parr, Rotary Secretary on
07774 186792 for a booking form. Tables are only £10. Why not think
about sharing a table with a friend?

Another brain teaser to leave you with. What wood is worth more than
gold?

Su Yates

‘nieyeb 10 ypno se umouy osje poomieby :Jamsuy

Here the Chair of the Friends of Littleheath Woods reviews what has been
done in the woods during the year from April 2023 to March 2024

THE FRIENDS OF LITTLEHEATH WOODS

S OF, WORK PARTY ACTIVITY
>

& e 4. We are delighted to report that our work party numbers are
& xp' = healthy although some of us, after some 20 odd years of
o 2 work parties, are feeling our age. Chris Hyde continues to

A

¥

organise us with a seemingly never ending series of tasks.
Unfortunately, we lost many work party days due to weather:
1 cancelled due to heat, 4 were rained off, and 2 cut short due to rain. Snow
was not an issue for us this year.

We did manage to carry out the following work:

04 0¥

® \We planted more Hazel along Croham Valley Path, adjacent to the power
lines to create another coppice block and we started to prepare another
area for a further coppice block along the path.

® Several weeks were spent on our Ponds & boggy area, clearing back
the sides and overhanging vegetation plus control of Iris and planting of
marginal plants.
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® We continued with holly control in various locations as well as controlling
“‘woodland creep” along the edges of both fields.

® The butterfly scrape in Fallen Oak Field has surprised us with its variety of
healthy wildflower plants and we continue to monitor how this experiment
develops. We will continue to cut the grass and control any invasive flora.

® We cut back Bramble and Cleavers on the Bluebell Banks down Fields
Path and along Foxearth Path.

® Croydon Council forestry contractors made an appearance around
November 2023 to carry out safety felling of numerous Ash trees which
had succumbed to Chalara (Ash Die Back) and to take down many time-
expired Silver Birch. Unfortunately, much debris and timber were left on
wildflower and planted areas and many felled trees created collateral
damage. Our work on ‘tidying up’ will continue well into 2024.

® \We have embarked on an exercise to plant Silver Birch in the woods to
replace the old Birch which have now been lost. 2 stands have been
planted and more are planned. Two areas of planting which suffered from
drought and vandalism were also replanted.

® \We now publish on our website a monthly diary of our work party activities.

Looking forward:

With Croydon Council in financial difficulties, we are ever more reliant on
membership subscriptions, donations and Easyfundraising. Please remember
to go through www.easyfundraising.org.uk and select ‘Friends of Littleheath
Woods’ before you make any on-line purchases.

At our AGM we are proposing to keep our household membership at £5
You can keep up to date with us via our website (www.folw.co.uk) and our
Facebook page (Friends of Littleheath Woods)

lan Leggatt.
Chair, Friends of Littleheath Woods

~~

Kings and Queens of England Quiz

15 June is the official birthday of King Charles Ill this year and is
celebrated with the Trooping of the Colour in London. Here is a quiz to test
your knowledge of some past Kings and Queens of England.

1. Who is the first English king to carry the title “the Great™?
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2. Which King lost his life at the Battle of Hastings in 10667
3. Which King signed The Magna Carta?

4. According to Shakespeare, which King offered his kingdom for a horse?
5. Mary | killed many people during her reign. What is her nickname?

6. Who was the only English King to be publicly executed?
7. Who was the last of the Stuart monarchs?

8. Who succeeded Queen Victoria as monarch?

9. Who became King on the abdication of Edward VIII?

10. Elizabeth Il came to the throne in 1952. Do you know what her
nickname was as a child?

Answers after Nature Notes

We welcome your letters so do please get in

Dm touch if you have something to share with Selsdon
K} > Editov  residents.
= z___.::L Please remember to state your name, address,
contact number and publication anonymity
requirements in all correspondence to the Editor. Anonymity can be
granted on request, but anonymously sent letters/e-mails will not be
published.

W
I‘_

Here our regular contributor, Jessica Blake, refuses to dwell on depressing
news and focuses on more positive thoughts and experiences.

In these troubling days of war, destruction, and the endless bombardment
of “gloom and horror in the newspapers, TV and on the Internet”, it is
possible to grow depressed.

The ostrich in me wants it all to GO AWAY NOW, and let’s have good
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JEFF BORKETT - ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Free estimates, no call out charge, all electrical work undertaken,
fixed price quotations, fully insured

o Consumer unit upgrades o Full or partial re-wiring
o Fault finding o Additional socket outlets/lighting points
o Freeview, SKY, data, HDMI, phone installations @ LED lighting
o Landlords safety Certificates e Outside/security lighting
® Home buyers electrical inspection, e Domestic/commercial installations
test & report (EICR) e Extensions, garden sheds, office,
o CRB Checked playroom electrical installations

- All work completed and tested to comply _
nfle=e=mn=  with the current IET wiring regulations BS 7671 mlluz =nn=
D o Part ‘P’ (Electrical Safety) Compliant pomesnic ()

0208 651 0177/07951 015264
www.electricalservicescroydon.co.uk

ALPHABLAZE

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, DOORS - WIDE RANGE OF CONSERVATORIES

XX Free Quotes
10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Approved

FENSA

Regibered Cemgany

e Double Glazing Window & Door Installation e Composite & UPVC Front Door Installation
e Conservatory/Orangery Installations e PVCU & Aluminium

e Porch Installation e Repairs & Servicing

e Bi-fold Doors e High Security Locking Systems

A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY
Our Reputation counts for a great Deal! oS 71z

&) 02086514424 @i

www.alphaglazecroydon.co.uk BS 5713
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;. Professional, Friendly
& Quality Care

PINEWOOD Tree SUI'geI'y Garden Care
TREE & GARDEN CARE + Tree Removal + Garden Maintenance
+ Pruning + Hedge Trimming
+ Pollarding + Hedge Reduction
+ Crown Lifting + Planting
+ Crown Thinning + Garden & Site
+ Crown Reduction Clearance

Call us for a
chat and a free,
no obhligation
quote on:

hello@pinewoodtreeandgarden.co.uk

07931 311 442

www.pinewoodtreeandgarden.co.uk
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ELOVER ottt

— cleanmaster non:

To maﬁe a booking

07508 202443 or
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news and peace. However, if you look hard

enough at the papers there is always a bit of

good news and positive things being recorded

too. It makes me glad to be part of a society, who

keep trying to improve life for everyone and the

generations to follow. There have been some

interesting developments in medical discoveries,

which will greatly improve life. It is astonishing that

people bravely step forward and volunteer to risk
their health to be part of trials for the benefit of others. They risk suffering so
others will share these amazing health discoveries.

After being very impressed by the peonies at Penshurst Place one year,
my husband and | found we could put our names on a list, where the
gardeners at the property (through their office) let us know when these
wonderful flowers are at their peak for viewing. Not only are the gardens
beautiful there, but we have discovered a six mile circular walk around this
marvellous Estate. After the walk, we have also found a fantastic cafe for
tea and cake at the entrance to the Estate car park. The walk has good
views, but above all it is peaceful to walk with just the odd sound of cattle
mooing or sheep bleating or birds singing or just talking to one another.

Nearer to home there are of course the Selsdon and Littleheath \Woods, and
just along the road, Kingswood. This time of year, Kingswood is just a sea
of blue with the bluebells, and the air is clean enough to smell the bluebells!

When | walk in these beautiful, peaceful woods | no longer crave to be an
ostrich but feel glad to be alive.

~~

Poetry Corner

Mary Gill's poem this month reflects on World Environment Day which is
celebrated annually on 5 June and encourages awareness and action for
the protection of the environment.

EASING THE DROUGHT

How sweet the relief-
When steady, prolonged rain falls
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onto the parched earth.

We are fortunate

to inhabit this small isle
whose moderate clime
is rarely lethal for long
giving us time to repent.

But will we take heed?

Will we change our reckless ways?
Learn how to conserve

the privileges we have —

before it’s too late?

Or will we press on

in our myopic stupor

to the bitter end?

Can we curb our stupid greed -
stop killing our Mother — Earth?

Nature Notes from Ted Forsyth
Mini Mammals found in Selsdon Woods

One of my favourite birds is the Short-eared Owl as it flies by day over

a field or marsh hunting for small mammals. | have seen it once in the
Selsdon Wood area before the golf course was created. It breeds in the
UK but large numbers come in from the continent to spend the winter with
us. Its success is closely tied to the rise and fall of its favourite prey, the
common Field Vole, which lives its life amongst grasses. Occasionally
the population of voles reaches plague proportions with the consequence
that the Short-eared Owls have a very successful breeding season, and
so do the kestrels, tawny owls, foxes and badgers which also prey upon
them. For a variety of reasons (including being eaten!) the vole population
collapses, and lack of voles means the predators have to look for other
prey and might not be able to sustain their own enlarged numbers.

A similar animal is the Bank Vole but it is more likely to be found in
woodland and will be targeted by foxes and tawny owls.

If you walk quietly by the woodland edge, you might hear the high-pitched
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squeaking of two pugnacious shrews settling their differences. Their lives
are lived at high speed as they frantically try to get enough food each day
(or night). The young live through winter, breed during the summer, and
die before the next winter. Shrew corpses are found frequently on some
of the paths. The main species is likely to be the common shrew but we
also have the much smaller pygmy shrew in the woods. There is a third
species, the very much larger black-bodied Water Shrew, but this will only
occur near to water.
R ¥ o Moles spend most of their lives as

&‘ e - subterranean carnivores, eating earthworms

(% g i . :
L _ﬂ; or storing them for later consumption, and
S 41 - the only signs of their presence are the

£y molehills dotted throughout the woods.
With their spade-like “hands” they easily
move soil but they must still have problems
navigating the underground roots of trees.
1 Just occasionally an individual can be seen
' on the soil surface and a few years ago this
happened to Tony Flecchia when he was
able to photograph the animal in his hand.

!

Wood Mouse & Yellow Necked Mouse are virtually the same size and
distinguished by the much greater amount of yellowish colour across the
chest and neck of the latter species. A favourite prey of the Tawny Owil.
House Mouse and Brown Rat, though more associated with buildings,
are both found in the woods. The Harvest Mouse is found in tall grasses
where it builds a spherical nest attached to the grass stems.

Hazel Dormouse does not appear to be present in the woods. Much of
the year is spent asleep and most of its activity is high in the trees though
it can be found in suitable hedgerows. Often detected by the neat hole it
makes in hazelnuts.

A survey by Steve & Ruth Budd has shown that there are at least half a
dozen species of Bats in the woods, showing a lot of activity in Linden
Glade where they are attracted by insects over the pool.

Weasel has been seen in the woods on several occasions. It is a ruthless
predator capable of catching prey many times its own size.

When we first came to Forestdale one of our cats was a hunter of small
mammals and caught many different species. The prey she brought home
was always alive and was dropped at our feet. One present was a very
lively common shrew which proceeded to run up the inside of my trouser
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leg. Shrews have sharp teeth!

An alternative survey method is to analyse the prey remains present in
Owl pellets. 16 pellets from April 2010 contained a minimum of 8 Wood
Mouse, 5 Field Vole, 1 Bank Vole, 1 Common Shrew and a small bird. As
the Tawny Owl has a very varied diet, which depends on its local habitat,
pellets elsewhere have included Brown Rat, Mole, Water Shrew, Common
Frog, and various beetles and earthworms.

~~

Answers to the Kings and Queens of England Quiz

Alfred.

Harold Il (Harold Godwinson).
King John.

Richard IlI.

Bloody Mary.

Charles I.

Queen Anne.

Edward VII.

. King George VI.

0. Lilibet

SO NooaRrwN =

~~

GARDENS MATTER
WASPS -FRIEND OR ENEMY?

Most people at some stage, have asked “what is the point
of wasps?” Almost always referring to the social yellow
jackets (as opposed to solitary wasps) which make a
nuisance of themselves in late summer when the nests start
to break down.

If you're a gardener however, you should regard them as a very
environmentally friendly form of pest control. They eat caterpillars, aphids,
weevils and more without any detrimental effect on other wildlife, unlike
chemical methods. In fact, a single social yellow jacket wasp nest is
estimated to remove an astonishing 4.3kg of insect pests in a year!
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

416 Brighton Road
South Croydon, CR2 6AN

I§ACCESS

GARAGE DOORS

Explore our huge range of styles and designs available!

Garage Doors | Front Doors | Awnings

Book Free Survey
Call 020 8681 7989

or visit www.accessgaragedoors.com )» [=]

M, G, Turrell, Roofing

{ Over 30 years experience

" No Job to Small. Tile repairs,
Flat Roofs, Chimneys, Point-

ing, lead work, guttering. New PVC Fag-

cia’s, Soffitg, this will reduce your outside

decorating. General minor houge repairs.

For more details with no Obligation.

Tel 020 8657-4245, Mob 07808092011
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\“00 DS ’

TIMBER & FENCING
SUPPLIERS TO TRADE & RETAIL

CALL FOR ESTIMATES

020 8654 1256

56 SPRING LANE, SOUTH NORWOOD, LONDON SE25 4SP
www.woodsidetimber.co.uk

42

Please mention to advertisers where you saw their advert




They also scavenge carrion, meaning they play a key role in decomposition
and they’re unfussy about their dead meat — insects, birds, mammals or
your BBQ sausages — anything will do. They may turn into delinquents at

a certain stage but the rest of the time they are very helpful members of
nature’s society.

Chris Hyde
Information drawn from an article in the RHS publication “The Gardener”

~~

HOLIDAY AT HOME 2024 - CORNWALL

A summer event for Seniors. Whilst we don’t actually leave Selsdon,

we do all we can to create a holiday atmosphere for our guests with
entertainment, meals, music and a variety of crafts and activities. Cornwall
is our theme this year.

This will be our 18" holiday. Why not give it a try? It's held at Selsdon
Baptist Church on these dates:

July 29, July 31, August 2, August 4. You can come for one day or come
for it all. £15 per day covers meals, refreshments, and all other expenses.

You can collect a brochure from the Church Office at Selsdon Baptist
Church on weekdays from 9:30am to 12:30pm or ask for one to be sent to
you on 020 8651 4308.

~~

SELSDON AFTERNOON TOWNSWOMEN'’S GUILD

We are a friendly group of over 60 members. We meet from 1.30 —
"™ 4.00pm on the third Friday of each month in the Community Hall, St.

.K J’ John’s Church, Upper Selsdon Road, Selsdon.

— ]

o On July 19" Rennia Jenkins will speak about Handling History.
On August 6™, just for this month, we will meet in the morning from 10.00-
12.00 for our Summer Coffee Morning.

Tony Weeks will be with us on September 20" to tell us about the Blue Watch.
There are activity groups to join and there is always time for refreshments
and time to meet other members. Why not come and join us?

Christine Holland 02086574861
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Contact

Selsdon Community Centre

132 Addington Road

South Croydon, CR2 SLA

Tel: 020 8651 4944

Fax: 020 8657 2268

Email: info@selsdoncontact.org.uk

Contact

People Whse Cone

You may have seen us during Volunteers Week on the 6™ & 7™ June in the
foyer of Sainsburys. We hope to have recruited lots of new Volunteers
and raised some money to add to our funds over these two days.

If you were unable to contribute at this time then perhaps you might like to
consider becoming a Friend of Selsdon Contact.

Many of our clients asked how they might contribute to Contact on a
regular basis and with this in mind we launched the ‘Friends of Contact’
scheme. As a Friend of Contact you will receive an invitation to an annual
thank you tea and will be helping to ensure that Contact will be here for
the foreseeable future continuing to provide much needed and valuable
community support.

For full details on the Friends of Contact scheme please call into the office
on the lower ground floor of the Selsdon Community Centre and we can
provide you with more information.

Selsdon Churches Neighbourhood Care Registered Charity 1124346
Charitable Incorporated organisation.

~—~

SELSDON FLOWER CLUB

ju We have pleasure in announcing that our Flower Club is
;" ! continuing in our 54th year with the following programme:
& EI- [

a5 We are a small friendly club who meet on the second

Wednesday afternoon of each month at 2pm at the rear of St.
John the Divine Church, Selsdon. Subscription £30 per annum (£15 half
year). We have demonstrations and practices. All abilities welcome!!

12 June Demo - Graham Harmer
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10 July  Summer Afternoon Tea & Practice Arrangement in a Cup & Saucer

Please contact the Secretary - Maureen Browning on 020 8651 5821 for
more information

~n~

A LOOK BACK IN PAST GAZETTES

Delving through some of the earliest Selsdon Gazettes | came across this
letter from March 1947, just after the World War Il, when rationing was still
in operation. We really must not take our eggs for granted.

‘Eggs for Breakfast’

Yes, real eggs — not ersatz* — and produced in your own garden. Everyone
can enjoy this luxury by just a little extra effort for food production.

The recipe? Half a dozen chickens to be fed twice daily, given fresh water
and some greenstuff. Timber for a chicken house is hard to obtain, but by
judicious use of rustic poles, tarred felt and chicken wire a small structure
can be built. Chickens are not fussy, but they do like a rain-proof house
and plenty of litter. Straw is easily obtained, and with the addition of
chicken manure this makes humus for the garden.

For beginners, it is strongly recommended that birds be obtained from an
accredited breeder who can supply birds with stamina plus a good laying
pedigree.

Cod liver oil added to the evening meal helps to keep birds in good
condition and ensures plenty of eggs.

A new secretary is urgently required for the Poultry Section of the
Horticultural Society and a volunteer would be welcomed by the
committee. If interested, please communicate with the Hon. Secretary, Mr.
A.E. Sarson, 296 Addington Road, Selsdon.

L.D Adcock

*Powdered eggs are also known as dried eggs, and colloquially during the
period of rationing in the UK, as Ersatz eggs. Powdered eggs are eggs
that have been dehydrated and turned into an easy-to-store powder, they
have a storage life of 5 to 10 years when stored without oxygen in a cool
storage environment.
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your own home

Home® From one-hour visits through
Quality Care in Your Home to 24/7 live-in care

r nght Trusted care and support in
0

b i3
1
We help you or your loved one to remain independently at home by supporting with:

e Washing and Dressing, Medication, Food preparation, Light housework,
Errands, Outings, Appointments and Companionship.

e We specialise in Dementia, Stroke, MS, Parkinsons and Mobility support.

Our carers are carefully selected for their friendliness, empathy and communication skills.
Our team is trained to our high standards ensuring they deliver a quality service to you.

We provide hourly care, live in care, respite and home from hospital care.
We cover Selsdon, Sanderstead and surrounding areas with our locally based team.

\.. 020 8656 6921 %‘% Qcareouanty

Commission

RATING (TI)

¥4 enquiries.croydon@rightathome.co.uk * OUTSTANDING
for being Well Led
@ www.rightathome.co.uk/croydon g $€€ Our reviews in

@Y homecare.co.uk
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Your new life,
delivered perfectly
Every year, we help thousands

of people start their new
adventures.

Where can we move you?

€
Brltannla
Sandersteads

REMOVALS | STORAGE | SHIPPING

01883 74 1000 ‘ www.sandersteads.com

info@sandersteads.com

. S— A J Taylo r --l= =N

APPROVED vomestic 73
CONTRACTOR INSTALLER ==

On behalf of D J Taylor & Son

Local Electrician
Domestic and Commercial
All works undertaken Fuse Board Changes Main Bonding
Rewires/Partial Rewires Fault Finding  Testing & Inspections

Tel: 020 86514260 Mob: 07932 032 395
djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk

D. Meehan
Building Services

Over 40 years experience * Fully insured
Internal & external decorating ¢ Kitchen design & fitting
Building maintenance * Brickwork ¢ Tiling ¢ Carpentry

Home improvements & repairs

Tel: 020 8651 2441 Mobile: 07836 360 060 Email: meehandjm@aol.com
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7/ SANDERSTEAD
YL/ WINDOWS

A STYLISH RANGE OF WINDOWS & DOORS

Here at Sanderstead Windows we offer a stylish range of windows and doors. Our attention to
detail, the quality of products and the care for those who use our products is what ensures we
deliver unrivalled standards of customer service and workmanship every time.

We offer quotes and are there to help you with any m
questions you have. Whether you are looking to replace existing windows APFROVED
WINDOW & 0OOR INSTALLER

or are starting a new construction project, we have the product to suit you.

GET IN TOUCH FOR YOUR

0208 106 0282

ENQUIRIES@SANDERSTEADWINDOWS.CO.UK
WWW.SANDERSTEADWINDOWS.CO.UK
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A SELECTED LIST OF SELSDON ORGANISATIONS

CHURCHES
St John the Divine (C of E) Parish Office 020 8657 2343
Selsdon Baptist Church Office 020 8651 4308
St Columba'’s (Roman Catholic) 020 8657 3747
St Francis (Church of England) Monks Hill 020 8657 7864
Croydon Jubilee Church Office 020 8651 2807
Forestdale Salvation Army Church 020 8657 0078
Selsdon Christian Fellowship 020 8668 9779
Church of Jesus Christ of LDS 020 8651 2211
DOCTORS & EMERGENCY CARE
Farley Road Medical Practice 020 8651 1222
Queenhill Medical Practice 020 8651 1141
Selsdon Park Medical Practice 020 8657 0067
Croydon University Hospital 020 8401 3000
New Addington Minor Injuries Unit 020 8251 7225
Purley War Memorial Hospital 020 8401 3515
POLICE

Selsdon & Addington Village: SelsdonandAddingtonVillageSNT@met.police.uk
Selsdon Vale & Forestdale SelsdonandForestdaleSNT@metpolice.uk

CLUBS, GROUPS & CHARITIES
CONTACT (Neighbourhood Care) Jasmine Singh 020 8651 4944
Selsdon Centre for the Retired Craig Anderson 020 8651 1111
Croydon Hearing Resource Centre Office 020 8686 0049
Croydon Vision 020 8668 2486
Cruse Bereavement Care Helpline 080 8808 1677
Friends of Littleheath Woods lan Leggatt 020 8651 1140
Friends of Selsdon Wood www.friendsofselsdonwood.co.uk
Sanderstead Plantation Partners michaellishmund@gmail.com
Friends of Kingswood www.friendsofkingswood@hotmail.co.uk
Girlguiding (Rainbows, Brownies, Guides &Senior Section) 0800 999 2016

https://girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved
1t Selsdon & Addington Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts)

www. 1stselsdon.org.uk
2nd Selsdon & Addington Scout Group www.2ndSandAScoutGroup.org.uk

Croham Valley Explorer Scout Unit Christopher Dean tinkerscorner@aol.com
Arts Society Croydon Area Jean Aarons https://tascroydonarea.org.uk
Parkinson’s UK Croydon & District Branch  Roy Court _ 07704 683373
Rotary Sanderstead & Selsdon Wendy Parr 07774 186792

RSPB Croydon Local Group John Davis 020 8640 4578
Selsdon Art Group Fiona Hooper 07973 412952
Selsdon Bridge Club Bob Steadman 07545 384899
Selsdon Centre Bridge Club Betty Borfiga 020 8656 4212
Selsdon Community Hall Cottie Campbell selsdonhall.info@gmail.com
Selsdon Flower Club Maureen Browning 020 8651 5821
Selsdon Townswomen'’s Guild(pm) Christine Holland 020 8657 4861
Sanderstead Horticultural Society www.sandersteadhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
Sanderstead Local History Group sandersteadlhg@gmail.com

Selsdon Tennis Club Geoff Littlewood 020 8651 4748

St John's Wives Jane Guglielmi 020 8657 6672

66(Selsdon) Squadron Air Training Corps  Rob Cleeter 020 8651 5958



The SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

TANDIN RDER (Annual Payment — rt t ment. n 1t Jun

To: Selsdon Residents Association (SRA): A/c No 40336343 Sort Code 20 - 24 -
61

TO (YOUE BANK). ... .o

BranCch Address ... .. ..o

RETOIENC: .
n.b. Please use the first line of your address for the reference

We need this so that we can record your subscription knowing that you are a Selsdon

Resident and so entitled to be a member of this Residents’ Association

General Data Protect Requlation 2018

The SRA will electronically store this personal information obtained from this SO, so we have

a record of your bona fide membership. We respect your right to privacy and will not share,

sell or profile your personal data.

You may contact the SRA at mail2.selsdonresidents@gmail.com at any time to request a

copy of your personal information that we hold electronically and, at your request, we will

amend or delete that information. Deletion will mean that we will no longer contact you.

Please tick this box to give us your permission to retain your personal details
for our records.

Please pay the Selsdon Residents’ Association now and on 1st June annually until
further notice from me, the sum of

£5.00 Annual Subscription

E SUSP Optional additional annual donation*/ Christmas Lights* (*delete as appropriate)
. Total

Please sign here: ....... ... Date...........coveieiiieninn.

Please also print your name here (particularly for your bank’s use)

n.b. This is not a Direct Debit — we cannot alter your Standing Order. You can cancel your
Standing Order at any time by contacting your bank.



