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Editor:  Heather Govier, 219 Osward, Courtwood Lane, Croydon CR0 9HG,  
selsdongazette@hotmail.co.uk  020 8657 0423
Website:  selsdon-residents.co.uk
Advertising Enquiries:  Carlo Rappa, selsdon.adverts@gmail.com
Advertising payments and Treasurer:  Mrs Choi Kim, choi_joy@outlook.com
Distribution: Enquiries to Wendy Mikiel, wmikiel@hotmail.com  020 8651 0470
Copy for the Gazette should reach the Editor by the 20th of each month and email 
attachments should be in Word or PDF format. 
There is no August Gazette.
The view expressed by contributors to the Selsdon Gazette are their own and are 
not necessarily those of the Editor, the Selsdon Gazette or the Selsdon Residents’ 
Association. All letters printed as received.
The publication of advertisements in the Selsdon Gazette does not imply any warranty 
on the part of the Selsdon Gazette or the Selsdon Residents’ Association as to the 
quality of services offered by the advertiser. Residents should make such enquiries as 
they think necessary about any provider of goods or services.
Front cover image credit:  York Road by Alan Cook - Taken on 2nd March 2018 
after a visit from the Beast from the East.
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R. H. R. Adamson
P. Holden, 
R. F. G. Rowsell.
Sheila Childs, 6 Cowley Close CR2 8LU       
Linda Morris, 48 Ravenshead Close CR2 8RL
Janet Sharp, 16 Brent Road CR2 7NR
Iris Jones, 24 Southviews, CR2 8SH
Sara Bashford, 20 Wagtail Gardens, CR2 8TA
Yvonne Huber, 121 Farley Road CR2 7NL 
Dudley Mead, MBE  5 Mountwood Close CR2 8RJ
Ernie Sweeney, 2 Mountwood Close CR2 8RJ
John Waddington, 29 Littleheath Road, CR2 7SG 
Su Yates, 10 Foxearth Road CR2 8ED 
Peter Underwood, 12a Abbey Road, CR2 8NG
Ian Leggatt, 53 Queenhill Road, CR2 8DW
Phil Roberts, 44 Dulverton Road, CR2 8PG

President:
Vice-Presidents:

Chairman:
Vice-Chairman: 
Hon. Secretary:
Hon. Treasurer:
Committee:

Executive  Committee 2018

SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
selsdonresidents@yahoo.co.uk

8651 2285
8651 4010
8651 6882
8651 1907
8651 3871
8657 4576
8405 6746
8657 3815
8657 3523
8657 9284
8651 0601
8651 1140

Two vacancies remain - anyone interested in being co-opted, please contact us.

Councillors for Sanderstead Ward 
Cllr Lyn Hale   Lynne.hale@croydon.gov.uk
Cllr Yvette Hopley   Yvette.hopley@croydon.gov.uk
Cllr Tim Pollard   councillor@timpollard.co.uk

Cllr Helen Pollard   Helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk
Cllr Robert Ward   Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk

Stuart Millson   Stuart.millson@croydon.gov.uk
Andy Stranack   Andrew.stranack@croydon.gov.uk

Councillors for Selsdon & Addington Village Ward 

Councillors for Selsdon Vale & Forestdale Ward

0208 405 6721
0208 404 3462
0208 251 8500

0207 617 7310
07783 152363

07783 152376
07816 123204
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Editor's Note

Welcome to the March 2019 issue of the Gazette. As I 
write this in mid-February it feels as though spring has 

sprung but the cover photo reminds us that in March last year we 
had a visit from the “Beast from the East”. I think many of us will be 
hoping that we do not get another this year.

We start this month with an extension to the usual SRA News ‘n’ 
Views about the Council’s poor street services (p9). Then, after the 
usual message from the Councillors, we have a piece from local MP, 
Chris Philp (15), followed by an obituary for Colleen Hiett, long term 
resident of Selsdon, who died last December (p20).

There is a memoir and two dramatic photographs inspired by the 
December piece in the series Through the Eyes of  a War Baby about 
the bombing of Ingham Road (p24) and this is followed by the next in 
the series from Des looking at Selsdon’s Winter Wonderland (p25).

I’m delighted to report that, after a couple of months’ absence, 
Roundabout is back (p29)☺ We then have a further update from 
Geoff Forsdyke about the money he has raised by recycling unwanted 
jewellery etc (p31). Do please get in touch with him if you have items 
to donate.

Nature Notes this month tells us about parasitic and saprophytic 
plants - a rare one of which has recently been spotted in Selsdon 
Wood (p33). And we end with a response on behalf of the Friends of 
Selsdon Wood to the planning application for building in Quail Gardens 
(p34). 

Amongst the correspondence (p51) is a response to Adrian Gates’ 
article in the December Gazette on electric cars. Tony has a much 
more up-to-date model and a much more positive view. Still on the 
subject of cars we have a query about a 1934 Rolls Royce. Do get in 
touch if you can help. There is also a response to the piece in the 
February issue about street cleaning and comment on the proposed 
pedestrian crossing at the junction of Farley and Croham Valley Roads. 
We are all aware of the pressure the NHS is under at present and the 
final letter provides a case study of a typical experience.
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Finally apologies to puzzlers for the lack of crossword (no room) and 
Rebecca whose Chalk Parties advert was printed in February without 
the final 4 lines which gave all the contact details. This has been 
corrected this month.

Regards,

Heather

∂  SubmiSSionS for the APriL 2019 edition 
ShouLd be with the editor no LAter thAn 

20th mArCh ∂

~~

SRA NEWS ‘n’ VIEWS
Depending on when this Gazette is delivered, we hope to see/have seen 
you at the AGM on 13th March. It is one of the few chances we have to 
meet with you and hear your views of things that matter to Selsdon. We 
are hoping that attendance will be better this year than recently.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our 88 deliverers who 
turn out 11 months a year to freely drop the Gazette into your letter 
box. No mean feat to manage all this (plus the 8 local distributors) 
which is carried out so ably by Wendy Mikiel, our Distribution Manager. 
Heartfelt thanks to you all!  Sadly each year we lose some of these 
essential helpers for one reason or another and it is never easy to find 
replacements. This can mean the remaining deliverers and distributors 
see their rounds grow, just so we can be sure everyone gets the Gazette 
in a reasonable time. Please consider if you could perhaps help by sharing 
a delivery or distribution round with someone else or filling a gap when we 
do lose someone. If you feel you cannot commit to helping regularly for 11 
months, then we are always grateful to have a list of those who will stand 
in to cover holidays, illness or vacancies on a temporary basis. 

As far as possible, Wendy tries to keep the delivery rounds to fewer than 
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50 addresses and as close as possible to you, to avoid it being too time-
consuming. Do please contact her on 020 8651 0470 or via wmikiel@
hotmail.com if you think you could offer some help.

We are approaching the time of year when we need to review the 
addresses of those residents who are willing to have their letterbox 
listed as a drop-off point for our brown subscription envelopes during the 
summer. Inevitably, some people move away and forget to tell us or the 
new resident, so they are then surprised when the money starts plopping 
through their door! Please do let us know before mid-May if you don’t want 
your address listed for this purpose any more – or if you feel you could 
actually be added to the service as, hopefully, more drop-off points will 
encourage more subscriptions! 

There was news at the AGM of our Christmas lights, flower displays 
and planning proposals – the main topics that keep the committee busy 
during the year. We have just been hit by a bombshell regarding the lights: 
unexpectedly, we were advised that, in future, we would have to have the 
catenary wires routinely inspected, allegedly to meet insurance and H&S 
requirements. We are checking this out but, if true, there could be about 
a 30-50% increase in the lighting costs on top of the renewal costs of the 
catenary wires this year that we already knew about. With the dwindling 
numbers of traders each year, the support we get is unlikely to go far in 
covering the overall future costs. The SRA committee is keen for our lights 
tradition to continue so we are doing our best to keep costs down and 
choose a lighting display for the coming years (we are due for a new set 
of lights and contractual term now) that will still keep us ‘on the map’. How 
long we will be able to continue is, of course, open to question and subject 
to other demands on our finances. 

We decided that the cost of the floral displays, with thankfully only a small 
increase by our supplier this year, should continue to be borne largely 
again this year by the SRA  as very few traders support us in that project. 
We hope you will all appreciate these attempts to brighten the shopping 
area.

The SRA has always kept an eye on planning proposals that affect the 
area. Can I remind you that all Selsdon residents can now peruse the 
planning list themselves to see the state of play of local applications 
directly via http://www.localplanningapps.co.uk/croydon/sra/anupdate/
listofapps.html.
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Currently, we are keeping a watch on the progress of the applications 
for the changes behind the shops to convert the car and lawn mower 
repairers to a row of terraced houses and for the increased number of 
houses now requested to be built in Quail Gardens. Bearing in mind the 
present political views on the need for increased provision of housing in all 
areas, we are mindful of how we can perhaps best approach these (and 
other) applications for developments. Being guided by our councillors as 
well as the views of the local community, we feel it is possibly a matter of 
keeping any proposals within reasonable bounds rather than necessarily 
seeking total refusal of them all. I believe there will be other comments 
elsewhere in this Gazette about the proposed Quail Gardens development 
but suggest that, if you object, then please do contact the Council as 
directed on their website to lodge a formal objection – or the old-fashioned 
way, by a written letter to the Planning Department at the Town Hall 
(Bernard Wetherill House).

The Selsdon Garage site is still under active consideration by the owners 
and the Council apparently. However, there are now some changes 
(additions) to the plans we had all felt were most  suitable for the site but 
which the council chose to refuse. As before, watch this space - literally!
Last but not least – for those of you who fancy a breakfast treat, I hear that 
Wetherspoons has applied to open for the early breakfasters amongst you 
(from 8am). Enjoy!  Also, they want to stay open until midnight on Fridays 
and Saturdays for those who prefer their local socialising at that end of the 
day. Enjoy?

Linda Morris, Vice Chairman - SRA

~~

Word not your Way ?
Excel not your Expertise ?

PowerPoint not your Passion ?
Mail Merge not your Mindset ?

Virtual PA able to assist with all your secretarial and administrative needs.

Filing not your Forte ?
Typing not your Thing ?

Presentations not your Prowess ?
Transcribing Dictation not your Talent ?

Email:  susan@thewrightva.co.uk Tel:  0203 290 2750 / 07989 679459

www.thewrightva.co.uk

Formerly Susan’s Office Solutions 
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SELLING  OR  LETTING
FREE  VALUATION  SERVICE

     SELSDON    to    SANDERSTEAD
216 ADDINGTON ROAD

8651 1234
77 MITCHLEY AVENUE

8657 5000
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COUNCIL SERVICES
It has become clear to the SRA that Croydon Council are unable to deliver 
the sort of services that we have come to expect with regard to street 
cleaning and upkeep of roads and pavements, to name only two areas of 
concern. The SRA, and our local councillors, have attempted to get the 
council to clean our streets and pavements more regularly and to carry out 
repairs to road surfaces where potholes and sunken manhole covers and 
gully gratings are the norm. The Council is currently focusing on reactive 
works whereby inspectors will tour the borough and prioritise spending 
their scant resources on a ‘worst-first’ basis so that ‘limited funds ….. are 
directed at sites with the greatest need’. A recent request by the SRA to 
the Director of Streets to consider the extremely poor condition of the 
Farley Road carriageway from Queenhill Road down to Croham Valley 
Road resulted in a visit by a Highways Inspector who noted ‘whilst there 
where (sic) visible localised deterioration of the carriageway surface, the 
defects seen did not trigger the intervention criteria and therefore were not 
considered actionable defects’.

What can all we do to get the Council to step in and carry out the services 
which one may think one’s Council Tax should pay for?  Faced with a 
reactive approach to street cleaning why not raise the profile of your 
pile of dead leaves blocking the gutter with a call to Croydon Council 
Streets Team on 020 8726 7100 or the Environmental Team on 020 8726 
6200. You could make your complaint about the pothole you have just 
damaged your vehicles wheel in by registering with ‘My Account’ on the 
Council website and reporting it there. Perhaps the coolest method would 
be to download the ‘Don’t Mess with Croydon’ app to your smartphone 
and photograph the offending subject and send your report direct to the 
Council. The topics that can be dealt with in this manner are: Abandoned 
Vehicle, Dead Animal, Dog Fouling, Drug-related Litter, Empty Property, 
Fly-posting, Fly-tipping on Public Land, Graffiti, Loose or Damaged 
Pavements, Potholes or Damage to Roads, Problems with Skips, Road 
Surface Drainage Problems, Streets - issues with benches, bollards, 
signs, Streets – new or relocation of street litter bins, Streets – overflowing 
street litter bins, Tree or high hedge obstruction on public land, Waste on 
private property.

Sad to say, for the foreseeable future we are unlikely to get the sort of 
service from our Council that we did, say, ten years ago. They will only 
be taking action where we, the public, make a fuss. Over to you, dear 
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Residents of Selsdon. (You may have your own thoughts about how this 
increasingly digital form of communication disenfranchises those without 
or unable to access the internet.)

Ian Leggatt, For the SRA

~~

COUNCILLORS’ NOTES
PLAYGROUNDS

Over the last year we have received a number of requests for 
improvements to the playgrounds in Selsdon, and two playgrounds are in 
particular need of attention – the one in Selsdon Recreation Ground and 
the one in Addington Park. Cllr Pollard recently met with a senior officer at 
the Council and was advised that funding has been secured to refurbish 
the playground in Addington Park. This is excellent news but at the 
moment no funds have been secured to refurbish the one in Selsdon Rec. 
We have asked the Council to try and secure funds for the Selsdon Rec 
playground and will let you know if this is successful.  

The plan is to consult with residents later this year to find out views on the 
proposals for the playground in Addington Park.  

PARKS UPDATE

In recent years, the Council has undergone a number of reorganisations 
and this has resulted in some confusion when it comes to responsibility for 
Croydon’s parks.  At a recent meeting with the Council, the extent of this 
became clear when it was explained to Cllr Pollard that there are different 
departments in the Council responsible for these areas in relation to parks:

-  Healthy living (encouraging people to use the parks as part of a 
healthy lifestyle)

-  Facilities management (such as maintaining buildings in parks e.g. 
pavilions)

-  Asset management (ownership of the park buildings)
-  Grounds maintenance (grass cutting, flower beds etc)
-  Safety (making sure there is no anti-social behaviour in parks)
-  Masterplanning (planning enhancements to amenities in parks)
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Head Office: Alphaglaze (Croydon) Ltd, 25 Crofters Mead, Courtwood Lane, Croydon CR0 9HS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, DOORS - WIDE RANGE OF CONSERVATORIES

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
FOR  NEW  CUSTOMERS

* EXCLUSIVE OFFER * 
FREE LEAD OR GEORGIAN 
ON QUALIFYING ORDERS
Free 10 year guarantee

A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY
Our Reputation counts for a great Deal!

0800 136021
BS 7412
BS 7413
BS 6206
BS 5713

* Ask for Interest Free/No Deposit Finances
* Top Quality Materials
* Maintenance Free

* PVCu and Aluminium
* High Security Locking Systems
* 28 mm Sealed Units

ALPHA  GLAZEALPHA  GLAZE



12

No job too small

SB CARPETS 
SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC CARPET 
AND VINYL 
FITTING WITH 32 
YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 

FITTING MOSTLY 
CUSTOMERS’ OWN 
CARPETS 

SMALL JOBS 
WELCOME (RE-
STRECH, 
ADAPTIONS etc.)

CAN ALSO SUPPLY MATERIALS 
– UNDERLAY, GRIPPER, DOORBARS etc.

BASED IN BECKENHAM COVERING 20 MILE 
RADIUS 

website - http://sbcarpets.co.uk
mob - 07932056112
email - stevenbibb1958@hotmail.co.uk
 

HortiWorks
Landscaping

Mobile: 0774 0336507
Office: 020 8657 1973

email: horti_works@hotmail.com

All work fully insured
Proprietor Andy Dwyer

www.hortiworks.co.uk

Specialists in
Decking and Fencing
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The days of a park keeper who would keep an overall eye on things are 
long gone, which is a shame because the lack of ownership leaves plenty 
of opportunities for things to be missed. And when a park user does spot 
something that needs attention, it is hard to know to whom to report it.
  
The Council has finally recognised that this is an issue and have arranged 
meetings between the relevant departments to establish a ‘matrix of roles 
and responsibilities’.  Let’s hope this helps to keep our lovely parks in 
good shape for years to come.  

SELSDON HIGH STREET / THE ‘GARAGE’ 230 ADDINGTON ROAD

We are frequently asked what is happening with the ‘garage’ site next to 
Aldi. It is an eyesore and needs to be redeveloped.  

Planning permission has already been given for it to be redeveloped to have 
26 flats and retail space on the ground floor, so why has work not started?

This was a question that the Selsdon Councillors wanted to ask the 
developers,  so a meeting was arranged to find out why nothing is happening. 
A member of the Council’s Planning Department was also present.  

The developer said the problem is that the planning permission with 26 
flats, with four of these being affordable housing, is not financially viable. 
(It is Council policy that a minimum of 15% of properties in a development 
should be affordable). The developer said they would make a significant 
loss if they redeveloped the site in the current economic climate. Their 
view is the development would only be viable if they could have more flats 
and if the requirement to include affordable housing was removed.  

As local councillors, not property development experts, we can’t judge 
whether viability is really the issue here, but it would be reasonable to 
think that the developer would have developed the site by now if it could 
make a profit.  The site was purchased in 1996 and the developer seems 
pretty keen to complete the project.   
 
The current planning permission for the garage site was given before 
the new Local Plan came into force so there might be scope for a 
development with more flats. This would inevitably mean a bigger building 
and this is a compromise that residents might be prepared to consider if 
the site is to be redeveloped.  
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At the end of the meeting it was agreed that the developer would meet 
with the Planning Department to review the options available and see if 
there is a way that the project can be moved forward. 

Just to be clear, as your elected representatives, the Selsdon Councillors 
will always act in the best interests of the residents of Selsdon. We will not 
take the side of a property developer. However, in order to try and move 
this forward we felt it appropriate to meet with the developer and try to 
establish why nothing is happening.  If a revised planning application is 
submitted to the Council, we will seek your views before deciding whether 
we will support it.  

Meet Your Councillors

The Selsdon Team of Councillors will be holding surgeries in the Selsdon 
Centre (next to Sainsbury’s) on the first Saturday of the month from 10am 
– 11.15am (except August). If you have any issues you wish to discuss 
with your councillor please come to the surgery or get in touch by email:

Helen.pollard@croydon.gov.uk
Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk
Stuart.millson@croydon.gov.uk
Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019

19/00382/HSE – 23 Rylandes Road, South Croydon, CR2 8EB - 
Demolition of garage and lean-to, erection of single storey side/rear 
extension
19/00478/HSE – 5 Chestnut Grove, South Croydon, CR2 7LL - Erection of 
a two storey side extension and two rear roof dormers (part retrospective 
application)
19/00101/HSE – 7 Ferns Close, South Croydon, CR2 8RG - Erection of a 
single storey rear/side extension (retrospective)
19/00365/HSE – 55 Selsdon Park Road, South Croydon, CR2 8JF - 
Proposed vehicular crossover (dropped kerb) to front of property with hard 
standing area
19/00309/LP – 117 Croham Valley Road, South Croydon, CR2 7RE - 
Erection of replacement front porch

~~
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BUILD MORE HOMES ON BROWNFIELD SITES
The Council’s planning committee is currently granting 95% of applications 
that are put before it. As a result, applications that are unpopular with 
residents, or are not in keeping with the area, are waved through.
 
The Council plans to build 10,000 more homes in suburban areas by 
2036. To achieve this, the council intends to build blocks of flats in 
traditionally quiet areas. It will require knocking down existing houses and 
building on green land. I strongly oppose this. On 11th February I spoke at 
City Hall to make my opposition to the Council’s plans clear. 

It is not that I oppose building new homes. London needs new homes. 
Building more homes will help young people into homeownership. It will 
prevent first time buyers from being priced out of the market and is vital to 
solving London’s housing crisis. 

However, building blocks of flats by destroying family homes in areas that 
have always had a quiet or suburban character is not the answer. Across 
the south of the borough, the council is granting permissions to knock 
down 4-5 bedroom houses, to build blocks of around 9 flats. This creates 
buildings that are out of character with the area around them, as well as a 
sudden spike in population. 

A sudden increase in the number of people living in an area creates a 
strain on local infrastructure; including roads, schools and GP surgeries. 
The necessary infrastructure improvements are not being made. For 
example, the proposed 17 storey skyscraper in Purley would provide just 
20 new parking spaces for 220 new flats. There is already a shortage 
of parking in the south of the borough. Building blocks of flats with 
inadequate parking spaces will only exacerbate the problem. 

New buildings should be appropriate to the area and only built on suitable 
sites. The Council’s own Local Plan states that planning permission should 
only be granted for buildings that fit the character of the area. In the south 
of the borough most homes are 4-5 bedroom family homes. Homes like 
these are important for young families and should not be destroyed.

The Council is only focusing on hitting its target through blocks of flats. 
As a result, the Council is failing to meet its target of 30% family homes 
(ie homes with two bedrooms or more), as only 19% of new homes have 
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more than two bedrooms.

The Council should be prioritising building flats on brownfield sites, near 
existing tall buildings. Tall buildings and tower blocks already exist in 
Croydon town centre, and I support building them there – not on field or in 
the suburbs.

I will be launching a Brownfield First campaign on this issue in the near 
future. There are many buildings that are unused in Croydon town centre. 
These should be a priority – either repurposed or rebuilt as flats.

More widely, Sadiq Khan as Mayor of London should bring forward large 
scale schemes on brownfield sites. Previous mishaps during his time as 
Mayor have caused schemes at Old Oak Common and the Meridian site 
in Enfield to fail – which could have provided around 16,000 homes. 

The town centre already has the necessary infrastructure and amenities 
for new residents. Its excellent transport links makes it perfect for young 
professionals just starting on the property ladder. Building more large 
blocks of flats in Croydon town centre is therefore appropriate, and will 
protect our green spaces. 

Buildings like the old Royal Mail building next to East Croydon station are 
derelict, and you could build hundreds of flats on that site. The council 
would then have no reason to destroy houses in suburban areas, which 
are much-needed for families.

One way to make planning decisions more accountable would be to have 
“area planning committees” where councillors 
from a local area sit on the planning committee 
for smaller applications in that area, rather than 
having councillors from a distant part of Croydon 
deciding applications in Selsdon.

A focus on Brownfield First will allow the borough 
to meet its housing demand and preserve the 
historic character of our neighbourhoods. 

Chris Philp - Member of Parliament for Croydon South

~~
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CK CARPETS
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

TYPES OF FLOORING

Carpets - Vinyls

Amtico - Karndean

Solid Woods - Laminates

Free Measuring & Estimating

Showrooms at: 
3 Limpsfield Road

Sanderstead CR2 9LA

Tel: 020 8651 6833 

Painting & Decorating
Home Maintenance & Repair

• Reliable & Friendly Service
• Fully Insured
• References Supplied
• Top Quality Finish

For a free competitive estimate 
& advice call David Wilson on:

020 8654 6227 or 07960 073604
Abbots Green, Croydon

HomeDec
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We specialise in:-
•  UPVC Facia, Soffit, Barge Boards and
    Cladding in black, white or woodgrain
    Plus all types of guttering.
    NO MORE PAINTING

Steve King Mobile:- 07973 625638
Phone / Fax: 020 8651 9492

•   Roof Repairs.  No job too small!
    All work guaranteed.
    FREE ESTIMATE

S.K. FACIAS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

020 8651 2007

Executive Mercedes * BMW * Audi saloons
6/7 passenger people carriers

AIRPORTS - BUSINESS TRAVEL - LONG DISTANCE
LONDON THEATRES & STATIONS - SOCIAL EVENTS

Smart, Courteous, Knowledgable Drivers
Fully insured and licensed

Selsdon Park Cars
Providing transport for business and pleasure
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POLICE BOX
The Selsdon Vale & Forestdale Local Policing Team (LPT)

comprises:

Sergeant Paul Harrison, PC Colin Mayes, PC James McCarthy
All hold the position of DWO - Dedicated Ward Officer. 

The Selsdon and Addington Village LPT comprises:
PC Carl Gates, PC Barry Swift, PCSO Tina Nash, PS Bob Batchelor

Contact details:
While 999 (emergency) and 101 (non urgent) numbers will 

always reach the police, if you want to contact them on local 
area matters of wider concern you can use:

Selsdon Vale & Forestdale LPT 
or Selsdon and Addington Village LPT

Addington Police Station, 
Addington Village Road, CROYDON CR0 5AQ

Tel - 0208 721 2464

THOMSON’S OF SANDERSTEAD
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
WALLPAPER HANGING 
PLASTERING 
GENERAL BUILDING

SLATING, TILING, FLAT ROOFS, 
GUTTERING, ETC.
Tel: 020 8406 8712
Mob. 07703 246824

C. A. Thomson, 7 Ansley Close, Sanderstead, Surrey CR2 9BQ
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COLLEEN HIETT 
1st February 1923 - 5th December 2018

Colleen Hiett, moved from New Addington to Selsdon 
almost 50 years ago with her husband and three 
sons. They settled in Dulverton Road but sadly 
Colleen lost her husband and soul mate, Ivan, who 
passed away over 30 years ago.
 
Colleen was well known and loved by everyone 
who knew her. She spent many years as a cook at 
some of the local schools where she formed lasting 
friendships with work colleagues, teachers, and 
pupils. 

A very large crowd attended Colleen’s funeral mass, at St Columba’s 
Catholic Church, Selsdon, on 20th December 2018, with committal 
afterwards at Greenlawn Memorial Park. She had passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by her loving sons and family, on the 5th December at St 
Christopher’s Hospice Sydenham, where she had spent the previous three 
days. 

Colleen was well known in the village where she used to frequent the 
local shops on a regular basis until her health started to fail a few years 
ago. She loved to talk to the shop keepers and neighbours she met on her 
journeys. Colleen was closely linked to the Saint Vincent De Paul Society 
(SVP) from St Columba’s Church and Contact, from the Selsdon Centre. 
She was always very grateful for the help and support they provided and 
appreciative of their great work in the community.

Colleen will be forever missed, by everyone who knew her. Her love was 
unconditional, her generosity unrivalled and her faith undoubted. 
May She Rest in Peace.

Margaret and Gerry Gallen

~~
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07979 856604 • 020 8657 0316
info@jcdecoratorsltd.co.uk

•   Free Estimates
•   Paper Hanging

•   Quality Painting
•   Interior/Exterior

CHRIS of CROYDON
Upholsterers

•  Full re-upholstery service
•  Dining room chairs, armchairs, sofas etc.
•  All repairs including new padding, webbing, 
    replacement foam, springs etc.
•  Huge range of fabrics and pattern books
•  Leather restoration, replacement
•  FREE ESTIMATES

Due to increased costs and overheads, which we didn’t want to pass on 
to customers, the business has closed its retail side and is now focused 
on offering a more versatile mobile service.

For all your upholstery needs please call
020 8657 8580

for a prompt and helpful service!

D. Meehan
Building Services

Over 40 years experience • Fully insured
Internal & external decorating • Kitchen design & fitting
Building maintenance • Brickwork • Tiling • Carpentry

Home improvements & repairs

Tel: 020 8651 2441  Mobile: 07836 360 060  Email: meehandjm@aol.com
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01883 714 000

If you are moving house....
....or require storage
Contact Britannia Sandersteads, your local removals
& storage specialist

info@sandersteads.com www.sandersteads.com

REMOVALS, STORAGE
AND INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING
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WE HOST FANTASTIC CHILDREN’S PARTIES!! 
Themes to choose from: 

CERAMIC DECORATING – Decorate ceramic figures with paints 
CUPCAKE PARTY – Mix, bake and decorate 3 cupcakes per child 
TEDDY BEAR MAKING – Lots of teddies to choose from and stuff 

T-SHIRT DESIGN –With fabric pens, stick on shapes and gems 
HAND BAG DECORATING – With pens, stick on shapes and gems 

MAGICAL MAKEOVER – Dressing up in hats wigs and costume 
PRINCESS PARTY – Decorate a ceramic trinket box and tiara 

PIRATE PARTY – Decorate swords and ships with pens and gems 

PRICES 
Up to 8 children £190 

9-10 children £210 
11-12 children £230 
13-14 children £250 
15-16 children £270 

Price includes: Exclusive hire – chosen theme; Food & drinks*; 
Personalised birthday cake; Party games and bubble disco 

* We can also arrange for vegetarian and gluten free party food on 
request 

£5 extra per bear skin for Teddy Bear parties 

Parties run for 1h 30min Cupcake party 1h 45min 

Parties can be booked for Weekdays 4.30 – 6pm  
Saturday & Sunday from 11 am 

To book please call/text or email Rebecca on 
07983378573, chalkcoffeebar@outlook.com  

Facebook - coffee & creativity 
222 Addington Road, South Croydon, CR2 8LL
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INGHAM ROAD BOMBING 1944
In his wartime memories featured 
in the December issue of the 
Gazette, Des Donohoe mentioned 
the V1 rocket that fell in Ingham 
Road in July/August 1944. This 
bomb destroyed my parents’ 
house - the semi on the right in 
the photo. This was number 21 
(changed to 41 after renumbering 
in the 60s).

I don’t know if anyone was killed 
or injured, my parents never really talked about it - but the two semi-
detached houses to the right of ours were also destroyed and the site 
remained a bombsite well into the fifties when the houses were rebuilt to 
another design, differing from the other houses in the road which were 
built in 1938/39. 

As kids we played on the bombsite and inside the houses when they were 
eventually being built - no health and safety then!

The V1 struck in the morning a 
few weeks after the birth of my 
older sister, Mary Relph, as she 
is now, so it must have been in 
July or August 1944. My mother 
had been in the habit of putting 
my sister in her pram in the back 
garden but for some reason or 
other she hadn’t done so that 
morning otherwise, on hearing the 
engine cut out on  the bomb, she 
would have rushed out to protect 
her firstborn. As it was she had time to get herself and my sister into the 
Morrison shelter underneath the dining table in the downstairs backroom 
- the one on the right as you look at this rear view photograph. So it is 
possibly only by a bit of luck that I am here to tell you the story! My Dad 
had the shock of coming home and seeing the destruction without knowing 
about the event and not knowing if my mother and sister were still alive! 
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They were evacuated first to Sanderstead and then to Swindon for at least 
a few months.

If there is anyone out there who reads the Selsdon Gazette who 
remembers me or my family do please get in touch. I remember a great 
deal about my upbringing in Selsdon which I remember with affection. I 
was born in 1948 and lived in the rebuilt house until 1967 when I left for 
university and the wider world - finally settling near Dumfries in Scotland.

Phil Munton  philmunton48@sky.com

 
~~

SELSDON’S WINTER WONDERLAND!
In March last year we had the Beast from the East (see cover 
photograph), but that was not a patch on the winter of 1947, reputed to 
be the worst on record. However I cannot remember much about it, other 
than there was a lot of snow! 

My main recollection was that one of my friends, Norman Bray, who lived 
a few doors down from me in Abbey Rd, had impetigo. Why I should 
remember that, I’ve no idea. Anyway impetigo is very contagious and 
so children should be kept away from school. Norman had been stuck 
at home for a couple of weeks or so, and for a treat and to relieve his 
boredom, his dad took him up to Selsdon Rec to see the snow. 

It just so happened that I was already in the Rec building an igloo and tunnel 
through the snow, to get into it. The snow was about three feet deep. As you 
might expect, Norman wanted to help me, so he did, and we had a great time 
playing in the snow. Just in case you should ask, no I did not catch impetigo. 
No doubt the infectious part of his illness had by then passed. 

I don’t know if it is imagination or climate change, but we seemed to get 
more snow back in the 1940 and early 50s. Living on Abbey Rd, which is 
quite a long hill, it was the hill of choice for the local kids to go sledging. 
For much of this period petrol rationing was in force, and even when de-
restricted, few people had cars. So a) it was safe to sledge on the road, 
and b) the roads were not then gritted. So the snow lasted much longer. 
Everyone who had a sledge, had one made from scrap bits of timber, 
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perhaps with a bit of old brass curtain rail for runners. I was the exception! 
My very best friend was Antony Lennell who lived in Greville Avenue at the 
top of Abbey Road. Antony’s eldest brother, Harry, worked as a bell boy 
at Selsdon Park Hotel. Guests there were the very wealthy - people who 
could afford to go on Swiss skiing holidays. One such guest gave Harry a 
beautiful sledge that had been brought back from Switzerland. Luckily for 
me, the Lennells were just about to emigrate, or to be a bit more accurate, 
return to their dad’s homeland – Eire! The important bit was that Harry’s/
Antony’s mum gave me the sledge. It was like a racing car against cart 
horses in our winter sports! 

Whilst we kids loved the snow, it was not so much fun for the grown-
ups. My Dad, like most local dads, worked in London. As I have already 
mentioned, roads were not gritted in the 1940s. If it was a lightish snow 
fall, the weight of a bus full of passengers was enough to provide grip 
and the driver could ease the No. 64 bus all the way up Farley Road to 
Selsdon. With heavy falls of snow, the bus would not be able to make it 
past Brent Road, where the steepest bit of Farley Road begins. 

You car drivers of today will probably not be fully aware of these variations 
in gradient, but when I went to school on my bike I got to know (and still 
remember) every little change when the road went up, especially that last 
bit of Farley Road! 

Snow! So my Dad would leave 
at 6 in the morning to walk to 
wherever the bus might be able 
to reach, and get home about 8, 
having walked in deep snow for 
the last couple of miles. 

And there was poor Emily. Emily 
was the aged carthorse who 
every day, sun, rain or snow, had 
to pull the heavily-laden Express 
Dairy milk float up Abbey Road, 
Ingham Road and several other 
hills in Selsdon. No wellie boots 
for hard working Emily, but she did have 3⁄4 inch iron studs screwed into 
her horse shoes for added grip. I used to help the milkman, and on one 
occasion saw Emily stumble on thick ice and fall onto her front knees. 
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COME AND
VISIT US

Caring    Learning    Aspiring    Succeeding

A vibrant and community-centred school in the 
heart of South Croydon

Selsdon Primary is a unique 
community school in the 
sense that it really encom-
passes the community. With 
FoSP, Selsdon Primary’s 
parent-led charity, the school 
engages with the local com-
munity like no other school in 
the area. As a feeder school 
to Riddlesdown Collegiate, 
Selsdon Primary also offers 
unique opportunities to all its 
children.

SPACES AVAILABLE
FOR 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR
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MORE INFORMATION:

admin@selsdonprimary.org.uk

Selsdon
Primary School
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JEFF BORKETT - ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Free estimates, no call out charge, all electrical work undertaken, 
fixed price quotations, fully insured

● Consumer unit upgrades
● Fault finding
● Freeview, SKY, data, HDMI, phone installations
● Landlords safety Certificates
● Home buyers electrical inspection, 
   test & report (EICR)
● CRB Checked

● Full or partial re-wiring
● Additional socket outlets/lighting points
● LED lighting
● Outside/security lighting
● Domestic/commercial installations
● Extensions, garden sheds, office, 
   playroom electrical installations

All work completed and tested to comply 
with the current IET wiring regulations BS 7671

Part ‘P’ (Electrical Safety) Compliant

0208 651 0177/07951 015264
www.electricalservicescroydon.co.uk

St Johns Church, Selsdon 

Mothering Sunday 

Sunday 31st March 

10am in the Church 
Come and give thanks for someone who cares for you 

A special service for everyone – young and young at heart 

Including the traditional distribution of flowers for all 

All welcome!  

St John’sUpper Selsdon Road, South Croydon, CR2 8DD
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Poor, poor, Emily, in a later year she fell when going down the steep Ingham 
Rd, broke a leg and had to be put down. It was only today, via a chance 
contact who used to live in Ingham Road , that I heard this sad bit of news. 
And just writing about it has brought tears to my eyes. Poor, poor, Emily. 

Going into the 1950s, and more road traffic which caused the snow to 
melt much quicker, our Cresta Run moved from Abbey Road to the very 
steep last 150 yards of Ingham Road. Too steep for cars to even attempt 
in icy conditions. And even better still was Littleheath Woods at the top 
of Ingham Road. Dodging our way between the trees, this became for us 
older boys, our slalom course. 

I still, after 70 years, have a pronounced scar from a sledging incident in 
those woods. Slaloming in thick snow, between some chestnut coppicing, I 
nicked a bit sticking up from a coppiced stump. This took a lump out of my 
thigh. Fortunately it was so cold that it had a numbing effect and it did not 
bleed very much. I was thus able to limp home and get it dressed without 
any real trauma. 

Those days were real fun and didn’t cost a penny, unlike the fortune of a 
skiing trip to the Alps! 

Des Donohoe

~~

ROUNDABOUT
Welcome Back or Goodbye Old Friends 

The imminent return of an old friend has been announced. Following 
a two-year closure and extensive refurbishment, the Fairfield Halls are 
planned to re-open in September. The concert hall and adjoining theatre 
have been greatly missed.

A Croydon Council spokesman was reported to claim that the new 
entertainment facility will  be regarded as “the daughter” of the London 
South Bank Festival Hall. I would suggest that it always was. Indeed, the 
Fairfield Concert Hall was regarded to have superior acoustics compared 
to the original Festival Hall on the South Bank. Before the advent of giant 
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venues, such as the O2 Arena, the Fairfield hosted some memorable 
events after it opened in the early sixties. When working in Croydon, I 
recall beetling up the road to attend a many a Tuesday lunchtime concert 
(1.05 to 1.55 pm) to witness world-class performers.

It was my privilege to know Alderman Dippie, who was a prime mover of the 
Fairfield project. The recruitment of the first manager, Tom Piper (who had 
managed the Colston Hall at Bristol), ensured the recognition of the Fairfield 
Hall as a first class venue. We await welcoming back an old friend.

Another welcome is extended to the new A & E at Mayday University 
Hospital.  Completed later than planned and over budget it may well be, 
but the finished facility is impressive. The previous curtained cubicles 
have been replaced by fully-equipped treatment rooms. Speaking recently 
to a medico who had worked shift there, she was fulsome in her praise. 
Previously, it had  been difficult or nigh impossible to ensure privacy for 
patients undergoing treatment.

Bouquets are also due to the “Hub” medical facility at Purley Hospital. This 
enables walk-in treatment, which saves many of our residents south of the 
Borough a crawl through North Croydon traffic to Mayday. 

It is Goodbye to another old friend. We live in an age of technological 
and social change. One effect is that we lose much which is familiar or 
well-regarded (more about this in a later issue).

The latest casualty is the Yellow Pages Directory which used to crash 
on our doorsteps each year. I still have one of those tomes about five 
years old which is kept as a museum piece. It is of A4 size and nigh on a 
thousand pages long. It contains a staggering assortment of goods and 
services on offer, ranging from Acupuncture to Zoos. Each edition was 
backed up by television commercials hosted by a refined old gent named 
L.P. Hartley. Although perhaps more convenient, trawling through the 
internet will surely not be so satisfying an exploration. 

When it  fluttered through our letterboxes last year, The Final Edition was 
but a shadow of its former self, octavo in size and only 136 pages long. So 
goodbye, old friend; it was a pleasure doing business with you. 

Blooming Again. It is St. Valentine’s Day in mid-February and the sun 
is blazing from a clear sky. Overnight, a swathe of colourful crocus have 
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appeared outside my kitchen window.

Friend Sellis appears. “Lovely crocuses!” he exclaims. I suggest that the 
plural  may be “croci”?

“Nah,” retorts Sellis, “That’s a ball game played with hoops and mallets!”

Toodleoo!

Carousel
 ~~

RECYCLING FOR GOOD CAUSES
Just a line to thank the Gazette for advertising my recycling efforts to find 
a cure for Parkinson’s disease. There has been a good response to your 
advertising and I can report that last year Parkinson’s UK, in addition to 
the £125.23 reported in last November’s issue of the Gazette, received a 
further cheque for £34.84 from my December recycling, So last year’s total 
is over £150.

I sent off a sack full in January as well but have not been told how much 
this has raised as yet. 

My sincere “Thanks” to all who have contributed their unwanted “TRASH 
for CASH”.

It should be noted that the following categories are best for recycling:-
●  Jewellery (including broken or damaged items) 
●  Coins and Currencies 
●  Mobile Phones, Cameras (video, film, digital, movie) Gadgets. Accessories 
●  Stamps (used/unused, Loose/Single, Albums/Collections, 1st day covers 
  
If in doubt, please do not hesitate to get in touch - tel: 01883 620 
331 e-mail: geoff_forsdyke@hotmail.com.

Thank you for your support once again,

Geoff Forsdyke
~~
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Contact: Selsdon Churches Neighbourhood Care            Registered Charity 1124346
Company limited by guarantee. Registered in England No 6582829

Contact
Selsdon Community Centre
132 Addington Road
South Croydon, CR2 8LA
Tel: 020 8651 4944
Fax: 020 8657 2268
Email: info@selsdoncontact.org.uk

Selsdon Contact Neighbourhood Care  

As with all charities, funding is vital and we are 
very grateful to all those who help with raising 
much needed funds to keep our services running 
for those who need them in Selsdon. 

Selsdon Sainsbury’s has been especially 
helpful – Selsdon Contact is their chosen 
Charity of the Year and you can donate in 
the boxes in store. 

In addition we have been allocated slots to 
raise our profile and collect in the foyer.  
Thanks to those who give up an hour of 
their time to stand with bucket outside the 
store and thanks to those kind shoppers 
who stop and pop in their loose change. 

Should you feel you might like to join the team or 
have some skill you could offer, please call us on 
8651 4944. Or if you prefer call into our office on 
the lower ground floor of the Selsdon Community 
Centre and we can provide you with more information 

Selsdon Churches Neighbourhood Care  Registered Charity 1124346 
Company limited by guarantee  Registered in England. No. 6582829

Contact 
Selsdon Community Centre 
132 Addington Road 
South Croydon, CR2  8LA  
Tel: 020 8651 4944 
Fax: 020 8657 2268 
Email: 
info@selsdoncontact.org.uk 

!  

www.selsdoncontact.org.uk
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NATURE NOTES
PARASITIC & SAPROPHYTIC PLANTS

Most plants get their energy from two main sources. Their roots draw 
in nutrients and water from the soil, with some additional complications 
from a mutually beneficial relationship with underground fungi, and their 
leaves make use of chlorophyll to convert the energy in sunlight using 
photosynthesis. The presence of chlorophyll is indicated by the green 
colour of the leaves. 

Some plants have dispensed with the need for chlorophyll and therefore 
do not get involved in photosynthesis, as a result they tend to show 
brownish or yellowish colouration. Energy comes in via the roots but not 
just by extracting it from the soil but also because the roots are attached 
to some other particular plant or fungal species which provide the main 
source of nutrients without getting any benefit in return. Those that get 
their energy from other living plants or fungi are parasites and those that 
feed on dead and decaying organic matter are saprophytes.

Yellow Rattle is a plant which is widespread in suitable habitats but its 
relative the Greater Yellow Rattle is much rarer with a concentration in 
Yorkshire and in the London area. In Croydon Greater Yellow Rattle is very 
common, being widespread in the fields of Selsdon Wood for example. 
Both species get some nutrients directly from the soil but the roots also 
attach themselves to the roots of grasses and have a noticeable effect 
in reducing the growth of the grasses. They are thus classed as semi-
parasitic. Hay made from a field containing Rattles has less food value so 
farmers prefer not to have Rattles in their fields.  

Bird’s Nest Orchid might have a little chlorophyll as its early growth has a 
greenish tinge but its later colouring is basically brown and since it prefers 
to grow in shady places there is no chance of photosynthesis. It is usually 
described as a saprophyte which means it gets its energy from decaying 
organic matter but this orchid does this indirectly by parasitising a fungus 
which in turn gets some of its energy from a tree. The fungus and the tree 
have a mutual relationship (see last month’s article) but the orchid does 
not give anything back.

Yellow Birdsnest (see photograph) is not an orchid. The birdsnest part 
of the name relates to the tangled root system which is supposed to 
resemble a bird’s nest. This species parasitises a fungus to get its energy 
supply. A single specimen was discovered in Selsdon Wood this winter 
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and is the first recorded in the wood since 
1900!  A few years ago large numbers of 
this yellow plant were found in High Elms in 
Bromley.

Toothwort is another leafless plant which 
appears to be covered in scales which 
have a pinkish tinge. It parasitizes the roots 
of Hazel. There is one known clump in 
Selsdon Wood.

Broomrapes:  A glance at the appropriate 
page in a flower field guide will show that 
there are many Broomrapes, all basically brownish in colour and to my mind 
looking like rather weedy Hyacinth flowers which have turned brown. One 
species is the Knapweed Broomrape which is a parasite on Knapweed. This 
and other species appear in the Howell Hill reserve in Sutton.

These plant species show that chlorophyll is not essential for some plants 
to thrive but also suggest that if a niche is available something will evolve 
to occupy it.

Ted Forsyth

~~

RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF THE FRIENDS 
OF SELSDON WOOD TO THE PROPOSED 

DEVELOPMENT IN QUAIL GARDENS
It should be noted that the FSW has no official status re the wood, which is 
owned by the National Trust and managed by the LB Croydon. The FSW 
are simply a volunteer group which supports the borough in this work.

Environmental Impact
Although the wood is large, the local environmental impact could be 
substantial. The building of so many houses in that small piece of land, on 
what was a rough paddock with a pond would impoverish the environment 
for local wildlife. There are several badger setts adjacent to the Vale 
Border boundary path which would suffer major disturbance. 
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KIBA
KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGNS

QUALITY KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
►  PLUMBING
►  CENTRAL HEATING
►  TILES

A unique one stop shop for 
all your plumbing, tiling and 
installation needs.
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND PLUMBING SHOP

119 Addington Road
Selsdon, South Croydon
Surrey CR2 8LH

Tel:   020 8657 1222
Fax:  020 8657 6660
Email: info@ki-ba.co.uk
Internet: www.ki-ba.co.uk
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ROOFING SPECIALISTS
With 40 Years Roofing Experience

R. B. MILLINGTON & SONS
131 Farley Road

Selsdon, Surrey CR2 7NL
For FREE estimates and advice, ring your LOCAL roofers on

020 8395 9040      Mobile: 07774 671863

Microwaves 

 

 

 

Domestic Oven Cleaning 

 Selsdon Based – Adrian Price  020 8657 9975 or 07958 327664  

             Non –Caustic & Safe 
Ovens, Hobs, Extractors, BBQs,    

Microwaves, Ranges, Agas 
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The building work would doubtless damage trees and shrubs many of 
which have roots that spread widely because of the nature of the subsoil. 
There is also a danger that some of the older and larger trees along the 
boundary would be cut down by the developers to prevent deep shading 
of the properties.

Buffer Zone
When Selsdon Wood was bought for the community and donated to the 
National Trust in 1936 a protected buffer zone was set up to prevent 
building within 100 feet of the wood. This zone has Green Belt status. This 
is why, when Wates built the Forestdale estate in the late 60s, the houses 
in Markfield adjoining the wood were unique for Forestdale in having 100 
ft long gardens which must not be built on and the Cascades were given 
the wide lawned area. Brookscroft properties were originally sold with a 
covenant to protect the buffer zone - “No buildings to be erected on the 
strip of land adjoining the northern boundary of Selsdon Wood, to be 
retained as an amenity area, or within 70 feet of the eastern boundary of 
Selsdon Wood.”

I do not know of the present legal status of this covenant but there is little 
doubt that it was considered an important barrier at the time that it was 
established and in subsequent property sales. There is a danger that this 
proposed development would set a precedent for building in the whole 
buffer zone.

The Bungalow
The bungalow at the end of Yew Tree Way lies in the buffer zone. This is 
probably because it pre-existed the establishment of the zone. It does, 
however, serve to show its importance. With broken down fences and 
a back yard full of junk and litter this bungalow presents a significant 
eyesore to users of Selsdon Wood and of the London Loop and Vanguard 
Way which pass alongside. There is a danger that any other properties 
adjoining the wood could follow suit.

Heather Govier, Chair FSW

Editor’s Note - In my capacity as Chair of the FSW, I was contacted 
by the Council Planning Officer on 14th February and invited to send 
our response to the planned development of 15 houses in Quail 
Gardens which adjoins the wood. I consulted with all the committee 
members and compiled this report which summarises the views of us 
all. This was submitted to the Council on 18th February.
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St John’s Church 

Easter Services
Palm Sunday -14th April

**10am Parish Eucharist and procession of  
Palms for all ages 

6pm “The Cross Of  Christ”  
 with St John’s Choir 

Monday – 15thApril

and Tuesday 16th April
7.30pm A service for Holy Week 

Wednesday -17th April
Tenebrae at 8pm Sung by St John’s Choir 

Maundy Thursday – 18th April
7.30pm Liturgy of  the Lord’s Supper with washing of  feet,  

stripping of  altars and watch until Midnight 

Good Friday -19th April 
1pm Reflections for Good Friday – followed by  

2-3pm (approx.)  The Liturgy of  the Lord’s Passion 

Holy Saturday – 20th April
**10am till 12 Noon Messy Easter 

8pm The Paschal Vigil and First Eucharist of  Easter 

Easter Sunday – 21st April 
8am Said Eucharist in traditional language 

**10am Parish Eucharist for All ages – and an Easter Egg Hunt 

**Everyone is welcome at all our services! 
If  you’re bringing children, 

you may particularly enjoy these! 

St John’s Church, Upper Selsdon Road, South Croydon, CR2 8DD
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For a professional landscaping service

HOOKED ON GARDENS
We can carry out all your landscaping requirements

Fencing
Paving
Drives
Turfing

Full garden makeovers
Stock supply and planting

Telephone your enquiries to Nicholas Hook
Office: 020 8651 2503
Mobile: 07771 788179

We also run a Garden Maintenance Division
and will be happy to discuss this service with you



40

Buffets by Design

    Marie Winter 

The personal touch for all your catering needs

• Parties
• Christenings
• Funerals
• Corporate Events
• Weddings

020 8651 2338
Mobile 07745 022732

www.buffetsbydesign.co.uk

49 Littleheath Road, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 7SG.

BOB CAVE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

INSTALLATIONS SERVICING & 
MAINTENANCE

FULLY INSURED

WORK GUARANTEED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MOBILE: 07973 292027
TEL: 020 8657 2803

  

Exhibition 
and 

Sale of Pictures 
by Local Artists 

Saturday 16 March 
United Reformed Church Hall 

Sanderstead Hill CR2 0HB 
on the 403 bus route 

10 am – 4.30 pm 
20% of picture sales and all other proceeds  

will be  

!  

 Admission 50p         Charity Reg No 221124 

StopCALL MICK

MAKE SURE 
YOU CALL A 
REGISTERED 
PLUMBER

ACE PLUMBING
TANKS - CYLINDERS - BURST PIPES 
HEATERS - WATER HEATERS - TAPS 
BATHROOMS - BLOCKAGES - 
LEAKS ALL PLUMBING WORKS

24 HOUR SERVICE * NO CALL OUT 
CHARGE * CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 
FULLY INSURED * CUT OUT & KEEP

TEL: 020 8651 4461
MOBILE: 07974176342
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WHAT’S ON
You will find here information of events that are taking place in our 
area that may not have been mentioned elsewhere in the Gazette.

~~

LITTLEHEATH WOODS WALK
‘Spring Flowers’, Saturday April 20th 2019
Join the Friends of Littleheath Woods as we search for the first flowers of 
the year. We will see how the changing climate is affecting the timing of 
the flowers.
Meet at 10am at the junction of Queenhill and Littleheath Roads. 

~~

SELSDON PRIMARY SCHOOL WARTIME REUNION – 2019. DATE 
CHANGE.
Please note that this popular event will now be held at the Farleigh Golf 
Club on Wednesday. 16th October 2019.  Details will follow in due course.

~~

JUBILATE CHOIR
30th March 2019 – Jubilate Choir Spring Concert
Join us at 7.30 pm at St Matthew’s Church, Chichester Road, Croydon 
CR0 5NQ for an inspiring evening of modern Easter music, including
Paul Carr: Stabat Mater and Ubi Caritas.
Tickets: Adults £12, Children (under 16) £3. at the door.
www.jubilatechoir.co.uk

~~

SOUL SYMPHONY CHOIR
Soul Symphony’s next concert will be on Saturday 6th April, from 6:30 at 
St John the Divine in Upper Selsdon Road. 
For ticket information please use: https://soulsymphonyspring.eventbrite.
co.uk/

~~
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EXHIBITION AND SALE OF PICTURES BY LOCAL ARTISTS
Charity Registration No 221124
Saturday 16th March 2019 10.00am – 4.30pm 
United Reformed Church Hall, Sanderstead Hill (403 bus route)
For an opportunity to admire the talents of local artists and purchase 
original works for yourself or as gifts at very reasonable prices, do put 
this date in your diary. Now in its 44th year, the exhibition is always a 
lively event with a wide variety of colourful art to enjoy, both framed and 
unframed, from beautiful animal studies to romantic landscapes and lovely 
local scenes. Around 50 artists’ work will be on display and 20% of all 
profits go towards the Society’s work with disadvantaged children. There 
will also be a homemade cakes and preserves stall, plus tea and coffee 
to enjoy and a chance to win a raffle prize. Drop in morning or afternoon if 
you have the chance. We’d love to see you.

~~

SELSDON CENTRE BOOK CLUB
If you like reading, and discussing what you have read, why not come 
along to our book club?  We are a small group and members suggest a 
‘book of the month’ (from classics to contemporary, plays to poetry) which 
we discuss, followed by tea/coffee and biscuits.  
We meet on the third Thursday of the month in the Selsdon Centre at 2.45 
pm, and there is free parking in Sainsbury’s car park. New members are 
always welcome. The cost is £3.50 for each session or by subscription.
Forthcoming meetings are on March 21, April 18, May 16, June 20, July 18, 
August 15, September 19, October 17, November 21 (None in December)
If you would like to know more please contact Maureen on 020 8651 2336 
or. email: stagg435@btinternet.com

~~

THE HOLISTIC VOICE - 30-31 March
A fun, informative and inspiring weekend course organised by Selsdon 
resident Cyrilla Rowsell. If you enjoy singing and would like to develop 
your skills and understanding, go to the Courses page of www.
thephoenixcollective.co.uk for more information, including how to book 
online. The course takes place at Royal Russell School on 30th-31st March 
and includes a concert by the award-winning London Adventist Chorale.

~~



FRIENDS OF SELSDON WOOD
Sat 6th April 2pm -  ‘Spring Walk’ with the Friends - All our walks are 
slow and easy – a meander rather than a hike! Meeting in Selsdon Wood car 
park, Old Farleigh Road, at time shown. Why not join us for about 2 hours?            

WORK DAYS - Habitat management and general maintenance – helping 
to improve our wood! You work for as long as suits you and choose jobs to 
suit your strengths. Tools are provided but please bring food and drink if you 
feel you need them. We do need more help and would welcome your 
assistance. Meeting in Selsdon Wood car park on Sundays at 10am. 
Our next workdays are on March 31st and April 7th

MEMBERS’ MEETINGS - All are welcome to come along – we would 
value your opinion. If you are interested in the future of Selsdon Wood, we 
need your views. Members’ meetings are generally on the last Monday of 
each alternate month – except where this is a Bank Holiday. All meetings 
start promptly at 8pm at The Forum, Forestdale. Our next meeting is 
our AGM on Monday March 25th

To make enquiries or to check the above, see the Walks and Workday 
pages of the website www.friendsofselsdonwood.co.uk
Or phone 020-8657 0423 or e-mail: selsdon@gmail.com

~~
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THE SELSDON CENTRE FOR THE RETIRED
Find us inside the Sainsbury’s building in Selsdon, Surrey 
Tel: 0208 651 1111  www.selsdon.centre@btinternet.com
We are open five days a week from 10:00 – 15:00 serving 
hot lunches for retired local residents.

As well as providing a place for the elderly to meet, we have numerous 
other activities going on including keep fit classes, a hairdressing facility 
and computer training as well as Bridge and Chess clubs.
Our amazing volunteers help us run the kitchen and serve food and hot 
drinks as well as driving our minibus and acting as minibus escorts to 
assist our clients in and out of their homes. 
If you know of an elderly person in the area who may like to join us for 
lunch or if you are interested in volunteering for a couple of hours per 
week, please do give us a call or pop in and see us!
We look forward to welcoming you at the Centre soon!

~~

SANDERSTEAD LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Forthcoming talks:
March 27th  - The History of the White Bear Public House, and Fickleshole 
Farm, Chelsham owned by the Alwen family - by Joyce Hoad
April 24 - Shirley Windmill and the Alwen family - by Chris Harman
Hope to see you in 2019. 
Contact Joyce Hoad (Chair) joycehoad@virginmedia.com  
or chris.harman@tiscali.co.uk

~~

SELSDON FLOWER CLUB
We are a small friendly club who meet on certain Wednesday afternoons 
at 2 pm at the rear of St. John the Divine Church, Selsdon. Subscription £15 per 
annum (£7.50 half year).  We have demonstrations, workshops and practices.  
20 March            Demonstration - Jean Patterson
10 April               Practice - Easter/Spring Arrangement
24  April              Workshop - Eve Johnson
Please contact the Secretary, Maureen Browning on 020 8651 
5821 for more details
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CONTACT US NOW FOR YOUR
* FREE QUOTATION *

PANORAMIC
WINDOWS

of
HAMSEY GREEN

020 8651 2461
DOUBLE GLAZING AND CONSERVATORY SPECIALISTS

FOR REPLACEMENT DOORS, WINDOWS, SLIDING PATIO DOORS,
FRENCH DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES

IN ALUMINIUM THERMAL BREAK, BROWN, BLACK OR WHITE,
UPVC, WHITE OR WOODGRAIN

H 10 YEAR COMPREHENSIVE GUARANTEE H

11 HAMSEY GREEN, 336 LIMPSFIELD ROAD, SANDERSTEAD, SURREY CR2
H  Founded in 1967 - 33rd Year of Expert Service H



46



47

THE RSPB CROYDON LOCAL GROUP 
Monthly Illustrated Wildlife Talks in South Croydon
Whitgift Sports Club, Croham Manor Road - off Croham 

Road. South Croydon, CR2 7BG. Second Monday of each month, 2pm 
and again at 8pm. Admission £4. Everyone is welcome, not just RSPB 
members. Free refreshments. A selection of RSPB goods, nuts & seeds 
are on sale. Parking limited on site but free in adjacent roads. 64 & 433 
buses stop nearby in Croham Road.
Monday April 8th 2019: “Peru - World Champion Bird Spotter” 
Gary Prescott, the Biking Birder, has cycled to all the RSPB and WWT 
reserves, in order to get funds for the RSPB, and to raise money for 
children of The Manu Rainforest in Peru. He has now been cycling in Peru 
aiming to become the World Champion Bird Spotter. Did he do it? 
Monday May 13th 2019: “Behind the Scenes at Kew”. Peter Gasson 
currently leads a team at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, which gives 
him a wonderful in depth knowledge of what goes on at this world famous 
institution – like housing the world’s biggest dung-heap! But it’s the world 
of wood that will be our main focus, with some breath-taking macro lens 
and microscopic images to share. 

For more information contact John Davis on 020-8640 4578 or see 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/croydon

Note: on request we give illustrated bird talks to local organisations.
~~

THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDERSTEAD
Tuesday 26th March 2019, 10.30 - 11.45am
Sanderstead United Reform Church Hall, Sanderstead Hill CR2 0HB (next 
to Sanderstead Library, parking in surrounding roads, 403 Bus Route)
“SIMON INGLIS” - Greater lengths -on the Art and Architecture of 
Historic Swimming Pools and Lidos
Writer and historian Simon Inglis specialises in the architecture and 
heritage of sport and recreation. He has edited the Played in Britain series 
for English Heritage. After gaining a history degree at London University, he 
has freelanced for various publications including the Guardian, Observer 
and Radio Times.  Simon has curated exhibitions, been a regular contributor 
to radio and television and travelled and lectured widely.
Coffee is served from 9.30 - 10.15am
Please register when you arrive.  There will be small fee of £5
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For more information on joining our society so that you can take full 
advantage of our wider programme of day visits, foreign and/or home 
tours, Special Interest Days and other social events please ask for details 
at the hall or ring
Sue Davenport 020 8660 9122
website: www.theartssocietysanderstead.org.uk

~~

EVENTS, EXHIBITIONS & ACTIVITIES AT 
SELSDON LIBRARY

Weekly Activities
Storytime for 0-5 Years, 10.30 – 11.00 Tuesday. Stories with crafts. 
Admission free. No booking required. 
Rhymetime for 0-18 months. Fridays and Saturdays at 10.30-11.00am. 
Songs and rhymes for babies, toddlers and their families. Admission free. 
No booking required. 
Adult Crochet Group, every Thursday 2:00-4:00pm. Work on your latest project, 
share skills, and catch up with friends. Admission free. No booking required. 
Chess Mates, Adults, every Friday 2:30pm. Come along for a game 
of chess at Selsdon Library. New players of any level are welcome. 
Admission free. Booking required. 
Digital Zone. Please ask a member of staff for details. Come along and 
learn basic IT skills to help with your online shopping, filling out online 
forms for your blue badge, recycling bin and travel cards and setting up 
your own email account. Admission free. Booking required. 

Monthly Activities
Adult reading groups, third and last Thursday of the month at 11:00-12:00. 
First Saturday of the month 2:30pm. Join our friendly reading groups 
where you can discuss books and give your own opinion. Admission free. 
No booking required. 
Selsdon Library  
E-mail: Selsdonlibrary@croydon.gov.uk  Tel: 020 3700 1017 
For details of regular activities for children and adults in all Croydon 
Libraries please see: http://www.croydon.gov.uk/leisure/libraries

~~
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Plumbing and Heating Engineers
CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS

BOILER REPLACEMENTS ● PLUMBING
BATHROOM SUITES SUPPLIED & FITTED

Gas Safety Register No.401

Member of the APHC Competent Person Scheme No.308 6689009

Free estimates     2 years’ full guarantee

A.C. Heating Services

Tel: 020 8657 0259   Mobile: 07831 760743

IF YOU DIE WITH NO WILL:
●  Your money could pass to people you would not choose to benefit 

from your death
●  Guardians for your infant children could be appointed by the court

I will prepare your Will and/or Lasting Power of Attorney
All appointments in your own home, daytime or evening. No VAT charge. 

Ring TODAY for details of my fixed charges 020 8657 0391.

Geraldine Watts Solicitor
G.M. Watts Solicitors, 2A Ridge Langley, Sanderstead CR2 0AR
www.gmwatts.com

IF YOU CAN’T MANAGE YOUR OWN AFFAIRS 
in the future:

Expensive Court proceedings will be necessary in order for anyone (even 
your close family) to deal with your finances
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www.architectclinic.com
020 8254 2544

24 HOUR SERVICE

J. B. SHAKESPEARE LTD.
FAMILY FIRM OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS

AND MEMORIAL MASONS (Est 1877)

Head Office:
67 George Street, Croydon CR0 1LD

Own parking near to Registrars

(Please telephone first)
175 Selsdon Park Road, South Croydon CR2 8JJ.   020 8657 3616

Chapels and Monumental Works:
21 / 27 Sheldon Street, Croydon CR0 1SS

enquiries@jbshakespearefunerals.co.uk
www.jbshakespearefunerals.co.uk

CONTACT US FOR PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL EXPENSES PLANS

Phone 020 8688 1447 020 8688 2003
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We welcome your letters so do please get in 
touch if you have something to share with 
Selsdon residents.
Please remember to state your name, address, 
contact number, and publication anonymity 

requirements in all correspondence to the Editor. Anonymity can be granted 
on request, but anonymously sent letters/e-mails will not be published. 
Heather Govier, Editor

~~

1st February 2019
Hi Heather
It was disappointing to read a rather negative article on e-cars in the 
Gazette. They’ve only been around for about eight years so that four year 
old example is no longer representative. The Renault Zoe then only had a 
small 22 kWh shorter lived battery with the range reported, not adequate 
for such as the reported Reading journey without using the public charging 
network with its acknowledged failings.
The speed of change means today’s e-cars are already very different. My 
2018 Nissan Leaf for example with a 40 kWh battery having an 8 year 
warranty life and 160 mile Summer range, well over double that old 
Zoe’s. That’s Reading and back with 40 miles to spare and I’ve completed 
a 162 mile journey  with some to spare. This year’s are even better, the 
2019 e-plus version of my model due in July has a 63 kWh battery giving 
230 miles and  there are already three other makes on the market with that 
range or better.  Obviously the most suited people are those whose round 
trips are within the range like me, almost never having to use public charge 
points, and that’s the great majority of drivers with these increased ranges.
It’s these changes that have brought waiting lists and record sales of 
15,000 e-cars last year; I waited six months for mine. But we are still behind in 
this country.  For example, in Norway over half of all new car registrations are 
electric cars and in Denmark owners actually make money off their electricity 
bills by selling back the battery content on days they don’t use it.  They charge 
at cheap night rates and sell back at day rates when the current demand is 
high. The Chademo charge connector on mine and some others is a two way 
system, so that can knock off up to two pounds each day from electricity bills 
each day the car not used if the suppliers adopt the system.
Regards, 
Tony Flecchia

~~
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6th February 
We have just acquired a 1934 Rolls-Royce which was ordered by A D 
Sanderson of Selsdon Park Hotel. Would you have any old photos of him 
with the car or any newspaper articles that mention the car? 
Thanks. 
Sue Jones - real car co mailto.Sue@realcar.co.uk 
Editor’s Note – If anyone has any knowledge of A D Sanderson or of 
the car do please contact Sue directly and also let me know.

~~

8th February 
Dear Heather,
Reading the article on street cleaning in the February issue of the Selsdon 
Gazette, I would like to make a comment.
Whilst of course I agree we need the streets to be kept clean and free 
from unhealthy rubbish, I do wonder though, who creates the rubbish in 
the first place. If we were all more vigilant in our own behaviour regarding 
this nuisance perhaps it would help the situation. It does not take much 
effort to place rubbish in a bin, or better still take your own rubbish home 
and dispose of it in your own bin.
Just a thought,
Susan Gifford

~~

14th February
Dear Heather,
I thank you for all your work re the SG .
I can add a comment about the proposed pedestrian crossing at the 
junction of Farley and Croham Valley Road. My parents moved here 
in 1947. I believe there was a crossing then at the same position; my 
memory may not be 100% as I was only a lad but there was certainly a 
zebra crossing soon after. Unfortunately the mother of one of my school 
friends got knocked down either on or near the crossing by a car travelling 
towards Selsdon. I mention this because it was fairly near the Farley Road 
junction. Often vehicles pull in to Farley Road from Croham Valley without 
paying attention to see if there is a bus at the stop, thus causing traffic to 
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come on the wrong side to pass the bus. There was such an accident a 
few years ago when this occurred. Fortunately nobody lost their life but 
traffic was at a standstill in Farley Road for a long period. 
My second comment is about the new A&E dept at CUH. Unfortunately 
I had to make use of this new A&E in the early hours of last Wednesday 
the 6th February. As it was a non-urgent case I telephoned the help line on 
111. My wife had become ill with terrible pain and was unable to walk. The 
telephone medical response was immediate, followed by several calls as 
an ambulance was not available. The team arrived 5 hours later and she 
was admitted to CUH at 7.45. I got to the hospital at 11am. My wife was on 
a bed in the reception area as were two or three others, All 28 of the newly 
built side rooms were occupied. At about 2.00 pm she was moved into one 
of these side rooms and eventually got moved into an intensive care ward 
an hour later. I am just sorry that despite all this money being invested in 
such a  marvellous unit it is still not large enough to cope with demand. 
I must add that the medical care my wife has received from her time of 
admittance  has been first class by all the staff.
A Husband. 

~~
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Buffets by Design

    Marie Winter 

The personal touch for all your catering needs

• Parties
• Christenings
• Funerals
• Corporate Events
• Weddings

020 8651 2338
Mobile 07745 022732

www.buffetsbydesign.co.uk

49 Littleheath Road, South Croydon, Surrey CR2 7SG.

BOB CAVE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

INSTALLATIONS SERVICING & 
MAINTENANCE

FULLY INSURED

WORK GUARANTEED

NO JOB TOO SMALL

MOBILE: 07973 292027
TEL: 020 8657 2803
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FEBRUARY’S CROSSWORD SOLUTION
Gazette Ref: 58

ACROSS
1 echoes. 4 law-giver. 9 ringer. 10 coverlet. 11 picots. 12 protrude. 13 hod. 
14 affair. 17 contour. 21 genome. 25 gay. 26 emissary. 27 caveat. 
28 in the end. 29 zither. 30 forester. 31 snored. 

DOWN
1 European. 2 handcuff. 3 electric. 5 aboard. 6 ghetto. 7 velour. 8 rather. 
12 portray. 15 rob. 16 bug. 18 relation. 19 together. 20 gestured. 22 relief. 
23 victor. 24 assets. 25 grange.

~~

 
 

        Approved Master Installer
 
 
We are a flooring company based in Warlingham which has been supplying and laying 
carpets and wood flooring for over 40 years.  We supply and install all brands of carpets, 
vinyl’s and wood/ laminate flooring.  We also supply and install Karndean, Amtico and most 
contract flooring.  We are an approved master installer of Quick Step flooring, which is one 
of the largest wood suppliers in the world where all installations are backed up and 
guaranteed by Quick Step. 

Whether it is a very small domestic job or a large commercial contract, we provide a very 
professional installation from start to finish.  All work is fully guaranteed and insured.   We 
hold an NVQ in Flooring and Health & Safety so you can be assured to receive a professional 
service from a qualified and skilled installer.  

Let us take the stress and legwork out of buying flooring.  At a suitable time to you, we will 
visit with a variety of samples so you can choose in the comfort of your own home, discuss 
and compare with your existing colour scheme. 

T Marks Flooring is based on a personal service and for that reason you will only ever deal 
with one person - from estimate to installation – HOW SERVICE USED TO BE. 

Why not give us a call for a free no obligation quote. 

T: 0208 657 9252
M: 07836 201751
Email: tmarksflooring@sky.com
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ST JOHN’S SELSDON 

GARDEN ROOM UNDER WAY! 

We are delighted to report that work is well under way on the building of the new 
Garden Room!  Work started in December 2018 and is expected to be finished at 
the end of May 2019. This has only been possible due to the fundraising support 
from the whole community and generous funding from Viridor Credits, Garfield 
Weston Foundation, Allchurches Trust and the City of London Corporation’s 
charitable funder, City Bridge Trust.   

This ambitious project will provide a pleasant, quality built, modern and fully 
accessible facility to meet local needs within the whole community.  The room will 
be sited on the south western side of the church overlooking the Garden of 
Remembrance and will be easily accessible directly from the main church building 
but can also be closed off as a separate space with an external door from the 
garden.  There will also be improved access into and around the whole church 
building.  The room will accommodate around 20 people comfortably and provide 
a purpose-built refreshment hub and fully accessible toilet facilities including a 
baby changing area.  The project is community focused for the use of groups and 
individuals within the Selsdon area in addition to church groups.  

Reverend Jenny Rowley, Rector of St John’s, said “We are very grateful to the 
local community for their support in fundraising activities and also to Viridor 
Credits, Garfield Weston Foundation,  Allchurches Trust and the City of London 
Corporation’s charitable funder, City Bridge Trust for awarding grants towards the 
Garden Room project - we would like to express our thanks for their support for 
this important community focused facility which will be of real value to the 
people of Selsdon both now and in years to come” 

 If you would like more information about the project or how to get involved, 
please contact Jenny at jennyrowley@waitrose.com      

St John’s Church, Selsdon, Upper Selsdon Road, South Croydon, CR2 8DD
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    A J Taylor          

                                                                            On behalf of D J Taylor & Son 

                       Local electrician 
                       Domestic and Commercial  
All works undertaken                 Rewires / Partial Rewires 
Fuse Board Changes                  Fault Finding 
Main Bonding                            Testing and Inspections 
Telephone: 020 8651 4260         Mobile: 07932 032 395 
                        djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk 
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Tel: 020 8651 4260    Mob: 07932 032 395
djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk

VERTICAL BLINDS 3 FOR £140 up to 6 feet wide any drop
5 YEAR GUARANTEE, FREE FITTING, LOCALLY CROYDON BASED

ROLLERS*VENETIONS*ROMANS*PLEATED CONSERVATORY SPECIALIST FITTING

FREE PHONE 0800-6521168

LOCAL SERVICE WITH NATIONAL STRENGTH
UKBlindsdirect



A  SELECTED LIST OF SELSDON ORGANISATIONS
The information provided is, we hope, accurate, but we cannot take any responsibility  for any mistakes. 
Any alterations should be sent to the Editor, as well as contact details of any organisation omitted.

CHURCHES
Forestdale & Selsdon Community Church                                                          8657 0078
St John the Divine  (Church of England)                          Parish Office             8657 2343  
Selsdon  Baptist                                                                 Office                        8651 4308
St Columba’s   (Roman Catholic)                                                                         8657 3747
St Francis (Church of England)                                         Monks Hill               8657 7864
Croydon Jubilee Church                                                    Office                        8651 2807
Upper Selsdon Road Hall (Christian meeting place)                                          8657 2417
Church of Jesus Christ of LDS                                                  Bishop Hawkins  01883 349914

DOCTORS, DENTISTS & EMERGENCY CARE
Farley Road Medical Practice                                                                              8651 1222
Queenhill Medical Practice                                                                                  8651 1141
Selsdon Park Medical Practice                                                                              8657 0067
Croydon University Hospital (formerly Mayday Hospital, 24/7)                       8401 3000
New Addington Minor Injuries Unit (Mon-Fri 14:00-22:00/Sat-Sun 12:00-22:00) 8251 7225
Purley War Memorial Hospital (Urgent Care Centre, 08:00-20:00, 365 days/year) 8401 3238

CLUBS, GROUPS & CHARITIES
CONTACT  (neighbourhood care)                           Andy Stranack                       8651 4944 
Selsdon Centre for the Retired                               Craig Anderson                    8651 1111 
Croydon Hearing Resource Centre                           Office                                       8686 0049          
Bourne Society                                                       Roger Packham             01883  349287
Croydon Natural History & Scientific Society         Brian Lancaster                         8668 6909
Croydon Recorded Music Society                          Liz Brereton                         8656 7382
Croydon Voluntary Association for the Blind                                                     8668 2486
Cruse Bereavement Care Helpline                                                                              8916 0855
Friends of Littleheath Woods                                   Ian Leggatt                            8651 1140
Friends of Selsdon Wood                                          Heather Govier                      8657 0423
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides & Senior Section
       Girlguiding UK: http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved.aspx     0800 169 5901
Parkinson’s UK Croydon & District                       Jacky Green                   01737 355487
Police (Selsdon & Ballards SNT)                           Beat Officer:                        8721 2464
RSPB, Croydon Local Group                                  John Davis                            8640 4578
Rotary Club of Croydon South                               Wendy A Parr                 07774 186792
Probus Club of Croydon South                              John Barker                          8657 2093
St John’s Dramatic Society                                        Caryl Rapps                            8651 1326
St John’s Wives                                                      Jane  Guglielmi                    8657 6672
Sanderstead Plantation Partners                             Michael Lishmund        020 8651 2760
1st Selsdon & Addington Scout Group:                  Website:            www.1stselsdon.org.uk
    Beaver Colony (6-8yrs)                                          Maddie Dunn                    07703 531652
    Cub Pack (8-10yrs)                                                Louise Baker                    07737 404668 

Scouts Troop (10-14yrs)                                         Douglas Gordon               07514 651711         
Croham Valley Explorers                                        Anthony Woodin             020 8651 3780

Selsdon Art Group                                                    Mrs S Hooper                  07973 412952
Selsdon Bridge Club                                                 Tony Cherrett                   01883 730304
Selsdon Camera Club                                               Roy Stansbury                       8657 5131
Selsdon Community Hall                                        Tim Potter (Centre Manager) 8657 4300
Selsdon Afternoon Townswomen’s Guild              Elizabeth Veasey                   8657 1092
Selsdon Floral Club                                                Maureen Browning               8651 5821
Selsdon Social Club                                               Beryl Gascoigne                   8660 2611
Selsdon Tennis Club                                               Geoff Littlewood                  8651 4748
66 (Selsdon) Squadron Air Training Corps            Rob Cleeter                           8651 5958




