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THE SELSDON GAZETTE

For a professional landscaping service

HOOKED ON GARDENS
We can carry out all your landscaping requirements

Fencing
Paving
Drives
Turfing

Full garden makeovers
Stock supply and planting

Telephone your enquiries to Nicholas Hook
Office: 020 8651 2503
Mobile: 07771 788179

We also run a Garden Maintenance Division
and will be happy to discuss this service with you
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Hello everyone and welcome to the March Selsdon Gazette. 
March is a busy time for the SRA with its Annual General 

Meeting on 20 March. It would be great to see as many residents as 
possible as we value their inputs concerning the SRA’s activities. You 
will find our audited annual accounts in this Gazette. Please come along 
and enjoy a drink and chat with us. 

Recently we have encountered some difficulties delivering the Gazette 
by the middle of the month to some of our residents. We are looking 
for a new Distribution Manager, a Distributor for the Ridge Langley/
Arundel Avenue area and deliverers. Please consider volunteering 
for any of these roles; most would only involve a couple of hours 
each month. Please contact me if you would like more information 
selsdongazettesra@gmail.com .

We have two competitions to announce this month. Firstly, there is 
an Easter Egg Hunt for children up to 11 to find easter egg pictures 
on the windows of some of our High Street shops. Secondly, there 
is a sunflower growing competition open to all. Can you grow the 
tallest sunflower in Selsdon this year? You will find details of both 
competitions in this Gazette – please take part!

Also, in the gazette this month, Ian Leggatt gives us the up to date 
information about the sale of Birch (Selsdon) and the planting of 
more trees from the Woodland Trust with our local scouts, in Selsdon 
Recreation Park this time. PCSO Tina Nash warns us about a spate 
of burglaries in our area, Ted Forsyth in his Nature Notes, gives us 
further information about butterflies, Mary Gill’s poem celebrates 
water as a precious resource and our friends from the Sanderstead 
Horticultural Society look at the past of that beautiful spring flower, 
the tulip. Our local nonagenarian (and Selsdon Gazette deliverer!) 
gives us another set of recollections growing up in Selsdon.  We have 

  SubmiSSionS for the April 2024 edition Should 
be with the editor no lAter thAn 

20th mArch - PREFERABLY BEFORE!  
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also included some information about the need for photo ID for the 
forthcoming elections and about the Council’s library consultation. 
Last, but not least, March sees World Poetry Day, so our quiz this 
month tests your knowledge about some popular poems and poets.

I hope that you enjoy your read and I look forward to meeting you 
at our AGM and hearing from you soon with your photos taken in the 
Selsdon area, emails about the good and bad in Selsdon, etc.

Chris Jones
~~

SRA NEWS ‘n’ VIEWS

Selsdon’s Green Places

You will see elsewhere in this Gazette that Birch Selsdon is now for sale. 
Access to the grounds has not been possible since the golf club and hotel 
closed but it is apparent that the re-wilding continues. What a haven for 
wildlife it must now be!  We do still have our other spaces – Littleheath and 
Selsdon Woods - to enjoy, not forgetting those of us who have gardens too. 
You might wish to join in the Big Croydon Bird Watch being organised by 
RSPB (Croydon) again this May, when you can choose any day during the 
month to do a Big Day Bird Watch seeking out as many birds as possible 
at your chosen venue in Croydon either on your own or as a team of up to 
four people. Please pencil something into your diary and start planning now! 
More information to follow in due course – keep a watch on SRA, FSW and 
FoLW websites and our social media as we get it from the RSPB.

As a start, FSW are hopeful of having a nesting pair of tawny owls in 
the wood this year – watch the FSW Facebook page for the latest on 
this ‘romance’! FSW are also commissioning some tree trunk figures in 
Selsdon Wood – possibly the start of a new trail of interest which can be 
added to as funds permit.

SRA Annual General Meeting – 20th March 8pm in St John’s Church Hall

We do hope to see lots of you at the AGM this year to celebrate what 
we have done for the Selsdon community during 2023 and to hear what 
we plan for this year and the future, especially as our centenary in 2026 
draws closer. However, we need your support to keep going! The present 
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committee members are willing to stand for election again but we do still 
have one outstanding vacancy which we have been unable to fill for some 
time. Is there really no-one out there who would like to join us in doing 
their bit for the community – and perhaps start to learn the ropes for when 
age inevitably catches up with us eventually. No special skills are needed 
– only a willingness to attend meetings on just ten Monday evenings a 
year and to help with the events we organise e.g. the Christmas lights 
(switch-on planned for 29th November this year) and the Community 
Picnic and Fun afternoon (8th September), gardening on the Triangle and 
caring for the high street planters and railing troughs, tree planting in open 
spaces, and litter picks etc.
We also liaise with the local Police and we are pleased they have indicated 
their intention to attend the AGM and answer your questions then. 

As always, we will conclude the meeting with drinks and time for a chat, so 
please do come along and meet your SRA and your fellow residents.

Selsdon Gazette Distribution Manager (DM)

This is perhaps the most important part of News ’n’ Views so please read 
it and consider carefully if you can help by taking on this vital role to keep 
the Gazette going to the community – or if you can persuade someone 
else to do so who perhaps lives near but not in the SRA area.

Unfortunately, Phil Roberts is unable to continue to be our DM but has 
indicated he will try to hold the fort (but only for a short while!) until we 
can find a replacement. The DM is the key to our whole distribution chain, 
being the person to whom the printer delivers the Gazettes. This is by 
prior arrangement and usually within the first 10 days each month except 
August, when there is no Gazette. The DM then batches them up ready 
for twelve local area distributors to collect and to give to their set of road 
deliverers. All of this process should happen within a few days (usually 
around 7th – 12th of the month) so each of the residences in the SRA 
catchment area hopefully receives their Gazettes by the third week of the 
month at the latest. However, before you complain that yours has been 
late at times, it must be remembered that everyone in the Gazette chain 
is a volunteer: a degree of flexibility of the dates can happen in cases of 
holiday or ill health or other emergency occurring at the ‘wrong’ time of the 
Gazette month for the distributors or deliverers!
As well as the receipt of the initial delivery of about 4000 Gazettes and 
re-batching them for the local distributors, the DM liaises with the SRA 
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Committee to maintain the necessary cohort of volunteers to ensure each 
address receives its monthly copy as soon as possible. We are always in 
need of more volunteers to maintain the delivery chain, if not as a regular 
distributor or deliverer but maybe just as someone who is willing to stand 
in occasionally. Perhaps if you don’t want to volunteer as the new DM, 
then you would consider adding your name to this list so the new person 
has a good start in building their team when links in the chain slip out.  

If you are interested in volunteering either as DM or as a local distributor/
road deliverer, please contact:    
The Editor, Chris Jones:  selsdongazettesra@gmail.com 

Subscription Letter Boxes

We will be adding the subs envelopes to the June Gazette and will publish 
the list of addresses where you can leave your sub. Please can you let 
us know if you are one of those ‘letter-boxes’ (Thanks, if you are!)  and 
no longer wish to provide this service: we will assume if we haven’t heard 
from you by the end of April, you are content to continue to be listed.

Linda Morris, Vice Chair, SRA

~~

SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday 20th March 2024 at 8pm                                                                     
@ St John’s Church Hall, Upper Selsdon Road

This is a chance for residents to tell the SRA directly                                                    
what more there is you would like us to try to do for Selsdon.

PLEASE COME ALONG (and perhaps bring a neighbour too) to 
show us your continuing support and to enjoy a drink and a chat 

after the business part of the meeting is over. 

Mark the date on your calendar now so you don’t forget!

There will be elections for the Officers and Committee Members
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Are you interested in standing for election?                                                                  
If you want to find out more, please call Sheila Childs (Chair) on 020 

8651 2285 or Linda Morris (Vice Chair) on 020 8651 4010
or email mail2.selsdonresidents@gmail.com  

AGENDA 

1.   Number of members present
2.   Apologies for absence
3.  Minutes of the AGM held on 29th March 2023
4.   Matters arising from those minutes
5.   Annual Report for 2023
6.   Hon. Treasurer’s Report with adoption of the accounts for 2023
7.   Police report
8.   Editor’s report – The Selsdon Gazette
9.   Christmas lights
10. Annual subscription – to resolve the cost per household for 2024/25
      (proposed to remain unchanged at £5 per household)
11. Election of Officers & Members of the Committee for 2024/25
12. Adoption of the Hon. Accounts Reviewer for 2024
13. Any other business

~~

The Gazette Needs Help

Distributors needed for (1) York/Abbey Roads 
& Greville Avenue
(2) Norfolk Avenue, Byron Road & Mountwood Close
Could you spare a couple of hours a month? You would need 
to pick up about 350 copies from our Distribution Manager 
and then pass these to about 8 deliverers in bundles of about 
50 gazettes.
Deliverers needed for (1) Sundale Avenue (2) Littleheath 
Road, low numbers (3) Nightingale Road
Delivering to about 60 houses each month.

Please contact our Editor, Chris Jones (020 8657 4686) or 
email: selsdongazettesra@gmail.com
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MJB Builders LTD (Croydon) 
• Bathrooms   Family run business with over 30 years’ 
• Kitchens    experience in the building trade. 
• Roofing    Undertaking all your building needs. 
• Extensions 
• Loft Conversions   Call for a free estimate 
Fully Insured     Phone: 07413 471 522 
VAT Registered Email:  

MJBBuildersLTD@outlook.com 
Building the Future Together 

 

CPF
Croydon Power Flush 

 

• Does your heating system struggle to warm 
up?  

• Do you have cold spots in your radiators? 

By having a chemical power flush, you could 
increase the warmth in your house, prolong your 
boiler life and bring your energy bills down. 
 

At Croydon Power Flush we provide a clean and 
friendly experience to get your heating system 
working to its full potential.  

Prices start from 
£350.00 + VAT 

for a 5 radiator heating system. 
This includes a full power flush 

including chemicals. 
 

Contact us for a free and friendly 
estimate. 

 

Phone: 07495 282 510 

Email:  
Croydonpowerflush@outlook.com  
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KIBA
KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGNS

QUALITY KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
►  PLUMBING
►  CENTRAL HEATING
►  TILES

A unique one stop shop for 
all your plumbing, tiling and 
installation needs.
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND PLUMBING SHOP

119 Addington Road
Selsdon, South Croydon
Surrey CR2 8LH

Tel:   020 8657 1222
Fax:  020 8657 6660
Email: info@ki-ba.co.uk
Internet: www.ki-ba.co.uk

 
 

        Approved Master Installer
 
 
We are a flooring company based in Warlingham which has been supplying and laying 
carpets and wood flooring for over 40 years.  We supply and install all brands of carpets, 
vinyl’s and wood/ laminate flooring.  We also supply and install Karndean, Amtico and most 
contract flooring.  We are an approved master installer of Quick Step flooring, which is one 
of the largest wood suppliers in the world where all installations are backed up and 
guaranteed by Quick Step. 

Whether it is a very small domestic job or a large commercial contract, we provide a very 
professional installation from start to finish.  All work is fully guaranteed and insured.   We 
hold an NVQ in Flooring and Health & Safety so you can be assured to receive a professional 
service from a qualified and skilled installer.  

Let us take the stress and legwork out of buying flooring.  At a suitable time to you, we will 
visit with a variety of samples so you can choose in the comfort of your own home, discuss 
and compare with your existing colour scheme. 

T Marks Flooring is based on a personal service and for that reason you will only ever deal 
with one person - from estimate to installation – HOW SERVICE USED TO BE. 

Why not give us a call for a free no obligation quote. 

T: 0208 657 9252
M: 07836 201751
Email: tmarksflooring@sky.com

 

T:  0203 718 8898
M: 07836 201751
Email: tmarksflooring@sky.com
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IF YOU DIE WITH NO WILL:
●  Your money could pass to people you would not choose to benefit 

from your death
●  Guardians for your infant children could be appointed by the court

I will prepare your Will and/or Lasting Power of Attorney
All appointments in your own home, daytime or evening. No VAT charge. 

Ring TODAY for details of my fixed charges 020 8657 0391.

Geraldine Watts Solicitor
G.M. Watts Solicitors, 2A Ridge Langley, Sanderstead CR2 0AR
www.gmwatts.com

IF YOU CAN’T MANAGE YOUR OWN AFFAIRS 
in the future:

Expensive Court proceedings will be necessary in order for anyone (even 
your close family) to deal with your finances
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Selsdon Residents’ Association
Children’s Egg Hunt Competition 2024

During the week from Thursday 28 March until 
Wednesday 3 April, six shops along our High Street 
will display a coloured egg in their shop window. All 
you have to do is to complete the form below with the 
correct location of each egg and your name, address 
and age*. Then get your parents/guardians to take a 

photo of the form and get them to send it by Friday 5 April to the Gazette 
Editor at  selsdongazettesra@gmail.com 

The winners will be drawn at random from all the correct forms received. 
(*Any data collected will be destroyed after the competition.)

Name ___________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Age ______
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Reminder

British Summer Time starts this year when the clocks go forward 
at 1am on Sunday 31 March. On the last Sunday of March, 
the clocks 'spring forward': they go forward by one hour. There 
may still be a chill in the air but remember the saying “Spring 
forward, Fall back”.

~~

Selsdon Residents' Association

Grow the Tallest Sunflower Competition ‘24

Open to all residents of Selsdon, 
especially those with green fingers!

March is the month sunflower seeds can be grown 
indoors with May being the month to plant your 
seedlings outside in full sun. Flowers appear between 
July and September. Take a photo of your tallest 
sunflower, preferably with you alongside it. Measure 
its height from ground level to its tallest point and 
send the measurement and photo to the editor of the 
Gazette selsdongazettesra@gmail.com by the 20 
September with the grower’s name and address. The 
tallest sunflowers will win the prizes.

~~

VERTICAL BLINDS 3 FOR £140 up to 6 feet wide any drop
5 YEAR GUARANTEE, FREE FITTING, LOCALLY CROYDON BASED

ROLLERS*VENETIONS*ROMANS*PLEATED CONSERVATORY SPECIALIST FITTING

FREE PHONE 0800-6521168

LOCAL SERVICE WITH NATIONAL STRENGTH
UKBlindsdirect
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COUNCILLORS’ NOTES

OLD GARAGE SITE

The planning department at the Council has approved plans for the 
development of the site. 21/04116/FUL - Demolition of existing garage, 
showroom and upper uses. Reuse of existing under croft level and erection 
of a stepped 6 storey building (inclusive of ground floor) comprising 35 
flats (Class C3) and a ground floor commercial unit (Class E). (Amended 
description). 230 Addington Road South Croydon CR2 8LE.

ADDINGTON PARK

An application has come forward from Smith and Smith Ltd, their 
application states  ‘Smith and Smith Ltd host and organise events 
throughout the UK focusing on the music genre ‘soca’ from the Caribbean 
carnival islands. Hosting indoor club events, brunch events, outdoor 
events and travel for the last 20 years +’. We are in conversations with the 
local residents’ association regarding the application. Please refer to the 
Council website for further updates.

LIBRARY CONSULTATION
 
Last month Croydon Council proposed to consult residents on changes 
to its library service that will make it easier for more people across the 
borough to enjoy books and activities. Proposals include longer opening 
hours including weekends, improved facilities in fewer library buildings, 
and more staff to provide a new outreach service.
To make these improvements, four library buildings; Bradmore Green, 
Broad Green, Sanderstead, and Shirley are proposed to be closed. This 
proposal is based on analysis of the buildings including visitor numbers, 
size and condition of the buildings, the size and needs of the communities 
they serve and running costs.
Six libraries (Central, Ashburton, Thornton Heath, Norbury, Selsdon and 
Coulsdon) are proposed to be open five to six days a week, including 
Saturdays, and will deliver an extensive offer of books, wifi, PCs, study 
spaces and events. These libraries have all proved to be well-used, 
accessible buildings that meet local needs. Future investment in these 
sites is recommended to improve the facilities and extend the opening 
times and services available.
To have your say please go to www.getinvolved.croydon.gov.uk 
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CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS

Councillor surgeries are held on the first Saturday of the month 10am - 
11.15am (no surgery in August/January. Surgeries are at The Selsdon 
Centre (next to Sainsbury’s), 132 Addington Rd, South Croydon CR2 8LA.

We are happy to ‘meet’ residents online so if you have any issues you 
wish to discuss with your councillor please get in touch by email:

Selsdon and Addington Village
Joseph.lee@croydon.gov.uk
Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk

Selsdon Vale and Forestdale
Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk
Fatima.zaman@croydon.gov.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

24/00306/HSE - 96 Croham Valley Road, CR2 7JD
Demolition of existing garage and conservatory, alterations, erection of two 
storey side/rear extension and replacement garage. 

24/00394/LP - 46 Nightingale Road South Croydon CR2 8PT
Erection of a detached outbuilding.

24/00120/HSE - 16 York Road South Croydon CR2 8NQ
Demolition of rear conservatory and garage and erection of L-shaped 
single storey rear extension. Erection of ramp and railings along the side. 
Roof alterations including erection of 2 x dormers/gables on the side 
elevation to replace the existing single dormer window. Roof modified to 
include a double gable to side elevation.

(Remember that you can use this website to view planning applications
http://www.localplanningapps.co.uk/croydon/sra/anupdate/planning table.html
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D. Meehan
Building Services

Over 40 years experience • Fully insured
Internal & external decorating • Kitchen design & fitting
Building maintenance • Brickwork • Tiling • Carpentry

Home improvements & repairs

Tel: 020 8651 2441  Mobile: 07836 360 060  Email: meehandjm@aol.com

    A J Taylor          

                                                                            On behalf of D J Taylor & Son 

                       Local electrician 
                       Domestic and Commercial  
All works undertaken                 Rewires / Partial Rewires 
Fuse Board Changes                  Fault Finding 
Main Bonding                            Testing and Inspections 
Telephone: 020 8651 4260         Mobile: 07932 032 395 
                        djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

A J Taylor
On behalf of D J Taylor & Son

Local Electrician
Domestic and Commercial

All works undertaken      Fuse Board Changes      Main Bonding
Rewires/Partial Rewires      Fault Finding      Testing & Inspections

    A J Taylor          

                                                                            On behalf of D J Taylor & Son 

                       Local electrician 
                       Domestic and Commercial  
All works undertaken                 Rewires / Partial Rewires 
Fuse Board Changes                  Fault Finding 
Main Bonding                            Testing and Inspections 
Telephone: 020 8651 4260         Mobile: 07932 032 395 
                        djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

Tel: 020 8651 4260    Mob: 07932 032 395
djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk

Your new life,
delivered perfectly

Every year, we help thousands
of people start their new

adventures.

www.sandersteads.com
info@sandersteads.com

Where can we move you?

REMOVALS   |   STORAGE   |   SHIPPING

01883 74 1000   
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upvc & aluminium • windows & doors • bifold doors • sliding doors

A Stylish range of windows & doors 
to suit your property type & individual tastes

Here at Sanderstead Windows we o� er a stylish range of windows and doors. Our attention to 
detail, the quality of products and the care for those who use our products is what ensures we 
deliver unrivalled standards of customer service and workmanship every time. 

We o� er FREE NO OBLIGATION quotes and are there to help you with any 
questions you have. Whether you are looking to replace existing windows 
or are starting a new construction project, we have the product to suit you.

We o� er a beautiful range of both uPVC 
and aluminium windows and doors that 
are customisable to suit your tastes 
and needs, all coupled with thermal 
e� iciency and a host of security features 
designed to keep you and your family 
safe and warm.

ENQUIRIES@sandersteadwindows.co.uk
www.sandersteadwindows.co.uK

0208 406 0282
Get in touch for your FREE NO OBLIGATION quote

Sanderstead-a5-v2.indd   1 13/01/2023   20:02
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Advice from our Local Police Wards
 

Burglary
We have visited many victims of burglary over the past few weeks and on 
particular roads it has become apparent that most of these suspect burglars 
are gaining access to the rear garden and smashing the glass in the patio 
doors. In some cases, we have seen the handles and locks removed.

How you can help us…
We would like you to contact us (see below email) with 
anything unusual that you believe is strange for your road. 
Is there a car parking in your road that isn’t normally there, 
is there someone you have seen walking in your road taking 
an unusual interest in particular properties even taking 
photos?

Have there been people knocking on doors offering a particular service 
pretending to be from the Council, utility companies or even the Police?
If you open the door, always put the chain on first. Always ask for ID and 
check it with the company before letting them in your home.
Of course, fitting CCTV, a burglar alarm and a camera doorbell is always a 
good deterrent. However not everyone can afford all of those security items, 
we all need to work within our budgets to secure our homes and boundaries.
If you can only afford one of those items it will help to keep you and your 
family safe.

Distraction Burglary
Distraction burglars pretend to be someone they are not in order to gain 
entry to your home. Recently we had men knocking on doors in Selsdon 
pretending that the resident had a problem with their roof or guttering. In 
some cases, they even bring along a tile which they smash on the floor 
in front of the resident’s home making the resident believe that they have 
a problem with their roof when in fact their roof is fine. They then knock 
on their door with a friendly manner trying to encourage them to part with 
their hard-earned cash. 
PLEASE DON’T FALL FOR IT. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your local police team if required: 
Emergencies – 999, Non-emergency crime - 101
Selsdon & Addington Village:  
SelsdonandAddingtonVillageSNT@met.police.uk
Selsdon Vale & Forestdale: 
SelsdonandForestdaleSNT@met.police.uk
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Good Time for Gardening – March

The origins of tulips 
Almost half of the known tulip species are native to central Asia, 
where they thrive in the extremes of baking hot summers and 
harsh, cold winters. The small, often bright red blooms were a 
potent emblem for nomadic people and a welcome sign of spring.
By the 11th century, Persian poets were celebrating the beauty of 
the tulip. Three centuries later, tulips were being transported from 
the wild to the palace gardens of Ottoman sultans, where they were highly 
prized. It is likely that ambassadors and envoys from western Europe first 
encountered them here.
There is no precise record of when the first tulip left Asia but the scarcity 
and beauty of this flower led to a huge desire for tulips in Europe in the 
17th century, particularly in France and most famously in Holland.

‘Tulipomania’
A large part of the fascination with tulips was down to 
the way they sometimes magically transformed from a 
single-coloured flower one season to being exquisitely 
flamed with contrasting colours the next.
Demand for the most beautiful and rarely seen varieties 
of tulips in Holland led to a craze known as ‘tulipomania’. 
Coinciding with the Dutch Golden Age, this craze saw the 
wealthy in Europe’s richest country wanting to fill their 
fashionable gardens with coveted flamed tulips.

Boom and bust
Tulipomania reached a climax in Holland in 1637 when the most sought-
after tulips were commanding thousands of guilders per bulb and the price 
for a single ‘Semper Augustus’ – the most prized of all – reached 10,000 
guilders. This was enough to buy a magnificent house and trappings in the 
most desirable district of Amsterdam.
The gamble of acquiring a bulb, in anticipation of it flowering with the 
desired ‘break’ in colour, added to its allure. Unfortunately, the breaking was 
caused by a virus, not discovered until the 1930s, which also weakened and 
eventually killed the bulb, making them an even riskier purchase.
Prices escalated to unsustainable levels and tulipomania collapsed in a 
matter of months. Suddenly bulbs were fetching a tiny fraction of their old 
value and many people were left in financial ruin.
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Recommended places locally to see tulips in April – Emmetts (NT) and 
Pashley Manor.

Frederick, Cedric and Sunflower Sid
www.sandersteadhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 

Sanderstead Horticultural Society has its Spring Show on Saturday 23rd 
March from 2pm at All Saints Church Hall (by Sanderstead Pond).

~~ 

Woodland Trust – Planting Free Trees in Selsdon 
Recreation Ground

The weather gods were very kind to your SRA and the 2nd Selsdon and 
Addington Scouts on a bright but cool Sunday morning in Selsdon Recreation 
Ground at the end of January. 

As trees are very much for the future, we are very pleased that our young 
community volunteers from the 2nd Selsdon and Addington Scout Group 
complete with parents and carers plus support from your Selsdon Residents' 
Association planted over 150 small trees, or ‘whips’ in the Rec. The whips 
were a mixture of Goat Willow, Hawthorn, Crab Apple, Holly, Hazel and 
Downey Birch and were supplied by The Woodland Trust (https://www.
woodlandtrust.org.uk/ ) and funded by lead partners Sainsbury’s, Lloyds 
Bank, OVO Energy, Bank of Scotland and Sofology.

The whips were planted to supplement the existing bank of trees which back 
on to Bullfinch Road and have now mostly reached maturity. To improve the 
biodiversity of the belt the variety of trees selected will form an understory 
and will make the tree belt more diverse and hospitable to our birds, fungi, 
insects, microbes and mammals. The trees will also remove carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and lock it away in their wood and leaves which in turn 
will return to the soil when they fall and rot down. The whips will be mulched 
with woodchip and marked with stakes. A map will be provided to the Council 
to avoid, we hope, the possibility that the trees are mown down along with 
the grass when the grounds maintenance contractor visits.
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2nd Selsdon and Addington Scouts with parents, carers and family plus Committee 
members of your Residents Association

Ian Leggatt, for the SRA

~~

Here we have more recollections from Dennis Baker, our nonagenarian 
telling us about life in Selsdon after the war.

More Memories of Selsdon from Dennis Baker

During the war St John’s Church lost its hall and the East wall as a 
result of enemy action. The main body of the church was mainly intact 
so a temporary wall was built half way down the chancel to preserve the 
building until the end of hostilities when the East wall could be rebuilt. 
When this was done, the temporary wall was removed and the mark 
on the inner wall where it had been was left as a reminder of what had 
happened to the church during the conflict.

In the late 1940s I was a member of the St John’s Youth Fellowship and, 
looking at the photo now, I am a little amazed at how many members we 
had. The reason for this is because, as there was no church hall, we had 
to hold our weekly meetings in the tower room. As the name suggests 
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the room was on the first floor of the church tower so as you can imagine 
there was not a lot of room, the numbers who could attend were quite 
small. Our activities were restricted to talks, discussions, readings, paper 
and pencil or mind games and playing records on a gramophone.

Some of us were members of the YHA and at times, a weekend away was 
organised. We would meet late on Friday and ride our bikes to a nearby 
hostel and spend the night there. On Saturday we would explore places 
of interest in that district spending Saturday night at a different hostel. On 
Sunday more exploration before returning home late in the afternoon.
Our two main activities during each year were the summer fair and the 
nativity play.
The summer fair was held in the grounds of the library and this was 
a large house on the corner of Langley Oaks with good gardens and 
lawns at the back. This has long been demolished and replaced by, in 
my opinion, a very ugly council building that in no way blends in with the 
surrounding properties. We provided the trestle tables for the fair, setting 
them up and helping generally with the running of the event. The tables 
were stored in the room above the tower room. We would climb the ladder 
and then open the trap doors in the middle of the room. Having done this, 
we would stand on the edge of the opening and lower the tables to others 
in the room below who took them out of the church and loaded them onto 
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a cart borrowed from the scouts. Then on to the library to set them up 
ready for the fair. The reverse happened after the fair. There was no such 
thing as Health and Safety in those days. No one wore a hard hat or had 
a safety harness, we just made sure we did not take the quick way down. 
It would not be allowed to happen today. While we were there, we took 
the opportunity to go all the way up the tower and stand on the roof and 
admire the view over the district.

The nativity play took place in the church. A stage was built over the choir 
stalls and because of its location it was very small as can be seen from 
the photo. Our costumes were made or borrowed and were on the whole 
not bad. We made up and dressed in the vestry or tower room. Our efforts 
I believe were appreciated by the congregation.

Looking at those pictures from so long ago, I remember how happy we 
all were, the reason being the elephant had left the room. When the war 
started, we were all very young and this was going to be a big adventure. 
We had all read adventure stories and had our favourite hero who always 
won through no matter how dire the situation he found himself in and, 
of course, our troops always won even though the forces against them 
seemed overwhelming. This feeling continued throughout the war. Then 
the elephant entered the room. We all lost friends and neighbours and 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
416 Brighton Road

South Croydon, CR2 6AN

Garage Doors | Front Doors | Awnings
Explore our huge range of styles and designs available!

Call 020 8681 7989
or visit www.accessgaragedoors.com

Book Free Survey



24 Please mention to advertisers where you saw their advert

S
E

L
S

D
O

N
 R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

S
' A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N

/G
A

Z
E

T
T

E
 C

O
N

S
O

L
ID

A
T

E
D

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

A
C

C
O

U
N

T
S

In
co

m
e 

an
d 

E
xp

en
di

tu
re

 A
cc

ou
nt

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
Ye

ar
s 

E
nd

ed
 3

1 
D

ec
em

be
r

S
E

L
S

D
O

N
 R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

S
' A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N

N
o

te
s

20
23

20
22

20
21

20
20

20
19

£
£

£
£

£
IN

C
O

M
E

S
ub

sc
rip

tio
ns

4,
17

0
3,

43
0

3,
50

8
3,

96
2

2,
41

5
C

hr
is

tm
as

 L
ig

ht
s:

R
es

id
en

ts
' D

on
at

io
ns

5,
45

0
4,

48
3

4,
13

6
4,

57
4

3,
10

6
Tr

ad
er

s'
 D

on
at

io
ns

54
8

85
5

45
8

91
5

1,
02

8
C

ol
le

ct
io

ns
36

1
49

6
29

8
76

19
9

C
ro

yd
on

 C
ou

nc
il

0
0

0
2,

00
0

4,
50

0
N

at
io

nw
id

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

S
oc

ie
ty

 In
te

re
st

49
1

15
9

85
37

37
C

an
ce

lla
tio

n 
of

 P
ro

vi
si

on
s 

fo
r 

H
ire

 o
f S

tr
ee

tl 
B

ar
rie

rs
1,

00
0

To
ta

l I
n

co
m

e
1
2
,0

2
0

9
,4

2
3

8
,4

8
5

1
1
,5

6
4

11
,2

84

E
X

P
E

N
D

IT
U

R
E

In
su

ra
nc

e
29

4
28

0
37

0
37

0
37

0
H

ire
 o

f H
al

ls
98

35
35

60
48

3
S

ub
sc

rip
tio

n 
E

nv
el

op
e 

P
rin

tin
g 

46
9

45
73

4
0

0
S

ta
tio

ne
ry

, P
os

ta
ge

 a
nd

 S
un

dr
ie

s 
(2

02
1 

in
cl

ud
es

 S
ub

sc
rip

tio
n 

E
nv

el
op

es
)

66
5

1,
18

4
53

4
15

6
13

8
C

hr
is

tm
as

 L
ig

ht
s

6,
44

7
8,

99
3

7,
76

0
9,

18
4

10
,0

41
P

la
nt

er
s

85
21

5
16

2
19

8
0

P
ro

vi
si

on
s 

fo
r 

H
ire

 o
r 

P
ur

ch
as

e 
of

 S
tr

ee
t B

ar
rie

rs
1,

00
0

(1
)

50
0

50
0

0
0

 
D

on
at

io
ns

0
0

20
0

50
0

0
S

ub
sc

rip
tio

ns
0

14
1

21
2

18
12

8

To
ta

l E
xp

en
d

it
u

re
9
,0

5
8

1
1
,3

9
3

1
0
,5

0
7

1
0
,4

8
6

11
,1

60

S
u

rp
lu

s/
(D

ef
ic

it
) 

o
f 

In
co

m
e 

O
ve

r 
E

xp
en

d
it

u
re

2,
96

2
(1

,9
70

)
(2

,0
22

)
1,

07
8

12
5

S
E

L
S

D
O

N
 G

A
Z

E
T

T
E

 A
C

C
O

U
N

T
S

 
In

co
m

e
£

£
£

£
£

A
dv

er
tis

in
g 

In
co

m
e

15
,2

86
15

,3
70

15
,7

48
13

,2
67

14
,4

03
B

an
k 

A
cc

ou
nt

 In
te

re
st

34
0

10
5

27
67

11
4

S
ub

sc
rip

tio
ns

20
0

17
5

19
5

11
0

17
9

To
ta

l I
n

co
m

e
15

,8
26

15
,6

50
15

,9
70

13
,4

44
14

,6
96

E
xp

en
di

tu
re

G
az

et
te

 a
nd

 L
ea

fle
ts

18
,2

67
16

,7
69

15
,5

83
11

,6
44

17
,8

13
R

ei
m

bu
rs

em
en

t f
ro

m
 R

es
id

en
ts

' A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

fo
r 

Le
af

le
ts

0
0

(7
34

)
0

0
P

os
ta

ge
 a

nd
 S

un
dr

ie
s

0
54

12
0

27
0

12
0

To
ta

l E
xp

en
d

it
u

re
18

,2
67

16
,8

23
14

,9
69

11
,9

14
17

,9
33

(D
ef

ic
it

)/
S

u
rp

lu
s 

o
f 

In
co

m
e 

O
ve

r 
E

xp
en

d
it

u
re

(2
,4

41
)

(1
,1

73
)

1,
00

1
1,

53
0

(3
,2

38
)

S
E

L
S

D
O

N
 R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

S
' A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N

/G
A

Z
E

T
T

E
 C

O
N

S
O

L
ID

A
T

E
D

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

A
C

C
O

U
N

T
S

B
al

an
ce

 S
he

et
s 

as
 a

t 3
1s

t D
ec

em
be

r
S

R
A

G
A

Z
TO

TA
L

S
R

A
G

A
Z

TO
TA

L
S

R
A

G
A

Z
TO

TA
L

S
R

A
G

A
Z

20
23

20
23

20
23

20
22

20
22

20
22

20
21

20
21

20
21

20
20

20
20

A
ss

et
s:

£
£

£
£

£
£

£
£

£
£

£

1

Se
ls

do
n 

R
es

id
en

ts
’ A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n/
G

az
et

te
 C

on
so

lid
at

ed
 A

nn
ua

l A
cc

ou
nt

s



25Advertising Space Available

G
en

er
al

 A
cc

ou
nt

 a
t N

at
io

nw
id

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

S
oc

ie
ty

37
,5

28
37

,5
28

36
,9

12
36

,9
12

36
,7

99
36

,7
99

36
,7

93
G

az
et

te
 A

cc
ou

nt
 a

t Y
or

ks
hi

re
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

S
oc

ie
ty

 
21

,0
63

21
,0

63
22

,1
91

22
,1

91
23

,2
51

23
,2

51
22

,0
34

C
as

h 
at

 B
an

k 
- G

en
er

al
 A

cc
ou

nt
11

,1
98

11
,1

98
8,

44
8

8,
44

8
10

,0
17

10
,0

17
11

,6
58

N
at

io
nw

id
e 

A
cc

ou
nt

 In
te

re
st

 D
ue

2
0

0
12

5
12

5
80

80
La

te
 T

ra
de

r C
on

tri
bu

tio
n

0
0

10
0

10
0

0
0

0
P

et
ty

 C
as

h 
in

 H
an

d 
- G

en
er

al
 A

cc
ou

nt
39

39
38

38
77

77
34

48
,7

65
21

,0
63

69
,8

28
45

,6
23

22
,1

91
67

,8
14

46
,9

73
23

,2
51

70
,2

24
48

,4
85

22
,0

34

Li
ab

ili
tie

s:
P

ro
vi

si
on

s 
fo

r S
tre

et
 B

ar
rie

rs
 (e

st
im

at
ed

)
1

(1
,0

00
)

(1
,0

00
)

(1
,0

00
)

(1
,0

00
)

(5
00

)
(5

00
)

0
E

le
ct

ric
ity

 fo
r C

hr
is

tm
as

 L
ig

ht
s 

(e
st

im
at

ed
)

(6
00

)
(6

00
)

(4
20

)
(4

20
)

(3
00

)
(3

00
)

(2
90

)
G

az
et

te
 a

dv
er

tis
in

g 
pa

id
 in

 a
dv

an
ce

(8
,2

07
)

(8
,2

07
)

(6
,8

94
)

(6
,8

94
)

(6
,7

81
)

(6
,7

81
)

(6
,5

65
)

(1
,6

00
)

(8
,2

07
)

(9
,8

07
)

(1
,4

20
)

(6
,8

94
)

(8
,3

14
)

(8
00

)
(6

,7
81

)
(7

,5
81

)
(2

90
)

(6
,5

65
)

N
ET

 A
SS

ET
S 

LE
SS

 L
IA

B
IL

IT
IE

S
47

,1
65

12
,8

56
60

,0
21

44
,2

03
15

,2
97

59
,5

00
46

,1
73

16
,4

70
62

,6
43

48
,1

95
15

,4
69

A
cc

um
ul

at
ed

 F
un

d 
br

ou
gh

t f
or

w
ar

d
44

,2
03

15
,2

97
59

,5
00

46
,1

73
16

,4
70

62
,6

43
48

,1
95

15
,4

69
63

,6
64

47
,1

17
13

,9
39

A
dd

 S
ur

pl
us

/L
es

s 
(D

ef
ic

it)
 - 

G
az

et
te

 A
cc

ou
nt

(2
,4

41
)

(2
,4

41
)

(1
,1

73
)

(1
,1

73
)

1,
00

1
1,

00
1

1,
53

0
A

dd
 S

ur
pl

us
/L

es
s 

(D
ef

ic
it)

 - 
G

en
er

al
 A

cc
ou

nt
2,

96
2

2,
96

2
(1

,9
70

)
(1

,9
70

)
(2

,0
22

)
(2

,0
22

)
1,

07
8

A
C

C
U

M
U

LA
TE

D
 F

U
N

D
47

,1
65

12
,8

56
60

,0
21

44
,2

03
15

,2
97

59
,5

00
46

,1
73

16
,4

70
62

,6
43

48
,1

95
15

,4
69

I c
on

fir
m

 th
at

 th
e 

ab
ov

e 
In

co
m

e 
&

 E
xp

en
di

tu
re

 A
cc

ou
nt

s 
an

d 
B

al
an

ce
 S

he
et

s 
ar

e 
a 

tru
e 

an
d 

fa
ir 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

tra
ns

ac
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 S
el

sd
on

 R
es

id
en

ts
'

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

 a
nd

 th
e 

S
el

sd
on

 G
az

et
te

 fo
r t

he
 y

ea
rs

 e
nd

ed
 3

1 
D

ec
em

be
r a

nd
 o

f t
he

ir 
re

sp
ec

tiv
e 

as
se

ts
 a

nd
 li

ab
ili

tie
s 

as
 a

t t
ho

se
 d

at
es

.

N
ot

e 
1:

Fo
r 2

02
1,

 a
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 w
as

 m
ad

e 
in

 th
e 

A
cc

ou
nt

s 
fo

r t
he

 e
st

im
at

ed
 c

os
t o

f b
ar

rie
rs

 h
ire

d 
fro

m
 th

e 
C

ou
nc

il 
fo

r t
he

 C
hr

is
tm

as
 e

ve
nt

 in
 S

el
sd

on
 H

ig
h 

S
tre

et
. N

o 
in

vo
ic

e 
w

as
 re

ce
iv

ed
du

rin
g 

20
22

 a
nd

 n
o 

pa
ym

en
t m

ad
e.

 T
he

 e
ve

nt
 w

as
 re

pe
at

ed
 in

 2
02

2 
an

d 
a 

se
co

nd
 p

ro
vi

si
on

, f
or

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
su

m
, m

ad
e 

as
 a

 p
ru

de
nt

 m
ea

su
re

 p
en

di
ng

 a
ny

 in
vo

ic
es

 b
ei

ng
 re

ce
iv

ed
..

D
ur

in
g 

20
23

, t
he

 d
ec

is
io

n 
w

as
 ta

ke
n 

to
 b

uy
 th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

ba
rr

ie
rs

 fo
r u

se
 in

 D
ec

em
be

r 2
02

3.
 T

he
 p

re
vi

ou
s 

£1
,0

00
 to

ta
l p

ro
vi

si
on

  t
o 

fu
nd

 th
e 

re
nt

al
s 

ha
s 

be
en

 c
an

ce
lle

d
an

d 
re

pl
ac

ed
 b

y 
a 

pr
ov

is
io

n 
of

 £
1,

00
0 

to
 fu

nd
 th

e 
ac

qu
is

iti
on

.

N
ot

e 
2

W
hi

le
 in

te
re

st
 is

 d
ue

 to
 b

e 
re

ce
iv

ed
 fo

r t
he

 1
2 

m
on

th
s 

to
 3

1 
M

ar
ch

 2
02

4,
 n

o 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

va
lu

e 
ha

s 
be

en
 m

ad
e 

to
 a

vo
id

 o
ve

rs
ta

tin
g 

th
e 

su
rp

lu
s 

in
 a

 p
er

io
d 

of
 fr

eq
ue

nt
 c

ha
ng

es
 o

f r
at

e,

Je
ff 

B
ay

to
n 

C
P

FA
 (R

et
ire

d)
 - 

H
on

. A
cc

ou
nt

s 
R

ev
ie

w
er

S
un

da
y,

 J
an

ua
ry

 1
4,

 2
02

4

2



Please mention to advertisers where you saw their advert26 55Advertising Space Available

Trusted care and support in 
your own home
From one-hour visits through 
to 24/7 live-in care 

 

enquiries.croydon@rightathome.co.uk    

www.rightathome.co.uk/croydon

020 8656 6921 
RATING

for being Well Led

GOOD

OUTSTANDING

see our reviews in

            

We help you or your loved one to remain independently at home by supporting with:
• Washing and Dressing, Medication, Food preparation, Light housework, 

Errands, Outings, Appointments and Companionship.
• We specialise in Dementia, Stroke, MS, Parkinsons and Mobility support.

Our carers are carefully selected for their friendliness, empathy and communication skills.
Our team is trained to our high standards ensuring they deliver a quality service to you. 

We provide hourly care, live in care, respite and home from hospital care.

We cover Selsdon, Sanderstead and surrounding areas with our locally based team.
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some of us family members due to enemy action and that little worry at the 
back of the mind was who will be next, will it be me. Now we had survived 
and were young with our lives ahead of us and everything was possible. 
The young men would have to do their national service and some of them 
would lose their lives. I was fortunate when I was doing mine, the Korean 
war was being fought but I was not ordered to take part. 
The fellowship ended and members scattered far and wide like autumn 
leaves before the first gale. We mostly lost touch but there were the 
occasional chance meetings.

From time to time, I have been told or read of the death of former 
members and wonder how many of us are still alive. If any of those 
who are still with us read this article, I would like to think that they have 
achieved those hopes and ambitions they had all those years ago when 
we were so young and that, like me, they have a loving spouse, children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. I wish them well for the years 
that are left and may they have happy memories of the things we did and 
achieved when we were members of the youth fellowship.

Dennis Baker

PS Does anyone know what happened when the library was demolished, 
to the tortoise that used to be found ambling round in the back garden?

~~

The Mayor of London and London Assembly 
Elections on 2 May

You will need to bring a photo ID with you to vote at a 
polling station on Thursday 2 May. The Elections Act 
2022 introduced this requirement for voters in Great 
Britain. 
Voter ID
There are many forms of existing photo identification 
which will be accepted, details of these are listed 

below. However, because some voters will not have one of these existing 
accepted forms of identification, voters can apply for a new form of photo 
identification which can be used for the sole purpose of voting in person, 
known as a Voter Authority Certificate.
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You may already have a form of photo ID that is acceptable. 
You can use any of the following:
   Passport
   Driving licence (including provisional licence)
   Blue badge
   Certain concessionary travel cards
   Identity card with PASS mark (Proof of Age Standards Scheme)
   Biometric Immigration document
   Defence identity card
   Certain national identity cards

Take your ID with you when you go to vote, you will not be able to vote if 
you do not have acceptable photo ID. Voters only need to show one form 
of photo ID to vote, but it must be the original version and not a photocopy. 
People will be able to use an expired photo ID if they are still recognisable 
from the photo.

Applications for the Voter Authority Certificate can be made online
https: www.gov.uk/voter-authority-certificate. 
Alternatively, if you are registered to vote, you can complete a paper 
application form (https://www.croydon.gov.uk/application-for-a-voter-
authority-certificate) and return 
it by post to: 
Electoral Services 
The Town Hall 
Katharine Street 
Croydon, CR9 1DE
The completed form must arrive 
at the Electoral Services by 
5pm six working days before 
the election.
If you need any help with 
applying for a Voter Authority 
Certificate, contact the Electoral 
Services Team on 0300 
373 595 or email electoral.
services@croydon.gov.uk 
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Selsdon Park Hotel / De Vere / Birch – In Administration

Our beloved Selsdon Park Hotel has had a tough time over the past 
few years. From a run-down hotel we had hoped that the purchase by 
De Vere would bring about a renaissance to the old girl and once again 
guests would enjoy the stately house and grounds and provide jobs for our 
residents and bring trade to our high street. Sadly, De Vere Selsdon Estate 
were not able to make a go of it and the grand old dame was sold in 2022 
to Birch as part of a joint venture with real estate investment company 
Aprirose. With a lifestyle hotel already in operation at Cheshunt, Birch/
Aprirose were seeking to expand the portfolio with a similar venture south 
of the river. After sinking over £15million into a refurbishment providing 
new bars and restaurants, rebuilt Lido, refurbished accommodation and 
rewilded ex golf course, not to mention stock proof fencing all around 
the rambling grounds, in less than one year Birch (Cheshunt) and Birch 
(Selsdon) were placed into administration. Birch (Selsdon) operated 
as a ‘members only’ hotel with around 650 members paying a monthly 
subscription after a joining fee. Non-members could book rooms and use 
one of the restaurants but ‘walk-ins’ were policed at the entrance gate.

Floor plans of the hotel can currently be found on Rightmove, (search 
‘rightmove selsdon park hotel’ in your browser). 

Rewilded’ Rear Elevation

Moorfields Advisory Ltd are appointed Administrators for both Birch 
(Cheshunt) and Birch (Selsdon) and they have appointed Savills to market 
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both hotels.
With regard to ‘our’ property, Savills has been appointed to advise on the 
disposal of the long leasehold interest in Birch Selsdon and part freehold 
interest in the estate, with no guide price. 
They say “The Selsdon Park Estate offers a unique opportunity to acquire 
a prominent former lifestyle hotel. The hotel has undergone substantial 
improvements over the last two years and there remains several value-
enhancing initiatives in place to improve top-line performance and Net 
Operating Income (NOI).” and, from the Sales Brochure: “We anticipate 
strong interest from the market for this opportunity, appealing to a diverse 
range of capital sources and accommodating various business plans and 
asset preferences.” On the authority of Joint Fixed Charge Receivers 
of Moorfields Advisory Ltd, Milan Vuceljic and Andrew Pear, for and on 
behalf of Selsdon Estates Property Limited (in Receivership) & Selsdon 
Estates Op Co Limited (in Administration) (the “Owner”), Savills (UK) 
Limited has been appointed to arrange the sale of the Owner’s economic 
interest in entities that own the long leasehold interest and part freehold 
interest in the Selsdon Park Estate, 126 Addington Road, South Croydon 
CR2 8YA (the ‘Hotel’ or the ‘Property’). Selsdon Park Estate presents 
a full- service hotel and former members club sitting within extensive 
parkland on a c.198 acre site and provides investors with the opportunity 
to acquire a recently refurbished Hotel with extensive value-enhancement 
opportunities.  Ideally located in Selsdon, approximately 12 miles south 
of Central London and 3.5 miles south of Croydon. Dating back to the 
17th century, a Hotel has been operating since 1925, with the latest 
iteration, Birch Selsdon, opening in 2023, providing a 181 key, lifestyle 
Hotel and members club with two restaurants, Lido snack bar, three bars, 
six meeting and events rooms, co-working space and wellness facilities 
including gym, outdoor lido and tennis courts. The former Birch Selsdon 
represented the second hotel under the Birch brand following the opening 
of Birch Cheshunt in 2020. Prior to this, Selsdon Park was operated by De 
Vere Hotels since 2003 and before that Le Méridien Hotels. The Property 
ceased trading in November 2023 and is available with vacant possession 
unencumbered by brand and management, providing significant 
operational and property upside opportunities in a key Greater London 
location. The Property is held long leasehold (until December 2186) and 
part freehold.”

An Estate plan is enclosed within the sales brochure:

As Savills state above, the hotel and main grounds (ex-golf course) are 
held under a long lease until December 2186. There is a Freehold plot 
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of land (9 below) included in the sale and which, from the Land Registry 
plan, appears to be located roughly behind Nos 16 to 58 Onslow Gardens 
in Sanderstead and abutting Sanderstead Court.

Also available but for separate negotiation is a further plot of Freehold 
land fronting Old Farleigh Road roughly between Benhurst and Woodland 
Gardens.  There are various dilapidated buildings on this wooded plot, 
including the old Stables with a barn which is reputed to date back to 
the early 17th Century, although it is thought to have been relocated here 
sometime between 1809 and 1868. 

Area 14 in the plan above shows part of the land which Croydon High 
School bought from the Selsdon Park Estate in 1963 to build their school 
on and their playing fields sit incongruously adjacent to the school site but 
separated by the main access road from the Addington Road to the house 
and grounds. The school has a ‘right of way at all times….to pass and 
repass over and along a strip of land’, the access road.

All of the land for sale appears to be currently designated Green Belt. It 
is heartening that Savills are stressing the attributes of the building and 
grounds as a hotel / leisure base for someone wishing to invest in our 
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beloved Selsdon Park Hotel, under whatever guise they wish to rename it 
as. Your SRA will be following any news of the sale or proposals for re-use 
of the land and / or buildings.

Ian Leggatt

For the SRA
Postscript re Ownership: Savills state that owner of the Selsdon Park 
Estate is Selsdon Estates Op Co Limited (in Administration). Land 
Registry records obtained in January and February 2024 list various 
owners of the plots of land which are for sale. The long leasehold Selsdon 
Park Hotel, including grounds, 66 Addington Road, South Croydon, CR2 
8RB is registered as being held by Lagonda Selsdon Propco Ltd. This 
company has two current Officers. Over 75% of the shares are owned by 
an entity called Selsdon Estates Property Llp. Companies House records 
show that this company has overdue accounts and 20 active directors. 
The Freehold of the hotel and grounds are held under a separate title with 
the registered owners being Imperial Tobacco Pension Trustees Ltd and 
Imperial Investments Ltd.
The freehold plot of land (9 above) is recorded by Land Registry as being 
owned by Venice Spareco Limited (In Receivership). This plot last changed 
hands in November 2006 for £150k, exc VAT. ‘Persons with significant control’ 
are listed as being Selsdon Estates Property Llp.
The separate plot of freehold land fronting Old Farleigh Road, which is available 
for individual negotiation is, according to Land Registry records, owned by 
Venice Spareco 2 Limited (In Receivership), and this plot of land last changed 
hands in November 2006 for £1m plus VAT. ‘Persons with significant control’ 
are listed as being Selsdon Estates Property Llp. All the companies above apart 
from Imperial Tobacco and Investments share the same two officers.
Companies House records show a further company: Selsdon Estates 
Property Limited which is an Isle of Man registered company. No details of 
ownership or directorship are available for public viewing.

~~

Poetry Quiz

World Poetry Day is celebrated on 21 March 2024. 
Here is a quiz to test your knowledge about well-known 
poems and poets.

1.  How many lines are there in a Sonnet?
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2.  Which successful musical is based on the poems of TS Eliot?
3.  A type of five line humorous poem is named after which Irish city?
4.  What two letter word is the title of one of Rudyard Kipling’s most 

famous poems?
5.  ‘Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink’ is a line from which 

poem?
6.  Name the cottage on the edge of the Lake District’s Grasmere, that is 

famous for being the home of the poet William Wordsworth?
7.  Can you name the poet who created this famous line? ‘If I should die, 

think only this of me.’
8.  Who wrote these lines? ‘How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.’
9.  Who wrote the poem “And did those feet in ancient time”, best known 

today as the hymn Jerusalem?
10. Which poet wrote the following line? ‘Do not go gentle into that good night.’

Answers after Nature Notes

~~

We welcome your letters so do please get in 
touch if you have something to share with Selsdon 
residents.
Please remember to state your name, address, 

contact number and publication anonymity requirements in all 
correspondence to the Editor. Anonymity can be granted on request, 
but anonymously sent letters/e-mails will not be published. 

~~
I received this plea from a resident wanting to find a new home for his two 
rabbits – I wish I had room!

NEW HOME WANTED FOR TWO LOP EARED RABBITS

'Pumpkin' and 'Marshmallow' are both male, cuddly and loved 
to be handled. They are brothers from the same litter, have 
been neutered and all their vaccinations are up to date.
They come with a two tiered hutch. No funds are required, just 
a loving home.

Contact: Adam and Bridgette 07701019934
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Here our regular contributor, Jessica Blake, ponders how our parakeet 
population has thrived.

Today, while looking through our sitting room window, I noticed 
the beautiful tree at the end of our drive is now covered in white 
blossom.  There is a lot of ivy winding around its bole and branches and 
I did wonder if the ivy is making the blossom change colour, because it 
used to be pink blossom.  Is it possible for ivy to make a tree’s blossom 
change colour?  I love this particular tree because it is the first to show 
leaf buds, in the winter/spring; the blossom is lovely, and when it fades 
the leaves are coming out and they are a beautiful deep, crimson red.  It 
is a type of plum tree and some years we can see plums on it, but that 
depends on the right mix of sunshine and showers.  Best of all, when 
the autumn arrives the tree’s leaves look an even deeper red, and when 
finally, the leaves come off, they are some of the last leaves to shed.  

There are some green parrots flying about. They are meant to be 
parakeets, but they now look bigger than they used to look.  There used to 
be a flock of over 40 birds flying around, but by the end of the first winter 
most of them had died off.  Now they seem to have acclimatised and they 
look larger.  People used to say someone had turned their parrots out, 
to let them fly freely.  If it was true, then it seems the birds have put their 
beaks together and wondered why other birds survive and they barely 
could.  It must have been difficult if they were bred in captivity, used to 
being fed and kept in the warm, to suddenly not have their normal food 
and have nowhere warm to sleep in the winter months.  Perhaps they 
noticed other birds built nests.  Did they notice that other birds tried to 
avoid predators and would eat insects if there were no seeds about, that 
they drunk from garden fountains, tried peanut holders, etc., fluffed up 
their feathers when cold? They obviously decided to copy other birds, 
then they could keep warm, fed and watered.   Well, that is what I suspect 
happened! 

Best of all, it is a joy to see groups of green parakeets sitting among the 
red leaves of my neighbour’s plum tree.

~~
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Poetry Corner

World Water Day is celebrated on Friday 22 March in 2024. Here Mary Gill 
warns us not to take water for granted.

HYMN TO WATER

Oh, liquid light of life that flows 
from deep within the Earth, 
within whose arms the foetus grows
securely held in sweet repose
until the day of birth –
preparing for its birth.

Thou sparkling essence of Life’s source,
thou precious sacred dew, 
replenishing the vital force. 
How recklessly Mankind ignores 
the debt he owes to you; 
the need he has for you.

Without your presence Life will end 
and yet we treat thee ill. 
Thy purity we should defend, 
not let our fetid filth offend 
each river, lake and rill; 
polluting ev’ry rill.

Oh, liquid Light that falls as rain 
and rises as the dew, 
we beg forgiveness for the pain, 
we vow respect to thee again. 
We should be cleansing you 
as we are cleansed by you. 

~~

Nature Notes from Ted Forsyth – Butterflies (2)

Many species of butterfly can be seen flitting over grassland but some 
actually require grass for breeding.  Small Skippers lay their eggs inside 



grass stems, usually Yorkshire Fog grass.  The very similar Essex Skipper 
tends to avoid Yorkshire Fog but will lay eggs on a wide range of other 
grasses.  Large Skipper prefers the coarser Cocksfoot Grass.  Grizzled 
and Dingy Skippers are most likely to be found on bare patches of ground 
and differ from the other skippers in choosing to lay eggs on various 
flowers.  The larger butterflies – Meadow Brown, Ringlet and Marbled 
White (a member of the Brown group despite its name) will carefully 
glue eggs to grasses but will also squirt eggs out while in flight and let 
them fall where they may.  It is thought that butterflies are able to detect 
grasses which are infected by a fungus and choose these so that their 
caterpillars can absorb the fungus and presumably gain some protection 
from predators.  Male Dark Green Fritillaries patrol grassland in search of 
females, who choose to lay eggs on Violets, including Dog Violet though 
the preference is for Hairy Violet.

The lifestyle of another group of butterflies is closely associated with 
selected trees and bushes.  White-letter Hairstreaks lay on Elms, Purple 
Hairstreaks on Oaks, Brown Hairstreaks on Blackthorn twigs and Green 
Hairstreak decides to be different by laying on Gorse, Rockrose and 
Bramble.  Purple Emperor males hang around at the tops of “master” 
trees, fighting aerial battles with other males while waiting for females 
which lay their eggs on Goat Willow and similar species.  Silver-washed 
Fritillary and White Admiral both imbibe aphid honeydew from the tree 
tops but egg laying takes place on a tree trunk near Dog Violets for the 
fritillary and on wispy bits of Wild Clematis for the White Admiral.

Most of the butterflies which appear at the beginning of the year have 
probably been hibernating as adults – Brimstone, Peacock, Small 
Tortoiseshell, Comma and some Red Admirals.  Brimstone lays on 
Buckthorn bushes while the others tend to use nettles.

Adult butterflies on the whole do not feed on 
the same plants used by their caterpillars.  In 
early spring Brimstones can be found nectaring 
on Dandelion flowers but will move to other 
species as they appear.  Bird’s-foot-trefoil is 
an early flower which soon makes clumps 
visited by many butterfly species.  In autumn 
Marjoram is a favourite of many butterflies 
and several species not mentioned so far make use of it – Small Copper, 
Common Blue, Brown Argus and, of course, Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, 
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CHRIS of CROYDON
Upholsterers

•  Full re-upholstery service
•  Dining room chairs, armchairs, sofas etc.
•  All repairs including new padding, webbing, 
    replacement foam, springs etc.
•  Huge range of fabrics and pattern books
•  Leather restoration, replacement
•  FREE ESTIMATES

Due to increased costs and overheads, which we didn’t want to pass on 
to customers, the business has closed its retail side and is now focused 
on offering a more versatile mobile service.

For all your upholstery needs please call
020 8657 8580

for a prompt and helpful service!

!  

S.K FASCIAS LTD 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

We specialise in:  -    UPVC Fascia, Soffit & Guttering 
- Flat roofs, Roof repairs, pointing & tiling 
- Driveways 
- All general building work 

FREE ESTIMATE ALL WORK GUARANTEED FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY 

STEVE KING 07973 625 638 
                         0208 651 9492 
EMAIL: skf29@hotmail.co.uk 

01342 641040
EMAIL: skf1959ltd@gmail.com

0777 993 3863
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Worried about Identity Theft?

...Try Simply Shredding
SIMPLY

shredding
secure document
           & data destruction

Tel: 01883 741 000        shredding@sandersteads.com 



etc.  Bramble flowers attract many species including White Admiral and 
Silver-washed Fritillary, but they are soon fertilised and start developing 
blackberries.  Once the berries are ripe and begin to burst they are again 
able to attract butterflies.  From spring through to autumn there are 
many grassland flowers able to provide nectar – Scabious, Knapweed, 
Agrimony, Kidney Vetch, Ragwort.  Blossom on trees and bushes is of 
interest and we cannot forget the Buddleia bush which grabs the attention 
of so many autumn butterflies. 

~~

Answers to the Poetry Quiz
1.  14
2.  Cats
3.  Limerick
4.  If
5.  The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (by Samuel Taylor Coleridge)
6.  Dove Cottage
7.  Rupert Brooke
8.  Elizabeth Barrett Browning
9.  William Blake
10.Dylan Thomas

~~

GARDENS MATTER

DARK SECRETS
In these dull days of winter when our outside plots are looking distinctly 
grey, gardeners’ thoughts turn to their summer blaze of colour and many 
nature-aware gardeners are now choosing to “decorate” their gardens with 
plants that are insect friendly and have nectar/pollen rich flowers.

What is usually overlooked is the importance of 
night-time pollinators.  Scientists are only just 
beginning to understand how important nocturnal 
pollinators are - some moths being more efficient 
than day flying pollinators.  It isn’t all moths either: 

flies, bats, beetles and even mosquitos all contribute.
Many flowers release stronger perfumes at night specifically to attract 
these garden helpers.  So perhaps consider planting some, not only will the 
insects benefit but you also can enjoy warm scented summer evenings.
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The top 6 night scented plants are Sweet Rocket, Tobacco Plant, Four-
o-Clock Flower, Star Jasmine, Evening Primrose and Night Phlox.  Night 
Scented Stock and Honeysuckle are good too.

Chris Hyde
Information drawn from an article in the RHS publication “The Gardener”

~~

Saturday 13th April 

SPRING FLOWER WALK

Meet at 10am at the junction of Littleheath 
and Queenhill Roads

~~
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What’s Coming Up ……………………………

Saturday 25th May Rotary Sponsored Walk, St Mary’s Church Hall, 
Farleigh -  60% Sponsorship to the charity of your choice.

Saturday 14th September Hobby Fair at St John’s Community Hall. Why 
not come along & encourage folks to join your group or organisation. 
Refreshments available. 

Don’t miss out, get involved & join Rotary Sanderstead & Selsdon for a 
very good, fun, time.

Wendy A Parr – Secretary – 07774 186 792. 
Secretary@rotarysandersteadandselsdon.com



SELSDON FLOWER CLUB 

We have pleasure in announcing that our Flower Club is continuing in our 
54th year with the following programme:

13th March                    Practice - Easter Arrangement  
10th April                       Demo - Melanie of Kane’s Florist 

We are a small friendly club who meet on the second 
Wednesday afternoon of each month at 2 pm at the rear 
of St. John the Divine Church, Selsdon.  Subscription £30 
per annum (£15 half year). We have demonstrations and 
practices.  All abilities welcome.

Please contact the Secretary, Maureen Browning on 
020 8651 5821 for more information.

~~

SELSDON AFTERNOON 
TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD

We are a friendly group of over sixty members.  We meet from 1.30-
4.00 on the third Friday of each month in the Community Hall, St. John’s 
Church, Upper Selsdon Road, Selsdon.

At our meetings we invite speakers who bring a wide range of interests 
and ideas to the group. 

On April 19th the topic will be Stained Glass and Coloured Glass.
Members can take part in a wide range of interest groups that are held 
during the month such as handicrafts, literary and drama discussions and 
visits are made to the theatre and to restaurants. There is always time for 
tea and a chat!

Why not come and join us?
Christine Holland: 02086574861
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020 8668 9861
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SANDERSTEAD WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
www.sandersteadwi.org

Sanderstead WI is a friendly group of over 70 members 
who meet from 2pm to 4pm on the first Wednesday of the 
month in the church hall of Sanderstead United Reform 
Church, 3 Sanderstead Hill, Croydon, CR2 0HB. We are 
currently welcoming new members.

Our meetings start with local WI business including cascading details of 
courses and workshops set up by our county and national bodies. This is 
followed by refreshments, and then a speaker. 

Talks for 2024/5 include: The Oceans Between Us; The Highs and Lows of 
a Stuntwoman’s Life; The Life of a Cruise Lecturer; The World of Antiques; 
Life in No. 10 Downing Street; Highway 35 - Meeting Disaster Head On 
With Hope; The Glass House; Spitfire Women of World War 2; Women 
who have improved the female status; and Cultured Pearls and Diamonds.
We have an annual tea party in August, a Christmas Lunch and a Xmas 
party with entertainment. In 2023 our stall selling preloved bags at the 
Gruffy Fair in June made over £180 stall for our charity of the year – the 
SE Cancer Help Centre in Purley.

In addition, there are the following special interest groups you can 
join: - Gardening (maintaining the rose garden at Sanderstead Library), 
Scrabble, Canasta, Board Games, Book Club, Walkers and Strollers, 
Lunch Club, Table Tennis and Arts-n-Crafts. Special outings are also 
arranged and last year we visited the Weald and Downland Museum 
and the company in Croydon that makes the costumes for Strictly Come 
Dancing. We are planning a trip to the Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air 
Ambulance in March 2024.  So, there is something to suit all tastes!

Further details of our forthcoming activities can be found on our website 
which is regularly updated and visitors are welcome to attend our meetings 
before deciding to join. Please follow the contact instruction on our website: 
www.sandersteadwi.org or tel. Linda Etheridge on 020 8657 6721
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JEFF BORKETT - ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Free estimates, no call out charge, all electrical work undertaken, 
fixed price quotations, fully insured

● Consumer unit upgrades
● Fault finding
● Freeview, SKY, data, HDMI, phone installations
● Landlords safety Certificates
● Home buyers electrical inspection, 
   test & report (EICR)
● CRB Checked

● Full or partial re-wiring
● Additional socket outlets/lighting points
● LED lighting
● Outside/security lighting
● Domestic/commercial installations
● Extensions, garden sheds, office, 
   playroom electrical installations

All work completed and tested to comply 
with the current IET wiring regulations BS 7671

Part ‘P’ (Electrical Safety) Compliant

0208 651 0177/07951 015264
www.electricalservicescroydon.co.uk

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS, DOORS - WIDE RANGE OF CONSERVATORIES

Free Quotes
10 Year Guarantee
FENSA Approved

A QUALITY ASSURED COMPANY
Our Reputation counts for a great Deal!

0208 651 4424
BS 7412
BS 7413
BS 6206
BS 5713

● Double Glazing Window & Door Installation

● Conservatory/Orangery Installations

● Porch Installation

● Bi-fold Doors

● Composite & UPVC Front Door Installation

● PVCU & Aluminium

● Repairs & Servicing

● High Security Locking Systems

www.alphaglazecroydon.co.uk
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07905 267095

Plumber and Heating Engineer 

Selsdon based

Calm Water Plumbing

Boiler service, repair, replacement


Central heating systems maintained


Thermostats and smart controls


Plumbing faults


Unvented cylinders

Roy Brady

07905 267095 | contactplumber@gmail.com | calmwaterplumbing.co.uk

Farleigh House Farm, Farleigh Common CR6 9PE

Bouquets • Arrangements • Events • Weddings • Funerals

Delivered to Croydon and surrounding areas, open 7 days



SelsdonandAddingtonVillage@met.police.uk
SelsdonandForestdale@metpolice.uk



Patios, Drives,
Walls, Turfing,
Decking, Pergolas,
Raised Borders
Jet Washing and 
Sealant Applications

Internal & External 
Decorating, Tiling, 
Wallpapering
Plastering & 
General Building 
Maintenance

4SEASONS EST. 1983

LANDSCAPE & BUILDING SERVICES

t: 07944 780034    e: fourmovingprojects@outlook.com


