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Selsdon & District

Funeral Service

Your Local Funeral Director

Independent and Licensed Funeral Directors
Extensive Range of Memorials

We Serve All Denominations in Any Area
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Over 50 Years Experience

FOR IMMEDIATE PERSONAL ATTENTION
PLEASE TELEPHONE: 020 8657 0030

We provide 24 hour assistance

204 Addington Road
" Golden Leaves Selsdon, Surrey. CR2 8LD

Funeral Plans www.selsdonfunerals.co.uk
“ info@selsdonfuneralservice.co.uk
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{ | Editor's Note

Welcome to the November edition of the Gazette and T

make no apologies for including many events, happening in
our area leading up to the Christmas holidays. The first of these is the
switch-on of the new Christmas lights along our high street on Friday
28 November at 5pm with Father Christmas making an appearance
in his sleigh and wanting to meet as many children as possible in his
grotto outside Iceland. The SRA are also running two competitions at
the moment: the 'Design the Gazette Christmas Cover' competition
for primary school children; and the 'Design the 100™ Anniversary
of the SRA Gazette Cover' competition for all ages. Details of both
competitions are in this Gazette, so get your paint brushes out! We
also have details from the Sanderstead and Selsdon Rotary about the
dates for Father Christmas's visits to the roads in Selsdon during
early December.

The cover photo this month shows the winning vegetable in the SRA’s
'Grow the largest Vegetable' competition. Details of other bumper
vegetables grown are in this Gazette. There is also a report about the
Autumn SRA Litter Pick carried out in late September. I was pleased
to hear from a young scout about encouraging others to join our local
scout packs as scouts or leaders, and I also carry a report about the
annual ‘Ark-Toberfest' held by our very own Golden Ark this October.
Sadly, we have a tribute to local conservationist, Matthew Frith, who
tragically died too young, recently.

In this month's gazette, Ian Leggatt concludes his account of St John
the Divine, Ted Forsyth considers the plumage of birds, our Gardening
Tips gives us a long list of jobs to complete before winter comes, and
Mary Gill gives us a poem about how refreshing rainfall can be. We have
a special feature examining the current law about the use of E-scooters
on our pavements and roads, and this month's quiz tests your knowledge
of trees to celebrate National Tree Week in November.

As always, please keep your photos, letters, poems and articles coming

in. Tell me what you think of the new Christmas Lights. This magazine
is for Selsdon, so it is good to hear about things affecting local

residents. (selsdongazettesra@gmail.com )

Chris Jones
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& SUBMISSIONS FOR THE DECEMBER 2025 EDITION
SHOULD BE WITH THE EDITOR NO LATER THAN
20™ NOVEMBER - PREFERABLY BEFORE! =&

SRA NEWS ‘n’ VIEWS

As our 100" year draws to a close, | would like to take

this opportunity to thank all those who have voluntarily
contributed their time and effort to help make it a success.

I will not name names specifically in case | omit anyone,
but we are very grateful to all those who helped with

the research for the historical displays, the displays themselves, the
guided walks, ‘gardening’ of the railing troughs, planters and the Selsdon
Community Garden - including the spreading of a large load of wood chips
around some new plants there. Celebrations will continue into 2026 —
watch for details on Facebook, our website, the Gazette, etc.

Over Wintering of the SRA’s Geraniums

Talking of volunteers, it is now the time for me to ask again for help in
trying to keep our geraniums from the planters and troughs over the
winter, so perhaps we will not have to buy quite so many, next year. We do
not hold anyone responsible if the plants don’t survive but, if you do have
a frost-free place where you could try to keep a few for us, it would very
helpful — there are only so many | can fit on my window sill! They need
hardly any attention during the winter, so you don’t need to be a skilled
gardener; just pick off leaves as they die back and give them a little water
once every 4- 6 weeks, until they show signs of regrowth in the spring. A
spare corner in a sunny greenhouse, conservatory or porch - or a window
sill in a fairly cool room is the only space you need. Please let me know
(use 07979 002547, but by text, so | don’t delete it as an unknown caller!)
if you can take on a few for me.

Christmas Lights and Switch-On Event

The SRA are hoping to round off our centenary year with a new set of
Selsdon Christmas lights. They, the electricity and the switch-on event are
not funded by the council but only by the SRA funds, augmented by your
donations and those from some of our traders. We appreciate everyone’s
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support but we do usually have a shortfall, so please be as generous as
you can when you see a collecting tin or when paying your subs and/or
donation. Or you can donate by registering to support Selsdon Christmas
Lights on Easyfunding - without paying a penny! They simply pay a small
proportion to us, of what you spend with a lot of different online traders
including Sainsburys, M&S, John Lewis, Tui, and many others. The
pennies do soon make a tidy sum, so please sign up!

The lights will be switched on as usual by Father Christmas as he checks
out Selsdon (courtesy of a sleigh loaned by the Sanderstead and Selsdon
Rotary Club) to find out if all the children are well behaved before his big
delivery night! Anyway, do come along to give him a cheer on Friday 28"
November at 5pm and to meet him afterwards. Greenvale Primary School
Choir will be singing outside the Village Club from about 4.40pm.

News in the Selsdon Area

Away from SRA activities, we always try to keep an eye on what is
happening in our area.

As | write, we have again reported the failed traffic lights to TfL and to our
MP in the hope they will be repaired more quickly than last time. The SRA
also attend the East Surrey Transport Committee on your behalf and are
constantly raising the issues of the 433 buses being turned around short of
East Croydon or Selsdon Vale, and the illogical diversions of buses in the
Selsdon, Sanderstead & Purley areas, so we hope things might improve.
Lastly, to make a change from questions about Birch (we have again
been assured there are no asylum seekers there and no plans to house
them there), we see that there are plans for Wetherspoons to open a pub
at Coombe Lodge. It seems it is due to open on 10" December. We do
not know if it is to include a Wetherspoons hotel too which could be why
they are opening a pub in a location with no immediate access to public
transport to get home. As long as it is an extra location and not instead of
our Wetherspoons!

Linda Morris, Vice Chair, SRA

COUNCILLORS’ NOTES FROM JOSEPH LEE

SELSDON PARK ROAD RESURFACING

Residents have welcomed the recent resurfacing on Selsdon Park Road,
part of Croydon Council’s £12.5 million Highways Investment Programme
approved in 2024.
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The works, which took place near Nos. 191-213 earlier this year, were
aimed at improving the road surface and reducing wear and tear. The
smoother surface has already made a noticeable difference for local
drivers.

ABANDONED VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT

Mayor Perry has taken a firm, no-nonsense stance on abandoned,
untaxed and unroadworthy vehicles that blight neighbourhoods across
Croydon. His zero-tolerance approach has seen the council issue
Community Protection Notices, deployed CCTV, and carry out the rapid
removal and destruction of vehicles left for long periods on public roads.
For example, in Thornton Heath, vehicles that were unregistered, without
MOTs, and blocking parking spaces were removed and destroyed after
prior warnings went unheeded. The goal, he says, is to ‘restore pride

in Croydon'’s streets’ and make sure residents aren’t left dealing with
rusting cars, blocked parking and antisocial behaviour in their own
neighbourhoods.

NEW BUSINESS OPENING ON THE HIGH STREET

We welcome a new business to the High Street, where Dawat Indian &
Pakistani Restaurant and Takeaway is preparing to open its doors.
Dawat, which already operates several successful branches across
London, is known for its authentic Indian cuisine, elegant interiors and
warm service. The Selsdon branch is currently being fitted out and is
expected to open very soon — a welcome addition that’s sure to spice up
the local dining scene.

Awarm welcome in advance to Dawat and best wishes for their upcoming
launch. It's great to see new businesses choosing Selsdon as their next home.

CLEARING HISTORIC FINANCIAL BACKLOG

For the first time in years, Croydon Council’s accounts have been officially
approved. This is an important step in fixing the financial problems the
council faced in the past. When the previous Labour administration was in
charge, Croydon got into serious financial trouble and even went bankrupt
— the only council in London to do so. Large amounts of money were

lost on failed projects such as Brick by Brick, and the council’s accounts
couldn’t be signed off for several years.

Since Jason Perry became Mayor in 2022, the council has been working
to sort out its finances, rebuild trust and ensure everything is properly
managed. Getting the accounts signed off shows that real progress has
been made and that Croydon is finally back on track.
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Mo &

e Fully Insured

e Contactfora
free Estimate.

We are a family run business

with over 30 years experience

in the building trade. Undertaking
all your building needs.

BATHROOMS KITCHENS ROOFING EXTENTIONS

B4 MJBBuildersLTD@outlook.com 2 07495 282 510
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IF YOU DIE WITH NO WILL:

e Your money could pass to people you would not choose to benefit
from your death
e Guardians for your infant children could be appointed by the court

IF YOU CAN’T MANAGE YOUR OWN AFFAIRS
in the future:

Expensive Court proceedings will be necessary in order for anyone (even
your close family) to deal with your finances

I will prepare your Will and/or Lasting Power of Attorney
All appointments in your own home, daytime or evening. No VAT charge.

Ring TODAY for details of my fixed charges 020 8657 0391.

Geraldine Watts Solicitor
G .M. Watts Solicitors, 2A Ridge Langley, Sanderstead CR2 0AR

www.gmwatts.com

Burchell & Associates

HCPC Registered Podiatry
DPoDM MChS

The Support your Feet are Aching For
(020) 8657 1648 (020) 8651 4199

Established family practice in Selsdon for over 40 years.

Basic Nail Cutting Service = Corns & Callous
Verruca Treatments = Fungal Infections
Ingrowing & Thick Toenails = Heel Pain/Arch Pain
Fungal Infections = Gaitscan Analysis = Orthotics/Insoles
Shoe Stretching = House, Nursing Home & Hospital Visits

30, Farley Road, Selsdon. CR2 8DA

www.burchellsfeet.co.uk selsdon@burchellsfeet.co.uk
Twitter: @burchellsfeet Facebook: #burchellsfeet
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BLITZ CLEAN OF SELSDON HIGH STREET

Cleaner Croydon blitz clean coming to Selsdon this November. As

part of Mayor Perry’s ongoing commitment to improving the borough’s
environment, Croydon Council is carrying out a series of ‘blitz cleans’
under the Cleaner Croydon campaign to help restore pride in our
community.

We are pleased to confirm that Selsdon will be included in the programme,
with the clean-up scheduled to take place in November. We look forward
to seeing the positive impact this initiative will have on our local area.

CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLORS

Our monthly surgeries take place in the Jubilee café downstairs from
Sainsburys. A private room is available should there be a matter which
cannot be discussed in public. The timing is 10am until 11.15am on the
first Saturday of the month, except January and August. We are happy to
‘meet’ residents online so if you have any issues you wish to discuss with
your councillor please get in touch by email:

Selsdon and Addington Village  Selsdon Vale and Forestdale
Joseph.lee@croydon.gov.uk Andy.stranack@croydon.gov.uk
Robert.ward@croydon.gov.uk Fatima.zaman@croydon.gov.uk

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Pavement O/S Aldi Foodstore Limited 232 - 236 Addington Road
South Croydon CR2 8LE

25/03117/FUL - The proposed installation of 1no. BT Street Hub and
removal of associated existing BT payphone(s).

25/03118/ADV - Two digital 75-inch LCD display screens, one on each
side of the Street Hub unit.

16 Kingswood Way South Croydon CR2 8QP
25/02345/HSE - Erection of a detached open fronted double garage in
front garden.

Greenvale Primary School, Sandpiper Road South Croydon CR2 8PR
25/02355/FUL - Demolition of the existing 2 prefabricated classrooms

to the north of the main school building and the erection of a two storey
building to the south to accommodate four classrooms

10 Upper Selsdon Road South Croydon CR2 8DE
25/03066/GPDO - Erection of a single storey rear extension which projects
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out from the rear wall of the original house by 4 metres, with an eaves’
height of 2.65 metres and a maximum roof height of 3 metres.
25/03065/LP - Erection of a hip to gable roof extension, dormer extension
in the rear roof slope and roof lights in the front roof slope

Remember that you can use this website to view planning applications
http://www.localplanningapps.co.uk/croydon/sra/anupdate/planning table.html

~~

MP Natasha Irons’ Report
Member of Parliament for Croydon East

Dear Selsdon,

Lloyds Bank has announced plans to close its New Addington branch on
14 January 2026. This decision follows the closures of Santander on North
End and NatWest on Lower Addiscombe Road and in the Whitgift Centre.
As some of you will know, when | pushed for a banking hub in Selsdon
last year to improve access to banking services, LINK — the independent
organisation that assesses cash access — stated that one wasn’t needed
because there was a bank in New Addington. But now, that very bank is
being shut.

The assessment carried out by LINK was incomplete. It was stopped at
stage two after LINK identified nearby cashpoints. However, they did not
assess the impact on residents with disabilities, elderly people, small
business owners or the time it takes for Selsdon and New Addington
residents to travel into Croydon town centre.

It is unacceptable that such an important decision has been taken by
Lloyds without a proper impact assessment. That's why | have appealed
to LINK, asking them to redo their assessment and recommend that New
Addington gets a banking hub. | have also met with Lloyds Bank to raise
my concerns and will be meeting with LINK shortly. I'll keep you updated
on the outcome of my campaign.

Residents have also been in touch about the Selsdon Garage site on
Addington Road. In April, Croydon Council confirmed plans to demolish

the existing garage and build a six-storey development with 35 flats and a
ground-floor commercial unit. My office was informed that work would begin
in August, but this has not yet happened. | have written to the developers for
an update and will share details as soon as | receive a response.
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I’'m pleased to announce that Croydon will benefit from the Government’s
Inactivity Trailblazer scheme, which will provide targeted support to help
more people into work. Unlike traditional employment programmes, this
scheme gives local areas the power to design solutions that tackle the root
causes of economic inactivity, such as poor mental health, low skills and
social isolation.

Support on offer will include help with CV preparation, employer
engagement to create job opportunities, mental health and confidence-
building support, and initiatives linked to local growth plans.

This is fantastic news for Croydon. It means more people will receive the
tailored support they need to rebuild confidence and find meaningful work
— especially young people looking to take their first steps into employment.

By the time this column goes to print, | will have hosted my Selsdon coffee
morning at Forestdale Forum. | hold these events regularly across the
constituency to give residents the chance to speak with me face to face
about their local concerns and priorities.

If you couldn’t make it this time but would like to attend a future coffee
morning, please email natasha.irons.mp@parliament.uk. You can also
sign up for my monthly email updates by scanning the QR code below.

~n~

The Selsdon Gazette Distribution Team needs your help

e New Deliverer needed from January 2026 for
Norfolk Avenue. This is a round of 55 copies for
1-63 (odd numbers) and 2-42 (even numbers).

e Temporary Distributor needed for February &
March 2026. This involves dropping off delivery
rounds to 7 houses in York Road, Greville
Avenue & Abbey Road.

Please contact Chris Jones selsdongazettesra@gamail.com if you can
help.

Advertising Space Available |1



SELSDON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Greet and meet Father Christmas at the
Selsdon Christmas Lights switch on
Friday 28 November at 5pm

Festive songs from Greenvale Primary
School outside the Village Club from
4.40pm

Seasonal refreshments from Selsdon
Baptist Church and local cafes

Welcome Father Christmas at about 5pm when the
SRA lights display comes on as he drives down the
road on his sleigh. Father Christmas is provided by the
Sanderstead and Selsdon Rotarians. Come and meet
him afterwards at his grotto by Iceland.

Your SRA pays for the Christmas Lights and this event from your
voluntary donations so please give generously. Hope to see you on 28!

Police message - please be aware and help us all to stay safe at all times

naffaz =nnz A J Taylor o

DomesTIC .
On behalf of D J Taylor & Son

wsracien (==
Local Electrician
Domestic and Commercial
All works undertaken Fuse Board Changes  Main Bonding
Rewires/Partial Rewires  Fault Finding  Testing & Inspections

Tel: 020 86514260 Mob: 07932 032 395
djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk

ConTRECTON
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Calm Water Plumbing

07905 267095
Plumber and Heating Engineer

Selsdon based
Boiler service, repair, replacement

Central heating systems maintained

Thermostats and smart controls

Plumbing faults .
Roy Brady 584453

Unvented cylinders

07905 267095 | contactplumber@gmail.com | calmwaterplumbing.co.uk

Quality Florist
FLORAL DESIGNS FOR EVERY OCCASION

Bouquets * Arrangements ¢ Events « Weddings ¢ Funerals

Personal Attention Assured
Delivered to Croydon and surrounding areas, open 7 days

% 020 8656 3233 oz 020 8656 7020

www.kanesflorists-croydon.co.uk
Pl www.kanesfloristscroydon.co.uk
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JEFF BORKETT - ELECTRICAL SERVICES
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Free estimates, no call out charge, all electrical work undertaken,
fixed price quotations, fully insured

e Consumer unit upgrades o Full or partial re-wiring
o Fault finding o Additional socket outlets/lighting points
o Freeview, SKY, data, HDMI, phone installations @ LED lighting
o Landlords safety Certificates e Outside/security lighting
® Home buyers electrical inspection, e Domestic/commercial installations
test & report (EICR) e Extensions, garden sheds, office,
o CRB Checked playroom electrical installations

- All work completed and tested to comply _
mfl=e=ae=  with the current IET wiring regulations BS 7671 mulluz ==
AppRovED Part ‘P’ (Electrical Safety) Compliant pomeee Q

0208 651 0177/07951 015264
www.electricalservicescroydon.co.uk

ALPHABLAZE  sreuecsmins
info@alphaglazecroydon.co.uk
www.alphaglazecroydon.co.uk

ST

EXPERT DOUBLE GLAZING AND WARM ROOF SPECIALISTS

Boasting over 25+ years experience in the industry, we are well practised in the
installation of ALL double and triple glazed windows, doors, and conservatories.

Get in touch with us today for a FREE bespoke quote
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N\ Selsdon Residents' Association

(DEYIVYYY

GAZETTE CHRISTMAS COVER COMPETITION

For Selsdon’s primary and nursery children
Closing date for entries Saturday 15 November

All you have to do is make an A4 sized, suitably seasonal,
drawing or painting. Put your name, address, school and date of
birth on the back and then pop it in any of the SRA committee
members' addresses listed on page 2 of the Gazette or via
KIBA, 119 Addington Road.

Your artwork can have any Christmas theme, but it has to be
your own work, nothing downloaded.

The orientation can be portrait or landscape but please
remember to leave a space for the Selsdon Gazette title or have
a full page design that would allow the title to be printed over it
and not spoil your picture.

The winning entry will be the colour cover for the December
Gazette, whilst the runner up will appear on the back cover.
There will be prizes for the winner and the runner up.

Remember you've got to be in it, to win it!

Update from our Local Police

This month the team have been working proactively to carry out hot spot
area patrols, tackle anti-social behaviour and to maintain and increase
community engagement. Part of this programme has involved working with
John Ruskin College, with officers carrying out a knife arch in the morning
Advertising Space Available |5



between the times students would be arriving at school. This resulted in a
quantity of drugs being seized and an offensive weapon being seized as
well as one arrest of an individual. Officers have also worked with John
Ruskin to tackle theft from the Esso petrol garage, where two individuals
were bought in for voluntary interviews. Students have been advised to
not enter the Esso petrol garage by their head teacher.

The officers were made aware by a local resident on Met engage about

a moped that had been left in a suspicious location for a couple of days.
Officers went to look for the moped and discovered it to be stolen. The
registered keeper was contacted who came and collected their moped. This
was a very good outcome for both the officers and the registered keeper.

While on mobile patrol, officers came across a car parked on a road that
appeared abandoned due to the condition that the car was left in. After
checks were done on the vehicle it became apparent that the vehicle had
no registered keeper and was on false plates. Due to no report being made
that the car had been stolen, we got in contact with the council who came
to recover and move the vehicle. During these patrols officers have also
carried out positive stop and searches of hot spot areas for Anti-social
behaviour. This has resulted in drugs being seized and taken off the streets
and suitable outcomes have been issued to the individuals involved.

Officers have also worked alongside the Dog Section Unit to carry out a
warrant on an address suspected to have a banned breed of dog living there.
This warrant resulted in one dog being seized as it was a banned breed.

Officers are still holding different events such as street
briefings and ‘Cuppa with a Copper’ Events. These are all
advertised on Met Engage, they happen monthly and we
would love to meet you, so please come along to these to
meet your local policing team. We are hand delivering letters
to individual streets, but everyone is invited to attend these
events. We hope these letters will make the invitation more
personal to encourage residents to come along. Details of these events can
be found on the Met Police website for each ward as well as Met Engage.
These are a brilliant chance for residents to meet their local officers and to
raise any concerns they may have.

Best wishes,
PC Summer Ross
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Contacting the Police
Please do not hesitate to contact your local police team if required:
Emergencies — 999, Non-emergency crime - 101

All phone numbers for each individual team are no longer used.
Residents should use the following email addresses which have
been recently updated:

Selsdon & Addington Village:
SNMailbox-SelsdonandAddingtonVillageSNT @met.police.uk
Selsdon Vale & Forestdale:
SNMailbox-SelsdonandForestdaleSNT@met.police.uk

Good Time for Gardening — November

It's getting colder and wetter as we draw into November. Trees are putting
on their autumn displays and winter stems start to come into their own.
Here are a list of jobs for you.

e Insulate your outdoor containers from frosts. Use hessian or bubble
wrap held in place with garden twine.

e Prevent containers becoming waterlogged by raising them off the
ground for the winter using bricks or ‘pot feet'.

e Encourage hungry birds into your garden by investing in bird baths and
bird feeders.

e Protect roses from wind-rock by pruning them by one-third to half their
height. This will stop them swaying in strong wind and prevent roots
coming loose in the soil.

e Remove fallen leaves from around the base of any rose bushes which
suffered from blackspot or rust this summer, to reduce the chance of
reinfection next year.

e Keep planting onion, shallot, and garlic sets. Dig over
heavy soils adding organic matter before planting.

e Place a scaffold plank on the ground along the main =7
access route into your plot. This allows access but h - _;f
prevents the soil compacting as you walk across it.

e Stake top-heavy brassica and leafy green plants. Draw up some soil
around the base of their stem to prevent wind from rocking the plant
and causing damage to the roots.

e Check over your summer harvest of onions and garlic, removing any
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rotting bulbs immediately. Try using onion bags to improve air flow
around the bulbs.

e Check stored potatoes and remove any that are rotting. Use hessian
sacks to store your potatoes to allow the crop to breathe.

e Plant out currant plants as bare roots this month, while they’re in their
dormant state. Plant bare root raspberry plants now for a delicious
home-grown crop.

e Tidy up your strawberry plants, cutting off any dead leaves and
removing runners.

e Prune apple and pear trees anytime between now and
February. Don't prune your plum trees now as they
will be susceptible to the silver leaf fungus - wait until
midsummer.

e Remove the top netting from fruit cages as heavy snow in
winter will make it sag.

e Aerate your lawn now before winter sets in. Either use a
lawn aerator or simply insert a garden fork at regular intervals and lean
it back slightly to let air in.

e Continue to clear fallen leaves off the lawn to keep it healthy using a
light rake.

e Edge the lawn. This is easier to do in the winter months once beds
are clear. Lawn edging creates
a neat and tidy appearance
and makes maintenance easier g
throughout the year.

e Reuse spent compost from
annual container displays as a
mulch on your garden beds and
borders.

e Sweep up debris and fallen
leaves from paths and beds to
prevent fungal spores, slugs and
snails from overwintering.

e Lift and relocate plants if you
need to when they are dormant.

e

Frederick, Cedric and Sunflower Sid
www.sandersteadhs.org
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CHRIS of CROYDON
Upholsterers

e Full re-upholstery service

® Dining room chairs, armchairs, sofas etc.

¢ All repairs including new padding, webbing,
replacement foam, springs etc.

e Huge range of fabrics and pattern books

® |eather restoration, replacement

FREE ESTIMATES

Due to increased costs and overheads, which we didn’t want to pass on
to customers, the business has closed its retail side and is now focused

on offering a more versatile mobile service.

For all your upholstery needs please call

020 8657 8580
for a prompt and helpful service!

S.K FASCIAS LTD
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

We specialise in: - UPVC Fascia, Soffit & Guttering
- Flat roofs, Roof repairs, pointing & tiling
- Driveways
- All general building work

FREE ESTIMATE ALL WORK GUARANTEED FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY
STEVE KING 07973 625 638

0777 993 3863
EMAIL: skf19591td@gmail.com
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UP TO 50% LESS THAN
A NEW FITTED KITCHEN

by simply replacing the doors and worktops

DREAM DOORS"®

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS

BEFORE

TRADITIONAL CONTEMPORARY

» Replacement kitchen doors 159 Shirley Road,

+ Cost effective made to measure solution Croydon, CRO 8SS

» Worktops and appliances Call us now for a free estimate:
» Quick installation in 2-3 days by 020 8656 7987

local professionals

Che@&ﬁzgﬂgﬁm 9.8/10 @ 3: ) é'-:& UK MANUFACTURED

dreamdoors.co.uk THE UK'S #1 KITCHEN MAKEOVER COMPANY
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Friends of Littleheath Woods

& 9%z, Fungal Foray

I -

F &% = Saturday 15 November

‘_‘% F = Afree, expert led, walk to discover what fungi can found in

Doy use Littleheath Woods.

Meet at 10am at the junction of Littleheath and Queenhill Roads, CR2 8DW.
The walk will take approximately 2 hours, m
depending on what we find, the weather and the e -
number of attendees. Please dress appropriately v

and be aware that the paths may be muddy and
the terrain is uneven. There is a stepped entrance
at the start and finish of the walk. Well behaved
dogs on leads welcomed.

Red Dots Before the Eyes in Littleheath Woods

Observant visitors to the woods will notice that some of the trees along the
western stretch of the Vanguard Way are now supporting red dots. This
is in preparation for the creation of a second ride following the success

of the one created between the two fields a couple of years ago. Rides
are linear, open corridors of access through a woodland, created to allow
sunlight to reach the ground and provide pathways for walking or vehicle
use. The forestry team is expected to start work here over this coming
winter.

Rides are an extremely important addition to woodlands, greatly enriching
and increasing biodiversity. Look out for more information on rides in the
next Gazette edition.

Chris Hyde, FOLW Work Party Co-Ordinator

~—~

SRA Autumn Clean Up Saturday 27 September

The sun shone brightly for our last community litter pick of the year. 29
happy helpers, including the 9th Selsdon Brownies, the SRA Committee
and our regular core of wonderful residents all collected a picker and sack
and set off to see what Selsdon had to offer in the way of litter.
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Only 1 gas canister this
time, but 3 individual
gardening gloves, crisp
packets, tissues, food
boxes, plastic bottles,
etc. On the whole, the

Y feeling was that the
litter was less than on
previous occasions and
in part it was thought
this might be due to the
sterling band of Selsdon
Street Champions (if
you would like to know
more about improving the environment in your local area, please contact
champions@croydon.gov.uk ) together with a growing awareness of how
much nicer Selsdon is without the litter.

Thank you to everyone who has helped in making Selsdon a cleaner place
to live and thank you to the Sir Julian Huxley, as always, for our well-earned
complimentary hot drink at the close of the pick. Always appreciated.

Su Yates

Friends of Selsdon Wood -7

Working to conserve our wood

Saturday 15th November at 1pm - Autumn/Winter

Tree Appreciation E?]' 3

- led by the Friends of Selsdon Wood ‘1 ﬁlﬂl %}
Meet at the Old Farleigh Road Car Park

~—~

St John the Divine, WW2 Bombing, continued

In last month’s piece we saw that Ted Frith records that the bombs which
caused severe damage to St John the Divine Church on 26" October
1940 were High Explosive (HE) Oil Bombs. However, oil bombs used
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T-m Ks rmnnlua Approved Master Installer

We are a flooring company based in Warlingham which has been supplying and laying
carpets and wood flooring for over 40 years. We supply and install all brands of carpets,
vinyl’s and wood/ laminate flooring. We also supply and install Karndean, Amtico and most
contract flooring. We are an approved master installer of Quick Step flooring, which is one
of the largest wood suppliers in the world where all installations are backed up and
guaranteed by Quick Step.

Whether it is a very small domestic job or a large commercial contract, we provide a very
professional installation from start to finish. All work is fully guaranteed and insured. We
hold an NVQ in Flooring and Health & Safety so you can be assured to receive a professional
service from a qualified and skilled installer.

Let us take the stress and legwork out of buying flooring. At a suitable time to you, we will
visit with a variety of samples so you can choose in the comfort of your own home, discuss
and compare with your existing colour scheme.

T Marks Flooring is based on a personal service and for that reason you will only ever deal
with one person - from estimate to installation — HOW SERVICE USED TO BE.

Why not give us a call for a free no obligation quote.

T: 0203 718 8898
M: 07836 201751
Email: tmarksflooring@sky.com

KIBA

KITCHEN & BATHROOM DESIGNS

QUALITY KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

» PLUMBING
» CENTRAL HEATING
» TILES

A unique one stop shop for
all your plumbing, tiling and
installation needs.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AND PLUMBING SHOP
Tel: 020 8657 1222

Fax: 020 8657 6660
Email: info@ki-ba.co.uk
Internet: www.ki-ba.co.uk

119 Addington Road
Selsdon, South Croydon
Surrey CR2 8LH
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ST JOHN THE DIVINE, SELSDON
PRESENTS OUR

e CHRISTMAS
MARKET

v, NOVEMBER 29th 2025
" FROM IIAM UNTIL 2PM

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE CHURCH HALL,
UPPER SELSDON ROAD,
SOUTH CROYDON, CR2 8DD

STALLS % TOMBOLA % RAFFLE 1
SANTA,S GRO-I_I_O ,-"\|_|. prl.‘_'.IC("l:'d.\ to
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS S
CHILDREN’S ARTS AND CRAFTS Bt Wari
BOOK STALL % CHUTNEYS Church!
LOCAL HONEY % LOCAL ARTWORK
HOT DRINKS AND CAKES
HOMEMADE CURRY

fﬂl FOR MORE INFO GO TO:
www.stjohnsselsdon.org.uk
bookingsstjohns@gmail.com

020 8657 9466
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in the first Blitz were only charged with sufficient HE, in the form of TNT
(Trinitrotoluene), to ignite the petrol / benzene mix.

A High Explosive Oil Bomb ( Flammenbombe)

The diagram shows a large incendiary bomb used by the
Germans, known as the Flam 500 (Flammenbombe) There
was also a 250kg version.

The Flam 500 was about 1.8m long with a diameter of
-« 0.5m, containing over 150kg of flammable material, an
== oil incendiary mixture of 30% benzene, 70% petroleum,
" with a TNT bursting charge.

These bombs were made of relatively thin material so did
not tend to penetrate deep into the ground but broke up
on impact. Failure was relatively common and the liquid
contents would spill without igniting. Due to poor reliability,
they were infrequently used after 1940.

Lol Caul

St John the Divine Detail of damage to St John the Divine
from Google Street View from photo in Croydon Library Archives

There is some confusion around whether the contemporary report of two HE

oil bombs is correct. The image, above right, is of blast damage to the Church
and, moreover, the nearby Hall is reported as being destroyed in the attack. The
Flammenbombe was designed to burst on impact and the report of oil being
washed away down the road indicates that not all the flammable liquid ignited.
At this time in the Blitz the Nazis were combining High Explosive and Oil bombs
in their nighttime raids:

On the night of 20" September 1940 Bennetts Avenue and Langland Gardens in
Shirley received 1 HE Bomb and 1 Oil Bomb.

On the night of 22" September 1940 Coombe Farm received 1 HE Bomb and
1 Oil Bomb.
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On the night of 5" October, 1940, the Selsdon Park Road area received 2 HE
Bombs and 1 Oil Bomb. It therefore seems likely that ‘our’ flammenbomben
were accompanied by ‘conventional’ high explosive bombs and the damage
to our Church and Hall was caused by them, not incendiary oil bombs.

Sir Arthur Harris, wartime Head of Bomber Command, wrote after the war:
“In the early days of bombing, our notion, like that of the Germans, was to
spread an attack out over the whole night, thereby wearing down the morale
of the civilian population. The result was, of course, that an efficient fire
brigade could tackle a single load of incendiaries, put them out, and wait in
comfort for the next to come along; they might also be able to take shelter
when a few high explosives bombs were dropping. But it was observed that
when the Germans did get an effective concentration, then our fire brigades
had a hard time; if a rain of incendiaries is mixed with high explosives bombs
there is a temptation for the fireman to keep his head down.”

lan Leggatt

Again, | am indebted to the journals of Ted Frith for the germ of this article.
Research into the type of incendiary bombs which were dropped by the
Nazis in the Blitz made me query whether the contemporary account was
correct. My further investigation leaves me convinced that St John the
Divine, on the night of 26! October 1940, took hits of High Explosive and
at least one Oil Bomb.

The details of the Germans Oil

Bomb are from the excellent Bombs BOB CAVE

information regarding local hits of HE

bombs combined with Oil Bombs is

from the Facebook site ‘Croydon at INSTALLATIONS SERVICING &
War’ which is a highly detailed source MAINTENANCE

of information relating to the impact

on Croydon, Military and Civilian, FULLY INSURED

during both World Wars. WORK GUARANTEED
The contemporary report reproduced NO JOB TOO SMALL

in last month’s article, states that
the bombing took place ‘exactly 5
years after the new church had been GAS SAFE REGISTERED
consecrated’. However, the Church
was consecrated on 17" October

1936. The foundation stone was TEL: 020 8657 2803

dedicated on 26" October 1936, 5 MOBILE: 07973 292027
years prior to the bombing.
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PO TEGCH 020 8651 1151

CENTRE LTD
For all your Computer needs

*New PC’s custom built *Repairs and upgrades
*New Laptops *Networking support
*Gaming computers *Wireless Networking
*Printers and scanners *Callout Service

*Ink cartridges and paper *Home Installation
*Individual components *Data Retrieval

*Second hand PCs available *Business support

*Second hand Laptops *Polite, Friendly and caring

169 Selsdon Park Road, Forestdale, South Croydon, CR2 8JJ

Soft Tissue Therapy uses advanced techniques
to alleviate tight, tense muscle, tendons & ligaments,
aiding recovery and rehabilitation from
sporting & non-sporting injuries.
Helping you get back to yourself faster.

% .|

—
7 a O

Gentle ease from:

Back Pain & Sciatica
Neck & Shoulder Pain

JUl'le Norns Hip & Knee Pain

Soft Tissue Therapist E " Hand & Elbow Pain
Croham Clinic Plantar Fasciitis

48 Chapel View Whiplash
CR2 7LF 07988 938 711 Arthritis

www.JulieNorris.co.uk
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your own home

Home® From one-hour visits through
Quality Care in Your Home to 24/7 live-in care

r nght Trusted care and support in
0

b i3
1
We help you or your loved one to remain independently at home by supporting with:

e Washing and Dressing, Medication, Food preparation, Light housework,
Errands, Outings, Appointments and Companionship.

e We specialise in Dementia, Stroke, MS, Parkinsons and Mobility support.

Our carers are carefully selected for their friendliness, empathy and communication skills.
Our team is trained to our high standards ensuring they deliver a quality service to you.

We provide hourly care, live in care, respite and home from hospital care.
We cover Selsdon, Sanderstead and surrounding areas with our locally based team.

\.. 020 8656 6921 %‘% Qcareouanty

Commission

RATING (TI)

¥4 enquiries.croydon@rightathome.co.uk * OUTSTANDING
for being Well Led
@ www.rightathome.co.uk/croydon g $€€ Our reviews in

@Y homecare.co.uk
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;. Professional, Friendly
& Quality Care

PINEWOOD Tree SUI'geI'y Garden Care
TREE & GARDEN CARE + Tree Removal + Garden Maintenance
+ Pruning + Hedge Trimming
+ Pollarding + Hedge Reduction
+ Crown Lifting + Planting
+ Crown Thinning + Garden & Site
+ Crown Reduction Clearance

Call us for a
chat and a free,
no obhligation
quote on:

hello@pinewoodtreeandgarden.co.uk

07931 311 442

www.pinewoodtreeandgarden.co.uk

g%ve“h OVEN CLEANING

— cleanmaster now-
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HUBBARD P TORLOT

ESTATE AGENTS

MEET THE TEAM

. = LA e
lan Hubbard Elaine Torlot Simon Amon Steve Smith
DIRECTOR DIRECTOR SALES MANAGER SALES CONSULTANT

lan prides himself in delivering Moving can be an excifing fime but af Simon has over 30 years Steve is a local resident and
exceptional customer service to his the same fime emofional and stresshd, experience in the industry having starfed his career in Esiate
dients and is very honds on with Eloine works firelessly io moke every maonaged numerous branches Agency in the sarly 1980
the doy-lo-day activilies within the move o3 smooth o3 possible. Being a and has goined o wealth of and has exlensive experience
office. As o local resident, lan is local resident, Eloine hos vost knowledge  experionce, most of which is os n residentiol and commercial
of the local area coupled with her 30 plus valuer although he can turn his soles and leftings.

both passionate and knowledgeable
abaout the orea ond its surroundings.  years of exparience bringing o personal hand fo anything thot presents
and toilored approach 1o your move, itself within the maoving process.

et ol | _
Bernadette Atkinson  Hayley Rozario Lucy Barretto
SALES CO-ORDINATOR SALES PROGRESSOR
Lucy commenced her coreer in

Kim Mitchell-Gears
DIRECTORS PA TEAM ADMINISTRATOR /
& OFFICE MANAGER OFFICE CO-ORDINATOR Hayley brings o wealth of

Kim has o passion for property P:"_""'dem "o"'ll'“" “;f_"ﬂe: P exparience in customer service, property 4 yeors aga with & keen
and has o wealth of knowledge A T o i and attention fo interest i property. Lucy enjoys sale
in the property market having manogement ""_L°"d°"- B_e""m detail. Mow diving into o field she's  progression in frying to succeed with

warked in every ospect of hes u‘wo;rs‘bee.n inferested in property,  canyinely passionate about, Hayley every challenge thot moy unfold

property for in excess of having worked in xe:el estote law and is has found her stride in property. throughoul the maving process.

20 years. an avid viewsr of property shows. Born with a natural knock for
working with people.

Louis Lam Aviniya Bloomfield
WEEKEND /

Fiona Martin Amy Peto
NEGOTIATOR & SALES NEGOTIATOR JUNIOR SALES
HOME VIEWER Amy hos olways had an inferest in NEGOTIATOR PART TIME ASSISTANT
properly and people. Amy brings Louis is our newest recruit and Awiniya is currenily on undergroduate
with her immense anthusiasm, has joined Hubbard Torlol os student ot fhe university of Warwick.
Aviniyo has alwoys hod an inlerest
in reol estale which led her o
complefing her work experience and

a Junier Nagotiator, Louis hos
securing a posiion of Hubbard Tordol.

Ficna grew up locally
and has a sirong customer : T "
sarvice bodkground: I attenfion to delail, is methodical
ik ond always goes above ond beyond o iy passion for property
whenever possible, and helping applicants find

their new home.

and residential letings.
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We recently learned about the death of one of the distinguished sons
of Selsdon, Mathew Frith, on 14™ August, a sad loss at only 64 years
old from a brain tumour. Here Pam Holden pays tribute to him.

MATHEW FRITH, Urban Nature Conservationist

Mathew was the first son of Ted and Margaret Frith of Queendhill
Road. Ted, SRA secretary for many years, wrote numerous articles on the
history of Selsdon. Mathew also contributed with interesting nature notes.

From his cub-scouting days in Selsdon, Mathew showed a wide
knowledge of insects and plants and impressed his young friends and
scouters when searching with his butterfly net on cub holidays. Later he
discovered a Busy Lizzie during his expedition to Highland Cameroon
which bears his name, Impatiens frithii.

During his life Mathew championed the preservation of valuable sites,
such as Hutchinsons’s Bank, a narrow 35-acre strip in Addington famed
for its high diversity of butterflies and moths and a rich selection of chalk-
loving plants, Woodberry Wetlands in Hackney, and his beloved Croham
Hurst where he roamed as a child with his siblings, Penny and Toby.

In 2023 he received an MBE for services to the natural environment.

Here are the words from his colleagues at the London Wildlife Trust.

It is with the deepest sadness that we share the news that our dear friend

and colleague, Mathew Frith (Director of Research), has passed away

after a long illness. Mathew was, in many ways, the heart and soul of
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London Wildlife Trust. His passion for nature, his commitment to London’s
wild spaces, and his unwavering belief in the power of community have
shaped the Trust into what it is today.

For decades, Mathew championed the idea that London’s wildlife and
people are inseparable. His leadership and insight have guided countless
nature conservation and recovery projects in London and inspired new
generations of conservationists. Whether it was creating wetlands like
Woodberry, protecting woodlands like Sydenham Hill, or speaking up for
urban nature in the face of immense challenges, Mathew approached
everything with humility, courage, and a rare generosity of spirit.

Beyond his extraordinary professional achievements, Mathew had the gift
of making everyone feel valued, listened to, and supported. His warmth,
humour, kindness and occasionally grumpiness (mainly at computers)

will be remembered so fondly by all who had the privilege of knowing

and working alongside him. We are taking time as an organisation to
remember Mathew properly and to honour his legacy. We will share details
soon about how we will honour Mathew’s life, and please do share your
own memories of Mathew with us.

Mathew’s vision and dedication to London’s nature recovery will live on in
the work we all do for the wild places he loved, for the forgotten corners of
London and for the people he inspired.

~—~

The SRA has had several enquiries about the legal use of e-scooters in
Selsdon, so I did some research and found this information from the
Metropolitan Police.

E-SCOOTERS AND THE LAW

What is the law on e-scooters?

Currently in the UK, you can legally buy an e-scooter,
but you cannot ride it on a public road, cycle lane or
pavement. The only place it can be used is on private » C-="00
land.

The reason for this is that e-scooters are treated as motor vehicles by the
Department of Transport and are subject to the same legal requirement as
other vehicles, such as MOT, licensing, tax and insurance. Because they
don’t always have number plates, signalling ability or visible rear lights,
they cannot be used legally on the roads.
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4
Woodside Timber

56 Spring Lane South Norwood SE25 4SP

Fencing Decking
Sawn Prepared
Boards Mouldings

Sleepers
Give us a call or go to our :
website: ﬁ\/ )
020 8654 1256 Y

sidetimber.co.

-

Advertising Space Available 33



YOUR OLD VIDEO TAPES
& CINE FILMS TRANSFERRED TO

MP4% /

surreyvideo.co.uk Q

0203 252 2055 [ i53ton

: e SELSDON
surreyvideo@btinternet.com | CROYDON

M, G, Turrell, Roofing

{ Over 30 years experience

" No Job to Small. Tile repairs,
Flat Roofs, Chimneys, Point-

ing, lead work, guttering. New PVC Fag-

cia’s, Soffitg, this will reduce your outside

decorating. General minor houge repairs.

For more details with no Obligation.

Tel 020 8657-4245, Mob 07808092011

34
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What happens if | am stopped by the police?

The police will advise you on the law and may ask you to take your

e-scooter home. They may, however, still penalise you depending on the

seriousness of the offence. If caught riding an e-scooter, fines you may

receive can include:

e A Fixed Penalty Notice for no insurance, with a £300 fine and six
penalty points

e AFixed Penalty Notice for no driving licence, up to £100 and three-six
penalty points.

Other offences which may result in penalties include riding on the footpath,

using a mobile phone, riding through red lights and drink drive offences.

There are some trial areas in the UK where hire e-scooters are available.

In the UK, to legally use a hired e-scooter in trial areas, you must hold

a valid driving licence (full or provisional with category Q), be over 16,

and have insurance (provided by the rental company). E-scooters can be

used on the road (excluding motorways) and in cycle lanes, but not on

pavements. You also need to follow the safety and rider guidance from the

operator, which includes:

- a maximum speed limit often around 15.5 mph, and some areas may
have slower “go-slow” zones.

- solo riding. E-scooters are not designed for two people, so riding with
a passenger is not permitted.

- no intoxication. You must not be under the influence of alcohol, drugs,
or any other substance that could impair your ability to ride safely

- protective equipment. While not always legally required, wearing a
helmet is strongly recommended, especially at the recommended
maximum speed.

~—~

SRA Grow the Largest Vegetable Competition

The winner of the Selsdon Residents’ Association ‘Grow the
\ Largest Vegetable Competition’ was Pauline Whitfield with her

heirloom ltalian ‘Zucchetta Tromba d’Albenga’. This is also

g / known as “Trombetta” or “Tromboncino”. Zucchetta are long
\ _~ and curved, with a bulb at the end. If picked when young (6-10

inches), you can cook them like courgettes or if you let them get
larger you can roast them like a squash. The skin hardens up some as they
get larger. They vine like a pumpkin, so have to be given plenty of space.
Pauline’s weighed in at 3.25kg (71b 2.40z) with a length of 127cm (50
inches). Well done!
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| must also congratulate our other = =%
entries which reached impressive |
sizes considering the dry summer.
To mention a few outstanding
vegetables:

Chris’s 14cm diameter aubergine
lan’s 28.5cm runner beans

Jan & Geoff’s 43.2cm courgette
Jackie’s 30cm cucumber
Shirley’s 12cm diameter, mass 3679, tomato.

~—~

Quiz about Trees

The week from 22" to 30" November is National Tree Week, so here is a
quiz to test your knowledge about trees.

1. Which trees are a traditional feature of churchyards? ;,:--fj"-_w
. . eV 2
2. Which tree’s leaves are the symbol of The National A %&ﬁrﬁ LA,
Trust? \égﬂu Véffr
3. The bark of which tree is also known as “nature’s J |,
aspirin”? '

4. Can you name the only country named after a tree?

5. What common name is given to eucalyptus trees because of the way
many exude sap from any break in their bark?

6. What is dendrochronology?
7. In which county is England’s largest forest?

8. Which football team is nicknamed the Cherries, after their
stadium was built on a cherry tree orchard?

9.  Which popular garden tree has yellow pea-flowers which are
sometimes called golden chain or golden rain?

10. What type of 20 metre tall Christmas tree is normally donated by
Norway for Trafalgar Square?

Answers after the Nature Notes
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ELMES

HOMECARE

Stay safe, stay haple and stay in your own
rd winning care team at

home with our awa
Elmes Homecare

Elmes Homecare’s new office at 3 Selsdon Parade
supports our clients in the borough of Croydon

Get in touch and find out how we can help you or your
loved one with :

e Meal preparation

o Companionship
e Respite care

o Personal care
« Medication support .

Telephone: 020 3340 3020
Email: maileelmeshomecare.com

Live-in care

Web: www.elmeshomecare.com
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7/ SANDERSTEAD
YL/ WINDOWS

A STYLISH RANGE OF WINDOWS & DOORS

Here at Sanderstead Windows we offer a stylish range of windows and doors. Our attention to
detail, the quality of products and the care for those who use our products is what ensures we
deliver unrivalled standards of customer service and workmanship every time.

We offer quotes and are there to help you with any m
questions you have. Whether you are looking to replace existing windows APFROVED
WINDOW & 0OOR INSTALLER

or are starting a new construction project, we have the product to suit you.

GET IN TOUCH FOR YOUR

0208 106 0282

ENQUIRIES@SANDERSTEADWINDOWS.CO.UK
WWW.SANDERSTEADWINDOWS.CO.UK
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AN GAZETTE COVER :
35\ COMPETITION TO CELEBRATE =~ #nfi%
/  THE 100™ ANNIVERSARY OF 100"
N’ THE SELSDON RESIDENTS' Bkt
ASSOCIATION

For all ages
Closing date for entries Saturday 13 December

In January 2026 the Selsdon Residents’ Association will be
celebrating its 100™ anniversary. There will be a special colour edition
of the Selsdon Gazette and we are inviting you to design the cover. All
you have fo do is make an A4 sized drawing or painting depicting this
special occasion. Put your name and address on the back and then pop
it in any of the SRA committee members' addresses listed on page 2
of the Gazette or via KIBA, 119 Addington Road.

Your artwork has to be your own work, nothing downloaded.

The orientation can be portrait or landscape but please remember to
leave a space for the Selsdon Gazette title or have a full page design
that would allow the title to be printed over it and not spoil your picture.
The winning entry will be used as the colour cover for the January Gazette.

Remember you've got to be in it, to win it!

Ark-Toberfest 2025

Maria and Matt of the Golden Ark on Selsdon High Street held their annual
‘Ark-Toberfest’ from Thursday 16th — Sunday 19th October.

There were 10 casks of beers and 5 ciders from far and wide, and different
types and strengths on offer. Don’t you just love the names of the beers?

e Elusive Brewery — ‘Level up 33’ (5.0%) an American red from
Wokingham, Berkshire
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e Tatton Brewery — ‘Blonde’ (4.0%), a blonde ale from Knutsford,
Cheshire

e A collaboration of Buxton Brewery, New Bristol Brewery & Loughran
Brewers Select - ‘Peaks and Portways (4.8%), a steam beer from
Buxton, Derbyshire

e Anarchy Brewery — ‘Boot Boys’ (5.0%), a brown ale from Newcastle
Tyne & Wear

e Bragdy Dwy Afon Brewery — ‘Stowt’ (4.3%), a welsh stout from
Llanbadarn, Ceredigion

e Colbier Brewery — ‘Minor’ (3.2%), a mild from Bootle, Merseyside

e Nightjar Brewery — ‘Wallace & Comet’ (4.0%), a session pale from
Mytholmroyd, West Yorkshire

e Elephant School Brewery -’"Mango Unchained’ (7.2%), an IPA from
Brentwood, Essex

e Blue Coastal — ‘Sea’s the Day’ (4.3%), best bitter from Bude, Cornwall

e Titsey Brewery — Green with Ernest (3.7%), a green hop beer from
Tatsfield, Surrey

e Newton Court Brewery — ‘Dunking Duck’ (3.4%), a fruit cider from
Leominster, Herefordshire

e Ashover Brewery — ‘Oak Cask’ (7.0%), a dry cider from Ashover,
Derbyshire

e Temple Brewery — ‘Henre Huffcap’ (5.7%), a perry from Beaminster,
Dorset

e Temple Brewery — ‘Somerset Redstreak’ (6.5%), a dry cider from
Beaminster, Dorset

e Snails Bank Brewery — ‘Apple Hog’ (4.5%), a medium cider from
Pencombe, Herefordshire

We can all look forward to Ark-Toberfest 2026!
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We welcome your letters so do please get in
L< = Edﬂﬂ’b touch if you have something to share with Selsdon
) residents.

) ‘L'==w Please remember to state your name, address,
contact number and publication anonymity requirements in all
correspondence to the Editor. Anonymity can be granted on request,
but anonymously sent letters/e-mails will not be published.

~~

I received this letter in favour of cutting the grass in our local parks.
Dear Editor

| am aware there are many opinions about whether or not to cut grass and
generally | enjoy it being left to grow.

However, living so close to Selsdon Recreation Ground it was clear that
when the grass was left uncut for long periods there were very few people
visiting. With the exception of the many dog walkers of course!

This year with the grass being kept shorter, families have returned with
their picnics, people are sitting around in groups chatting and children are
playing and kicking footballs. It's very heartwarming to see the recreation
ground being enjoyed by everyone.

Name and address supplied.

~~

Here a local resident raises a safety issue along the high street

Dear Editor,

I don’t know who's idea it was to put down pavement stickers with the “Love
Selsdon” logo but this morning | slipped on one of these and twisted my
knee. Fortunately, apart from a grazed hand that was the only damage, but
it did occur to me that people with walking disabilities, particularly the elderly
and infirmed, would likely suffer worst if the same were to happen to them.

Could | suggest that either they are removed or some warning notice is
put in the next addition of the Selsdon Gazette.

Name and Address supplied
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I raised this issue with our Councillors.

Councillor Robert Ward believes that they were put down after the COVID
lockdowns to encourage residents to shop locally again. Hopefully,

they will be removed after our High Street receives it cleaning blitz in
November. In the meantime, take care.

~~

Poetry Corner

After a hot, dry summer Mary Gill considers the importance of rain.

REFRESHED

Suddenly - rain falls - as the compassionate sky
spills its tears onto the parched land.

A shrivelled world feels its prayers finally answered -
the cracked dirt can scarcely take it in.

Wilted flowers flirt — aroused by the moisture.

Dry, dying plants offer silent thanks.

Fawn lawns stretch out in anticipation P
as the long-promised rain finally arrives. o
Dusty drops of water trickle from the gutters.

Rain drops - like silver coins -tumble from the slate grey sky while the sun
hides behind the cloud-borne resurrection.

" 7 7,
I ‘f,

Dragon-flies dance above the small garden pond,
mirroring the skipping splashes on its surface.

As the forecast forewarned - thunderous storms are brewing -
flashes of lightning - torrential rain.

Exhilarated by the excitement of the storm,

we stand exultant at the window.
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HMeartfelt

Every fSté"p

Aver‘}?fl i ‘ Purley Gardens

CARE HOME
Scan to see our
We offer high-quality residential, nursing, dementia and respite exclusive offers

care in a welcoming and engaqging environment. Arrange a visit
to discover comfort, companionship, and expert care.

Learn more about our heartfelt care

020 3199 0467 averyhealthcare.co.uk

Russell Hill Road, Purley, Surrey, CR8 2LF
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NIRG
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

New Roofs - Slate Tiles
Roof Repairs
Lead Work
Flat Roof System
Work Guaranteed

Proud members of

Checfc'(atrade com

reputation matter

Tel: 020 8657 8901
Mob: 07958 616008
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Here Ted considers our feathered friends.
Nature Notes from Ted Forsyth — Plumage

Feathers are temporary structures which need to be replaced from time
to time. During a walk in the woods, you might find a long brown flight
feather discarded by a moulting pheasant, then a few moments later

be entranced by the brilliant blue pattern on a small feather from a jay.
Recent discoveries, particularly in China, show that some dinosaurs grew
colourful feathers on their bodies, perhaps used in aggressive displays
between males and as an attraction to the opposite sex. It was only much
later that dinosaur feathers had anything to do with flight.

The wing of a bird is not rigid like that of a glider but is jointed and allows
flexibility — it is, after all, the bird’s hand and arm. With something like
10,000 species of bird on the planet it is to be expected that there is much
variety in how the wings are used.

Birds are never as heavy as they look since their
bones are largely hollow. Alarge bird like a vulture
will spend much of its time in the air soaring and
gliding from one thermal or up draught to another, so
its weight will be supported on relatively stiff wings. A
species like a peregrine can also soar and glide as

it searches for a target, but once it has picked out its victim it moves into
high speed flapping flight which might end in a spectacular
stoop or dive at a remarkable speed. Sparrowhawks and
goshawks can also “drop out of the sky” but as they are
largely woodland birds their wing and feather structure
allows them to fly rapidly through a forest in pursuit of
prey. Akestrel, on the other hand, prefers to view its prey
by hovering in the air, usually with the help of a breeze. Some terns also
hover before plunging to collect their food. A tawny owl is a perch and wait
predator which will watch or listen for signs of movement before pouncing
on the prey item which could be a vole, wood mouse, beetle, earthworm
or frog depending on the local territory. A barn owl hunts by patrolling in
flight over vegetation and has a feather structure including “powder down”
feathers which allows it to fly silently — the prey cannot hear it coming and
the owl can listen for the squeaks of potential prey.

There are some bird species which do not fly — ostriches, kiwis and
penguin for example. Penguins have wings which are more like flippers,
being covered in modified feathers, and could be said to “fly” when moving
underwater. Kiwi's feathers are so modified that they resemble hairs,
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which is convenient for a bird which breeds in holes in the ground and
which wanders around amongst vegetation.

The plumage of a small bird is often colourful (chaffinch, bullfinch) to
advertise its presence to neighbours or prospective mates, while another
may be relatively drab (wren, chiffchaff) to hide it from predators.

Dippers hunt by swimming, walking and “flying” underwater so need
plumage which is relatively waterproof. Cormorants also hunt while
beneath the water surface but can often be seen perched somewhere with
open wings as they wait for their plumage to dry.

In the various tropical parts of the world there is a dazzling array of
coloured plumages and birds with long tails which are often used in mating
displays — but that will have to be a story for another time.

~~

Answers to the Quiz about Trees

Yews (Taxus baccata)

Oak

Willow

Brazil

Gum trees

Calculating a trees age by counting its rings
Northumberland

Bournemouth

. Laburnum

0. Norway Spruce

SO NooaRrON =

Selsdon Baptist Church
Everyone is welcome to
‘Carols & More'

Sunday 14th December from 4pm
Featuring the Norwood Wind Ensemble
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Scouts: More than just a club

Does your child spend a lot of time on their phone playing games, or do
they harbour a passion for learning and experiencing new things? Are
you looking for a fun way for them to get outside, make friends and learn
lifelong skills? Scouts might just be the answer.

Scouts is a worldwide youth
movement that helps young people
learn important life skills through
fun outdoor adventures. There’s
something for everyone, whether

it be cooking, hiking, water sports,
T theatre, writing or first aid.

For parents, Scouts is a clear
win. Studies show that children
who are in association with
scouts become confident,
respectful and responsible as Scouts teaches them to be disciplined, with
the added bonus of learning skills taught nowhere else.

Scouting is for everyone aged 4 and over. The general running time for
scouts themselves is between the ages of 4 and 18, but after 18 it doesn’t
have to be over. You can become an unpaid volunteer, helping out in a
troop, even progressing to being a leader. Additionally, you can even make
a career out of it, managing districts and going to the corporate side of the
World Scout Association.

For kids themselves, Scouts is a place for great experiences. A younger
child may enjoy their first sleepover with their troop in tents indoors, while a
cub will start to learn basic first aid skills and go on their first hike. Older kids
will explore multi-day hiking expeditions all throughout the countryside, even
travelling to different countries in national and worldwide events such as the
World Scout Jamboree (a gathering attended by around 30,000 scouts of
various ages from all over the world). Scouts “learn by doing”, which means
firsthand experiences are a guaranteed part of the journey. With over 200
different badges to earn, there’s something for everyone.

Scout troops often collaborate with local governments and charities,
offering children (and volunteering adults!) the chance to give back to their
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community in the form of litter picking at a local park, making sandwiches
for the less fortunate (through a charity) or helping out/ hosting a
fundraiser for a cause or charity.

Adults and parents can get a chance to join in the fun by volunteering to
become one of the leaders at a troop, going on adventures.
Scouts say:

“It's really fun and | love how everyone is so supportive and teamwork is
really good at scouts” -Emilia, a scout from the “28th Croydon” troop.

So, pick up that rucksack, and slide on your hiking boots and join the Scout
movement. It's more than a club; it's a way of life that sculpts you to become
the best version of yourself while embracing what makes you YOU.

By Mishka Gandhi

Selsdon’s Neighbourhood Care

Contact

Selsdon Community Centre v .
132 Addington Road Contact
South Croydon, CR2 8LA People Whs Coane

Tel: 020 8651 4944
Fax: 020 8657 2268
Email: info@selsdoncontact.org.uk

We are here to help

Contact is a Neighbourhood Care
organisation that provides practical
help, advice, support and information
to the local community. With our
accessible minibus, we offer regular,
escorted shopping trips to Warlingham
Sainsbury’s— plus a variety of other
excursions including garden centres, museums, cinema, etc.

We also offer
* Advice — Information - Assistance with form completion
* Transport to local medical appointments — Befriending
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Selsdon Spice NIGHT BANQUET
Traditional Indian Restaurant & Toke Away

n nd Wedn
*  Open 6 days a week [5pm -10:30pm ] S d'ay and Weg BSde
(Tuesday closed) £14.95 per person
(Dine in only)
Choose from our menu
e Any 1 starter of your choice
Any 1 Main dish (upto

£10.95)
. Any side dish &
e Any1 Rice or Naan of your
& | choice.
Address: 4 Selsdon Parade, T&C Apply.
Addington Road, South Croydon, CR2 = = m mm m rm ims s s s s
8LH '
020 8651 6602
020 8651 6603
ACC ESS VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
416 Brighton Road
GARAGE DOORS South Croydon, CR2 6AN
B = T T
- I | ks | | \
. 1] \ ' \1
;: = | = ! 1 1‘ | N i
| — = = | |
= |— L

Explore our huge range of styles and designs available!

Garage Doors | Front Doors | Awnings

Book Free Survey
Call 020 8681 7989

or visit www.accessgaragedoors.com » [=]
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./ A COMEDY THRILLER
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» Short term loan of wheelchairs, walking frames and wheeled walking
supports

« Communication with clients through regular telephone calls and
newsletters

Help us to help you...

Contact is supported by the local churches and by voluntary donations.
Could you help us to secure our future by volunteering—or by making a
donation? Every penny donated helps support our services in our local

community. Thank you

Find us: lower ground floor of the Selsdon Community Centre building (next
to the Jubilee Café) Office hours — Monday to Friday — 10 am until 3 pm

Charitable Incorporated Organisation. Registered Charity 1124346

~~

Selsdon
Community
Clubhouse

Our Newly Decorated Entrance

Calling All Local Businesses —
Let’s Support Our Neighbours!
https://www.jj-solutions.com have
kindly sponsored some games and
activities for our clients to play and
enjoy. We>re now inviting other
local businesses to partner with us
in supporting older residents in our
community.

The Selsdon Community Clubhouse provides a warm, welcoming space
where the 60+ community can enjoy friendship, activities, and a good
meal. Sponsorships from local companies help us to keep our services
affordable and vibrant — and in return, we proudly acknowledge our
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sponsors in our Clubhouse and publicity materials.

If your business would like to make a real difference locally to some of our
clients, please contact us at 0208 651 1111 or email: office@selsdoncentre.
org and we can talk about a mutually beneficial arrangement.

Christmas Lights Switch-on

We are proud to be attending the Lights switch-on on Fri 28th November and
will have lots of Christmas goodies and some handmade Christmas cards
available to buy. We look forward to seeing you all and to meeting Santa!

Entertainment

Baseless Fabric Opera came to sing at the Clubhouse and gave us all a
marvellous hour of wonderful singing and piano accompaniment by this
amazing duo. We would thoroughly recommend them and will be asking
them to return again next year. On that note, if any musicians or small
groups would be interested in coming to entertain our clients, we’d be
pleased to hear from you to discuss your music style and how it might fit in
with our plans. Tel: 0208 651 1111 or email: office@selsdoncentre.org

Don’t forget that our regular lunch club is open on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays - please come and join us for refreshments, a delicious home-
cooked lunch, activities and great interaction with your peers.

~~

Sanderstead
& Selsdon

Craft Fair — 15" November 11am - 3pm - All Saints Church Hall, Sanderstead
Come along & enjoy the variety of stalls & crafts, & have a cuppa & a
burger or some cake.

Rotary

Christmas is coming — with Santa on his rounds

Santa comes to Selsdon High Street for the switching on of
the SRA’'s Christmas lights on Friday 28" November at 5pm.

Santa will begin his rounds from Tuesday 2nd until Friday 19th
December visiting Selsdon, Sanderstead & Hamsey Green,
and outside the shops on Elmfield Way on Christmas Eve.
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2024 Christmas Routes in Selsdon

Thursday 4 December Bird Sanctuary
Sandpiper Road, Nightingale Road, Bullfinch Road, Martin Close, Mallard Road,
Kingfisher Gardens, Goldfinch Road, Kittiwake Close and Quail Gardens.

Friday 5 December Norfolk Avenue Area
Norfolk Avenue, Ridge Langley, Arundel Avenue, Crozier Drive.

Monday 8 December Byron Road Area
Byron Road, Queenhill Road, Rylandes Road, Foxearth Road, Littleheath Road.

Wednesday 10 December Kersey Drive Area
Kersey Drive and Closes on the way down the hill, some of Benhurst
Gardens, Sundale Avenue and Elmpark Gardens.

Thursday 11 December Sundale Avenue Area
Rest of Sundale Avenue, Elmpark Gardens and Benhurst Gardens. Ashen Vale,
Wren Close, Thorold Close, Ambleside Gardens, York Road, Greville Avenue.

To book a Santa Shout Out visit us at:
www.rotarysandersteadandselsdon.com or
www.facebook.com/rotarycroydonsouth

Any enquiries please ring Chief EIf; 07774 186792

If you would like to help Santa please get in touch — 07774 186792 —
Secretary@rotarysandersteadandselsdon.com

SHIRLEY SINGERS
Christmas Concert

Saturday 29 November 2025 at 7.30pm
Shirley Methodist Church, CR0 8SD
Tickets £12.50

To book email PETERCRAWFORD@BLUEYONDER.CO.UK
or call 020 8656 1794
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Can you help keep the Selsdon
Christmas Lights shining brightly?

Without increasing our income, we do not know how many more years we
can keep our fantastic Christmas Lights. To help raise funds, the SRA has
joined Easyfunding under the name ‘SelsdonChristmaslights’.

Please consider supporting the Selsdon Christmas Lights when you are
doing your Christmas shopping online or your weekly supermarket shop
online. To raise a donation when you shop online, at no cost to you, start
with the Easyfundraising app or website https://www.easyfundraising.org.
uk/causes/selsdonchristmaslights/ . Over 8000 brands including M&S,
Argos, John Lewis, Tesco and more will donate to the Lights as you shop.

Please tell as many people as possible about this easy and financially
painless way to support our local worthy cause. The more people you can
pass the link to, the more we will raise.

WHAT TO DO

—

Use the link above to go to the correct easyfundraising webpage

2. Make a free account and if you request that the automatic reminder
link is added to your tool bar then it will appear on your screen
whenever you go to a participating seller's website.

Search for a retailer and select.

Now on the retailers site make your purchase as usual.

A donation is made by the retailer to Selsdon Lights when you pay
for your goods.

aobrw
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Home Remedies
Need a Handyman?

For the maintenance and DIY
jobs your home requires.

Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry, DIY,
Garden work, Patios, Home Media,
Flat packed furniture assembly,
Kitchen and bathroom installation.

No job too small
Call Ian

Email: Home.Remedies@hblueyonder.co.uk

For a Free Quote

Abbots Green, Croydon, Surrey

Mobile: 07868740307
rele: 0208 656 9226

TechTroniX

Support Ltd
Services we offer:
* Laptop and PC set up, tune ups &
repairs
* Virus & malware removal
* Wi-Fi & internet troubleshooting
* Printer & device set up
* Email, back up & cloud help
* Data transfer, recovery and backups

* Help for Seniors — patient, jargon-free
support

Why choose us:
* Local, friendly & professional service
* No call-out fee in your area

Contact/WWhats app 07933 685337
Email: info@ttsupport.uk

oy

ire22

lexandra.

area for about 9 years.

and decorating.

jobIdo.

(’i‘i} ALEXANDRA DECORATING

mail.com

I have been doing painting and decorating in the Croydon
I help people refresh their spaces with clean, quality painting

Whether it’s a full makeover or just a touch-up, I bring a
careful eye, reliable work and a bit of creative flair to every

Feel free to contact me anytime and I will come back to you
to organise a meeting followed by a personalised quote.
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oELSDON HALL CRAFTERS
Selsdon Community Hall CR2 8LA

22nd of
.informa__tlon

a 07801371744
@) @selsdonhallcrafters

@ selsdonhallcrafters@yahoo.com
S LA T
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A SELECTED LIST OF SELSDON ORGANISATIONS

CHURCHES
St John the Divine (C of E) Parish Office
Selsdon Baptist Church Office
St Columba'’s (Roman Catholic)
St Francis (Church of England) Monks Hill
Croydon Jubilee Church Office

Forestdale Church, Forestdale School
Selsdon Christian Fellowship
Church of Jesus Christ of LDS

DOCTORS & EMERGENCY CARE

Farley Road Medical Practice
Queenbhill Medical Practice
Selsdon Park Medical Practice
Croydon University Hospital

New Addington Minor Injuries Unit
Purley War Memorial Hospital

POLICE

Selsdon & Addington Village: SNMailbox-SelsdonandAddingtonVillageSNT@met.police.uk
SNMailbox-SelsdonandForestdaleSNT@metpolice.uk

CLUBS, GROUPS & CHARITIES

Selsdon Vale & Forestdale

CONTACT (Neighbourhood Care)
The Selsdon Community Clubhouse
Croydon Hearing Resource Centre
Croydon Vision

Cruse Bereavement Care Helpline
Friends of Littleheath Woods

Friends of Selsdon Wood
Sanderstead Plantation Partners
Friends of Kingswood

Jasmine Singh
Liz O’'Donoghue
Office

lan Leggatt

020 8657 2343
020 8651 4308
020 8657 3747
020 8657 7864
020 8651 2807
0777 255 9797
020 8668 9779
020 8651 2211

020 8651 1222
020 8651 1141
020 8657 0067
020 8401 3000
020 8251 7225
020 8401 3515

020 8651 4944
020 8651 1111

020 8686 0049
020 8668 2486
080 8808 1677

via www.folw.co.uk

www.friendsofselsdonwood.co.uk

michaellishmund@gmail.com

www.friendsofkingswood@hotmail.co.uk

Girlguiding (Rainbows, Brownies, Guides &Senior Section)
https://girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved

1t Selsdon & Addington Scout Group (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts)

5™ Selsdon & Addington Scout Group
Croham Valley Explorer Scout Unit

Arts Society Croydon Area
Parkinson’s UK Croydon & District Branch
Rotary Sanderstead & Selsdon

RSPB Croydon Local Group

Selsdon Art Group

Selsdon Bridge Club

Selsdon Centre Bridge Club

Selsdon Community Hall

Selsdon Flower Club

Selsdon Townswomen’s Guild(pm)
Sanderstead Horticultural Society
Sanderstead Local History Group
Selsdon Tennis Club

St John's Wives

66(Selsdon) Squadron Air Training Corps

0800 999 2016

www.Istselsdonscouts.org.uk

aglv@5thsandascouts.org

Christopher Dean

Mike Bond
Wendy Parr
John Davis
Fiona Hooper
Bob Steadman
Betty Borfiga

Cottie Campbell selsdonhall.info@gmail.com

tinkerscorner@aol.com
Jean Aarons https://tascroydonarea.org.uk

07704 413668
07774 186792
020 8640 4578
07973 412952
07545 384899
020 8656 4212

Maureen Browning 020 8651 5821

Christine Holland

020 8657 4861

www.sandersteadhs.org

sandersteadlhg@gmail.com

Jeff Pullen
Jane Guglielmi
Rob Cleeter

079568 29842
020 8657 6672
020 8651 5958



Worried about Identity Theft?

SIMPLY - ® ”
shredding

Ty 11y éimply Shredding

Tel: 01883 741 000 shredding@sandersteads.com

|_| Serving Croydon’s Building, Plumbing &

Timber Needs for Over 110 Years
HARRIS 2 BAILEY

Local Expertise Going Green?

2
2
z

S1l B AN Rl | Toi to us to find out how we
ko can help you explore greener
£V I Extensive Range options for your home.
- GEJ Building materials, plumbing
g o) supplies, timber, tools,
WnT renewables, and more
7=, || On-Site Café
O Grab a coffee or a bite while you
shop—open daily
a | | News Renewuables
We now supply renewable
- pply

energy solutions, from heat
pumps to solar panels

monday to friday, 7am to 5pm

VISIT ONLINE CALL
50 Hastings Road, CR9 6BR harrisandbailey.com 020 8654 3181



